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votion 5 ata may be wiigh 


be «read>-. with tbat- ſtriouf 
which befits -4_ thing whe 


. ' both bs Happineſs and Dut 


"comtevned. _ | 
Tſhall row 7* pou with 
Roya! Priact 
keep' his commandments :. 
this is rhe TWhole.duty ofms 
C7 For more particular oc 
ons, read that Excellent Book « 
led Holy Devotions with DireAl 
toDPray. Alſo a brief Expoſi 
upon the Lords Prayer,Creed,1 
Commandments, Seven Penite 
Pſalms, and theSeven Pſalms 
Thankſgiving. By the Right Þ 
verend Father in God L. Andre 
late Biſhop of Wincheſter. 
_ Seventh Edition. Sold Wi 
om Freeman near Templic-bar. 
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Bleſſed Longs whey 
as upon-this day,re- 
ceived ues holy 
Name © 5 
EWndertook'ſt for me Jn 
© jFf Circumciſion z grant unto 
pe the true Circumciſion of the 
Wpirir, thac my heart and all 3 
Vilty members being morcified. - 
* Fom all worldly: 7nd arial EL 
-Kuſts, I may ever. obey. thy. _- 
lefſed Will in all ins 9 A 
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#hat at the Name 0 þ 7 Jeſus every 
Joes id bo ath of thin 


aven, t nbs 01 the eart 


, «nd things under the earth. 
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And becauſe there is np 0- 
ther. Name under, Heaven given 


receive _ and Salvation, 
bur thine onely. ; dear Jeſus, be 
thou hencefor | unto Mme a Je- | 
ſus, giving me _ thankful | 
Eyes, obedient Knees 

verential Heart unto y {vw 
and ſaving Name, t 

may begin a new year of ) 


rues, and cancel Þ3,Repe ntance | 


all the falings of the old 


And KL -4Y we eſcec 
thee, O Lord, with. readinefs 
and Un 9, poles Re | 
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my. unmo 5s 
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and contidency $0 call on a 
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Cs PSEWIT 


" 


(2.955 i 27S bd. 074 Ar 


” 
ES EY 


"Ga Pak Ke. 


"I Moth... A i. LY . PI Ye. 4 
y—_ 4 — REC FA 


Sia lathe "5 3be ini, 


Riſe, thou that fleepeſt 
2 (ariſe,,' my: hill and 
drowſie Soul) and Chriſt wall 


S give thee Light. | 


..2. To og ENTS 


life my 

m4 from Me Ben Bed where "here my 
Body hath keaagiady Bo: 
2 poſe, towards thy waar : 
[4 a ſoul expects | her eternal. 


2. My voice ſhale choi huge 
Whos Boe ow 
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Light, which I} 
As5 & 


Y c ID * 
ww > Rey 


| © mtch; abuſed; ito. 'thy greas 


| ours {moth{more-|rhe 
Light of Grace, /bybwhiichthow 
leadeſt meiroa.thar of Glory : 
and that it were more juſt with 
thee, for everto deprive-me-of 
theſe happy Lights, and.to ex- 
pole me to the Terrours of E- 
ternal Darkneſs. M 
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ledgtand confefs that T' am! 
lefs than! he leaſt of all thy Her. 
ces, nd am" unworthy of the 
leaſt. Cyum that falls from the, 
Tap/e:iof © thy drainary”®. Provis! 
dehce. I praiſe ard blsf thy glo- 
rones Name, that thou haſt preſer- 
dnt From the dangers: antl pr-- 
rils-afitbis-tight, and continued; 
tawe}/W theopportonitics of ſer-' 
Ving thee. ; | 


- T 


| PT 4:2 TI a} IG” ' 


v3 2m unwartby,.. O:Gord; of 
'noſt . common Faveurs  whith' 
» | thou 
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| Morning-Prayer. | 5 


thou vouchſafeſt to the Birds of #* 
the Air, and to the Lilies of the 
Field, to. be clothed, and to be 
fed. ; how much more,-O Lord, 
wworthy am I to appear in thy 
Propact, fo call upon thy grtat 
and glorious Name with any con- 
fidence that thou wilt hear my 
Prayers and giant my Requeſts ! . 
And . as I am unworthy, ſo I am 
altogetber unable to perjorm any 
holy duty that may be pleaſing 
and Kemert Ls febr. 


But I come unto thee in the 
Name of thy dear Son , who us 
moſt worthy, in whoſe Name thes . 
haſt promiſed to grant unto me 
whatſotver I ſhak | asþ + T rome 
unto thee, O Lord, in bus Name 
at this timt, for the aſſiſtance of 
thy Holy and Bleſſed Spirit, wha 
is able to ſupply all my weakneſt 
and inſufficiency. There Is no» 
thing,,O Lord, bath betrayed me, . 
but mſfins ; thereſore in the fue © 
cerity of my brart, I dp dejirecty - 
ſpread them before thee af this 
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have ſought out many Do 
und bave loſt that glorious - 
mage of thine, 
was created; 
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whereby T am prone to.euth, , and 
that conting 
deavourrd to old 
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4 Ejatnlations 


Ejuchlations for the Evening. 


I. Tahten my eyes O Lord, 
Lt that I ſleep not in dearh, 


but thar T may awake with the 
morning-light, to thy Glory. 

2. Forgive thoſe ial. ſins 
which rhis day-light hath wit- 
nefſed :' L give mea Me be 
ſorrow for them, a 


tred againſt them, / $& a fixed 


conſtant ' reſolution ro forſake 
them, 

g. Make me careful, O Lord, 
for the time to come, and to 
be buſie 'abour my own Salva- 


ton, that I may be like the | 


Peng 


ant in the Gofpel, thac 

my Lord cometh, he may 

a'me fo doing, 

4. As I uncloath my body 

"thefe carthly garments , O 
- uncloath my- Soul of ill 


Hlbſey ind idle affe&ions , and 
keep methis. mght mm thearms 
of - abundant Mercy, for 
tif of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 

my 


a t+c._ Ms A 


BvthidigPrayer. =o 
ry alone av and. Redee-\ 
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') Etirnat God , "who dwtl- 
leſt in that Light which no 
mortal eye on approach unto, yet ' 
b web thy rh ſo far as to behold 
things here below; T thy unwor- 
thy Seyvant;' "Who am ſinful duſt | 
and aſhis," Ho herein all bumili- 
ty profirate "Wy oſUlf before” theo, 
tefving pardon; and orgiventſt” 
for all my tranſgreſſions, which* 
are ſins without: number , beſides 
the original guilt contratied by 


| he -diſobedience of my firſt 'Pa-* 


rents; and derived unto me in” 

my mothers womb,whertin Twas 

conceived in ſin, and th 

"—_— ſorth in {Hr | 
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For which, \4s ſoon as I wat * 
b1yn, thou mighteft baue ſann' \ 
we libe chaff jrom off the ſact 
the earth, into the Lake thamd 
barns with Fire and Brimftont'e* 

Th -- 


—— Zo OS a 

ho” , , 1 | a " 
4 y : . ein as 4 . 
: eres cnn ay} ny a or — " 


my iq "Vx 
a d 
. he 


Bk 


pt ww 
LP : 
, * . =, 


7 ot beey 
Ti Yeh den _ 


fence Thave been born, ſor corru» 
pred my ways, and that continu 
ally, as if Iwere'born to do ne- 
thin iy but ſine, - My ſecret ſors» 

my. þ mf aceeleaney and. doef 


«. a of make nent and 
againſt the ebecks of my 008 
Conference - 
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'0 Lord, when Gonſitny bra 
unto thee, I fig even in the.wery 
conjeſſung . of chem; AE fees 
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Me. 5% 1700 x ha delight, a 
ting of them with too lit- 
ele remorſe : and when T pray. 


| > thoy wouldft ſorgive me my 


fins, I fin in praying , through 
dnef, dulneſs, ayd drowfineſs 
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and wandring. imaginations 3 
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O Lord; pardon in me what-«| 
ever 3 amiſ,and give me ſtrength] 
to overcome all aſſaults and tem-[ 
ptations. © And T beſeech thee toſ- 
accept the humbleſt acknomledgt-| 
ment of 4 thankful heart for thyhs 
providence and tender care off: 
me*this day > for anleſs thy mer-|j* 
ry and grace hat-bren my guidelll 
and defence, I had committed} 
Wore gritvous ſins againſt thy di-fa 
ue Mejelh, and had been ſwai-ſh 
towe f:2 e- thy juſt fe 
Wrath, and ſeuere Fudge, 

Ffend me, O Loyd, from all ca-- 
emities I have deſerved ; and 
Fyorett my Soul,” that it conſent 
Þ to: any works of darkneſs : 
Keip me this night in thy fear, 

tha? at laſt I may dit in thy fas | 
pars throbeh-the mediation of i 
us Chrift my ontly Lord an 
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\ keep my Howe waking, oo 
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offly Com mens. 

2. ProteQ (defend me, O 
Lord, by: thy heavenly 
from all daiigers this night, ati 
allthe days” of ' iy life, in 
hout- of Death, and inthed 
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i; Spirit Lord, let it raiſe » 
| is Soul.: above the reach of all ear 

131 fy vanities : each word that 
(i beard this day was of weigh 
i): and-if I become not mort haly 
S' thoſe - btavenly improvements, 
$:: vai certainly become mare fenfi 
"Mi By my careleſs neglefing of i 

08 hat {et me. ſtill be hoping ,0:Lor: 
bi Sn thy aſſiſting grace, in all te 


A PRAYER for Sunday-nigh 
+, :0-God » the Father of ol 
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3! \tbou "Hoa apmgyet an I 
1847191. .4n4; all things: there 

contained , and that of nathing; 
3s the ace of ſix days 3 on th 
>, #9 thy own pxample didft canſt 


- "| | =. | Feſus Chriſt, who art 3 þ 
Wit oft Power . and Majeſty,: 
3 ws \art 3n. Mercy and-Compaſſi 
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4 Example of thy bleſſed Apor 
a Ss, and eſpecially of thy b 
uae $ Feſ1s. Chriſt, who perjeſed . 
jehfft work of our Redemption by | 
& glorious Reſurrefiion 2: Ar 
ts It, 1 bumbly beſeech thee, for bus 
Crflei , this my Evening-ſacrifice 
Prayer and. Praiſe, nhich, 
or $048 in great weakneſs, yet is 
tent uprightneſs of my beart, I do 
fer up unto thy Majeſty, in bis 
amt .in whom onely thou art 
OY 174 fs my Lord and Sale 
un tq 
ou _ 


* ZFeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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Ly Appy are they, O glorious. -- 
- H Lor | os 


b als jeſt eve 6. 
41adore thy Majeſty; that. live © '- = 
Jon Earth, 2 inthe fight of che - = 


King of Heaven, and every mo» - 
bs 


J ment have - God their 
i1 thoughts, IIS He 2, 
” #6. ©5800. 
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9.1 Prayer for Mundﬀay, 19 ©! 
m | 
8 PRAYER for Munday-morn- 
ri 2 Moſt gracious God , thou 
LY art my onely happineſs for 
* Forr : I ſee my portion wa 
Wepends of my choice here; but 
| oy choice, O Lord, depends on 
Ah. Guide me with thy boly 
wir ace, that I withdraw my af- 
eftions from all vanities here be- 
ow, and fix them upon Heaven 
ind heavenly things © Teach me 
what is acceptable in thy ſight, 
deffbat I may know ty end , and 
wiſely chuſe my way , and order 
Sl! my. ations to thy Glory 3 
brough Chriſt our Lord. 'F0 


AL PrAvER for Munday-noofl.. þ 


O holy Eord, who. requiriſt._.* 
"Þr:th in the inwayd parts, bY 
ne from relapſing into fin whito- 
*#by Grate bath rooted out x & — 
 Biver me from all malice wig tas. - 
Wnity with my Weight Is, 
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 Faid ? Nothing can biirt me bul 


- my elf under thy ſure prot! 


< Io - , and uſe my juſt endedvom 


from oppreſſing the poor, who hauſe' 
none to defend them : Then mafſan 
T expeft thy protefion. Thr 
art my ſirength, O Lord, who 
ſhall I frar; thou art my ſalug 
tion, of whom then ſhall T be 1 


my own vicious deſires, notbin 
can endanger me but my aiſob 
atence to my Maber , whid 
God avert , for: his Son, Feſu 
Chriſt bis ſabe, my Saviour an 


Reatemer. fe 
A PRavYER for Nunday-nigh 0 
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 .O Lord,” who art ever preſenſe 
to all that thou baſt made , ſtil 
watching to improve us *in th{ll 
ways of thy baly CommangJ. 
ments ; check my inclinations t$0 


| folly, and encourage my purſuit t 


Fra good ;, make me always fet 


ou 
' 


a Þ 
Fom alt dangers, and within fiat 
each of thy gracious Ear ; tha ! 
wphattuer real good. 1 faithful! 
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&0 requi of thee 1 may attain t by 
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Yame, through Chri f1 dur Lo! 
Wmen. 
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light is v0'think on Heaven, @ 
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22 Meditations for Tueſday. 
grows bold to undermine their 
repoſe, and open a door to all}s 
their enemies. ” 

| IL. ſa 
a at a _ breach of a Ci. | 
ty-wall, a whole Army 
iT their numerous Body, cofls 
ving all that ſubmit to their vi- 
olence, and deſtroying all thatſ 4 
make head to refiſt it : and * 
ſuch, alas, is their confuſion, ſ] 
when once they have yielded tof ? 
the firſt aſſault, immediately a / 
throng of tumultuous ſpirits] ” 
croud into their heads, and ut-j 8 
terly conſume the little remnant] ? 


of their Peace, f 
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 APxravyx for Tueſday-morn-| ' 
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- Ord, I beſeech thee, grant mel 0 
_ nt. thy boly Spirit, that I may] 9 
"i  Withſtend all teniptations and 
> -- £ ts - which utterly canfound]| 5 


Government and Peace of my 


My Lord, let thy.Grace,which 
ient for me, Lg me bore 


Prayers for Tueſday. 3 
gainſt the wiles of the Devil or 


man, for thy Son Feſus Chriſt's 
ſake. Amen, 


1eir 
all 


Ci- | 
urs]A PRAYER for Tueſday:noon: 
(la- 
vi-l O Lord, whoſe merciful provi- 
nat] dence makes eaſie the laborious 
ndf courſe, of owr lives, with conſtant 
nf conveniencies and ſeaſons of re= 
toll poſe 3 vouchſafe mtz Thumbly bes 
r al ſeech thee, to proteft me the re- 
its] maining part of this day; and 
tj grant, that refleting with beate 
ne ty contrition on'every fiep I have 
made awry, and with a thank- 
ful achnowledgement for thoje 
1-1 thou baſt ltd me avight, 
may henceſorth be rendred more 
weary of my deviating inclinati- 
ef ons, and mare attentively obſt- 
quious to the ſteady en 
thy Grace, through my Lord ant , 


Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
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#4 Meditations for Wedneſday. 


APravyzs for Tueſday-night. ; 
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Moſt mighty God, I beſtech 
thee give thy. Angels charge. ovey 
me, to keep me in all my ways, 
that no evil happen unto. we, nov|' 
any plague came nigh my dwel-| 
ling. Grant 14.4 moderate aud(' 
refreſhing ſleep, ſuch as may fit mel 
for the Duties of the day followe|| 
ing : make we always mindjul of 
wy-latter end, that when 1 die, I| 
may: dig anto the Lord, , and. my 
ſoul ma; veſt in hope. Amen, - 
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3 - - fubje@ to our paſſions! How 
>} * - Ofcem do they engage us to con- 
1 8 _ | tnd with others, and imbitter 
I. - our gays with ſtrife and en- 


vy! 


Meditations for Wedneſday. 25 
y : How often do they quarrel 
ght,pmong themſelves, and raiſe a 
war in our own boſomes ! 

T I. 

'Tf. they-by chance agree in 
ays, [one deſire, they many times 
nor[vex us by their being diſappoin- 
wel-jted.; if rhey perhaps ſomerimes 
andſucceed, they ſeldom produce 
t me the expedted content ; if they 
el delight our corrupted taſte, 


__ . Ce ln m—_—_ — 


/ off and we greedily ſwallow their 
e, Il unwholſome ſweetneſ:, | 
| Then *ris, alas, they.moſt of 


all undo.us, by feeding the hu- 
mour.of our fatal diſcaſe.-Vain :. 
at the beſt, and ſhort, are the 
enjoymems of this world'; 
. | which after a little. flattery, be- 
fray us 1nto rune. Save us, O , _ Þ 
Lord, or elſe we periſh; a- ' 
wake,and with thy ſpeedy Mer- 
cy reſcue thy Servants 3.ſend:;- 7.5 
down thy powerful Grace: to- 3 
ſuſtain our part, and. chorow+* 3 
ly reduce theſe. unquiet dilar=" 2 
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. 26 Prayers for Wedneſday, 


A Prayer for. Wedneſday: 
morning. 


: Se, what an T but a friend 
of this preſent evil worldft 
and an enemy to thee? IT amada 
Chil# of wrath, and a Son of» 
darkneſs; let not mountains offi 
ſin oppreſs me, or the world wit 
the baits of vanity. So cbecly 
me, that I may never like a 
Eagle fly to the Carcaſs , but bi 
able to cry for help to thee , wil 
art the onely bright Morning 
ſtar, that art. wont to Fpread 
forth the beams of comfort unt 
_ theneeady in extremity. Amen. 


A Fairzs for Wedneſday | 
noon. | 


O Lord, give me wings ( 


© Pour upon me the dew of thy Blef 
» fines, that I may bring forth th 
Figs of Holineſs. Teach me, 0 
Lord, the way that I ſhould gi, 


an 


), | Prayers for Wedneſday. 24 
and guide me and” dirett me by. 
dayJthy holy - and-blsſſed band; and 
grant that theſe my Petitions at 
'. [this time, may be for the better, 
nd and not for the worſe ; and be 
7ridithou a Lanthorn unto my ſeet, 
'” 4and a Light unto my head,thatT © 
" off may never erre nor firay fm thy 
af Commandments. Amen. 

Pi | 


vcd A Pravevys for Wedneſday- 
a night. 
t by | 
whil O mofi mertiful and glori- 
ngY ous Lord God, trach me ſo to 
4] govern and end' my lift, that 7 
nll may ſleep in peace and rift with 
Ne I thee > hide .qgt under the (hadow 
of thy Wings,that Tmay reſt quiet- 
ly void of all fear, rg : 
darkneſs, danger, and defpair ? -— 
comfort me in 'all dfflitions, © - 
MI by ſanttifying of them to mey _ 
null that whatſoever is laid ' uo © 
ff me as 4 Fatherly correftion s” 1 
0 may patiently bear as « dutifut -* 
0 childe, through Chyift my | vi 
OB our. Amen, © © 
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 Medivations for Thurſday. 


DE La Siaiirer 
Z 


of thee what we eat 
not receive:;Without danger. t 
our ſelves 3 and from receiving 


what we carmar uſe without ok ., o/ 


fending others, and ruining our ; 
own Souls. 


. Deliverys Fa preſuming vl; 
on thy booryy, that we om! on be 
perform our. own duty ;- fb 

our. Devotions: {ct 

beft endeqveury, Tk 
nod Ks ih thy Heg 


If RR. of hee to relieve 
oyr neceſhries ,- let us a a 
hegin to laboyr with our hands, 
and norexpee aibleſling fram 
' - , the: Clouds, on the idle follfes 
þ..- of an SH maTY life 3 bur 


heart 


; 


g 
p 
} 
Ii 
i 
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Prayers for Thurſday. 2 5 
heartily deſire that the ſuccee- 
ling day may learn to grow 
*Pyiſe, and corre 1ts faults by 
:xpericnce of the paſt. 


APR AYER for Thurſday- 
MOLNINg., 


Oo Lord God, who by thy Al- 
"A\F mighty power didſt bring 
Ml water out of a Rock; I beſech 
thee. ſmite the fliogy Rock of my 
Heayt, and make the water of « 
true and of an ynjeig3ed Repen. 
tance to guſb forth: Give me thay 
godly ſorrow that may work Re. 
'2| pentance never to be repented of * 
Help me, O Lord, to rarry all my 
fins even with ſarraw to my _ 
grave; and yet,0 Lard,nat with 
the ſorrow of Anxiety or De- © 
fperation, but with nee YN 
Contrition, Humiliation,' and of. - + 
an, unſeigned Repentance.: As. 5 
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30 Prayers for Thurſday. 


A PRavYEzx for Thurſday-noon 


O Heavenly Father, thou ar 
gracious ana merciful, tha! 
knoweft whereof I am made, an! 
remembreft that I am but uit ; 
be not wroth very ſore, O Lord 
neather remember my iniquitit; 
for ever: ſor T am utterly aſha 
meal of the ſins I bave deſired 
42d am confounded for the plea 
ſures T have choſen. O make mt 
prnitent , careful ds the watches 
of the night, that I may never 
»-turn to the folly whereof I am 
#»w ahamed, but that in Holi- 
neſs and Righteoxſneſs I may 
ſerve and pleaſe thee all my days, 
worhbing out my own Salvation 
with fear and trembling. As 
men. 


* -ATPraves for Thirſddy-night: 


* 12.189 a $5 


-. Almighty God, who bateii no- 
tbing that thou hait made, and 
wouldeft not the death of a fon- 

ge ner, 
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Prayers for Thurſday. 3x 


ner, but rather that he ſhould re- 
pent and be ſaved : Though the 
Tree be barren, let not the decree 
go forth to cut it down , but 
fhare me, good Lord, fpare me 
whom thou haſt redeemed with 
thy mo# precious Blond , and be 
not angry with me F ever 3 
though Thave kindled a Fire in 
thy anger, yet let it not burn to 
my utter defiruftion. ' Thou art 
a God of Mercy and Compaſſion, 
pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion, 
«nd fin, Oh paſs by all my tranſ- 
greſſons, and yeceive me grack- 
ouſly. . Egter not into Fudgment 
with me, neither ſay thou haft ng 
pleaſure in me but , O Lord, 
preſerue me fFom ſin for the tims 
to come : for without thy Grate 
preventing me, I cannot but fin, 
whoſe wages is death, but thy © 2 
Giſt, O Lord, is Eternal Life - 
Amen. a: 4-58 


32 Meditations for Friday. 


jr En 


b } \ [IYILEIL.) 


TRE a Friday. 


Q Thou Dt and. 1ndul- 
gent Father , who freely 
pardoneſt all that truely repeur, 
ow giveſt repentance to all 
Rage ask, and inviteſt all to ask 
y promiſing to give ; make us 
riculh ſearch into our own 
and heartily lament our 

many oe 


| Fly diligent! 
for- ur Volowe-s and Reis 


tq caſt them out by pra 


| ice of thy wrath, pres an 
Y | e Eyc bath'd in tears, and 
*- +. 2 'penitent heart broke with 
,”- -contrition, 

.- TIL 

-- -.._ Onlyafirmreſolve to change. 
- © our fives. And even all this 
i + | _ 


Prayers tor Fridayy 33 
we muſt beg of thee. Preſerve 


us Qt; {QF 
tmp 


Grace, f 


PFIZe.- OP * .QV | 
claim our: weve Li wg 
__ guide and d. FRA ro Ky 


A inAvny far Friday 4 
morning. | 


Eternal God, thos ſee at 
my deftres, and. my contie 
vual graaxings granet hid from 
theez thoyu alone ors how 
wet I am of the dT travels 
of this ,(ife. 4. how. earn 
to be at reff 5 thee : 4 a, 
pardax 4l{ pry ſens, qd put an = 
end to 'all my miſerits. Cot, >Y 
bend Feſt, come quic 
away. all. $ears. from 
and bring, me" to. that 


thine which waver jk 
AMEN, 


$3 Prayets for Friday. 
"APs aven for Friday-noon. 


- h 
0 thou God of infinite compaſ-1 
fone, bk ores thoſe infniteh 
fallings of my ſinfud nature, bitf 
behold me in the beauty and per- 
fetion of thy bleſſed Son : Teach|- 
me,” OLord, to ſte the Rebellion 
of my own wicked beayt,«by his 
44 Obedience; my ſinfulneſs, 


| bis Rightconſne S$3 my Y/ 
by bis Mercy : beef wg oh 


LI  v2yes,, that 1 may ſee the foulneſs 
FO #72 the fltbineſs of ſn, and ap- 
W 2 prebeps the greatniſs 'of 't 

bi da re ara 


A Pxavex'for Friday-night, 
43 YE 7% «et IE" . : 


. * a© boly Lord, who dit the one- 
'Kerper of thy" \People Iſrael, 

that neither 7 .+—andbge hor-ſleeps 

m-,, white #arbniſs now covers. 
_ the face of the Earth, receive my 
ty and foul into thy cuftody, 
a oe pleaſed in thy tender 
Mercy to watch over. me this 
Be REES zight 2 


wa — 3+ = a 


<< ad 
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Meditations for Saturday. 3's 
hight : Lord, grant that Iſleep 
Mn 'þot 3n fin, or pretermit any oppor- 
pity of ſerving thee 5 fit and 
paſs frepare me always for my latter 
vitepnd, before I go bence, and be no 
bithÞporeſeen. Amen. 
eye 
7{1/] - —— 
108 | ; 
bis} Meditations for Saturday. 


ſs, 


T. Kat 
int Each me, O Lord, that fafe 
Ul, and yo TR of cet- . 
r3- ſuring my ſelf, 'ro be acquizted 
by by thee+ Nor TW ht Ree 
'vJas an imparti Jae, =_ 

before me all* my day ;. rho _ 

it, {ſeverallyexamine every thought © - 
and hn and ſtri&ly (cage! | 
"Rt very deed and omiſſion.” regen b5e 24 
f © Jn YR: ol 
© Imploring for the time paſt, - 3 
re the Mercy of Heaven, "and" for” 
© the time to come, the fame un-. 
7, | bounded mercy. . 1f-1 =P OT 
find ſomedittle thing well done, -., 
when wegne with, the allows - 
PR ance 2 
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35 Meditations for Tarwreg. | 
ance, indulged our frailty , 
me return all the Glory to n 
God, and beg his Grace to coij m 
tinue and improve it. 
I TL. 
His 1s the Hand that ſowe $ 
the Seed , his is the Bleffir 
that gives "the Increaſe ; thu}ri 
or me once a day, at leaſt, loolff th 
» and ſeriouſly wel 14] 
e ſtate of my ſoul: ab 
. ra my weakneſs or mal 'y 
may have done, let me now. ut 
do with a hearty, contrition. | 
IL V. 


L602 h0 un godon \f 
my. wrat nor on any © £| 
ane {in :- ſtill let m 


ite at.the foot, of my accoum 
Reconciled to my Goſs God, and. 
withall che world.; tha 


go to bed with a quiet Conſci 
nd Wag fall aſleep in peas 


ay. Prayers for Saturday * 37 
/ 3 (8 * 
> mþ PRAvVER for Sarday- 


CO morning. 
"T') God the Father of all. Mey- 

Fr cies, the fountain and welt- 
thiſpring of all perfe&t Happineſs, 
oofff thy. moit unworthy creature, by 
> inffeaſon. of my, eat and innime- 
rhafable tranſer , yet. invited 
licÞy thy Suttt & Croat 4 

WY, 3.9.4, y 16 x f anſa vet 
vexencs and bumble confidence 
roach to. the Throne of Grace, 
hegging of thet, for the paſſion 0 
em) deareft Lord, to remove. 
ml/ns 45-far as the Eaf is from the 

mf, and to remember them: 
more, left thoy” [mite mein 
ealouſre, and.conſyme me. in 
ral 
ce ” my manifo . qua. F 
Nl ereſſions I 56 juttly $006. F, 

ved to feel, 94 fuk nailer M b 
of £21724d 48th. - MY 
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38 Prayers for Saturday. | 
_ IL a1 
T conf*(s, O Lord, to thy gh | 
ry, who (o long ha#t fpared md 
and to my own ſhame , whoky: 
. long bave refsfied and depiſed$i 
glorious a mercy, that I am thic 
wv1left of jinners, and the wotit hr, 
men; 4 lover of the world, fi 
negleter of Religion, and an uſyt 
derualutr of its Tnterefts ; being: 
paſſionate for Trifles, and india 
ferent for eternal Treaſures. 
am Fea: and envious 3 luitful | 
a&nd. intemperate 3. prodigal 
_ my time, and covetous of monty 
\greedy of ſin, bit loathing 
.na, the Bread that came dow; 
from Heaven. Willing T am tht 
"Faffer any thing to pleaſe my ſa 
ſes, and to ſatisfie ambition, of 
[Fo purchaſe the world; but al 
.ntither willing to do or ſufftr #1 
ny contradifiion for. the Lani 
God, "Ol 
Des x & & "Wo F 4 
n profperity 1 am impuaen 
. and f car, in adverſity puſillanity 
 _ "Mons "and cowardly ; ready t 
pro 


miſe any thing in the day of 
amity, but when thou bringeft 
Y &h to comfort, I forget my duty, 
'd md do juſt nothing. | In all my 
who duverſation I am uneven; ſoon 
iſedurbed , quickly © angry , not 
m thickly appeaſed ; petulant and 
Tit truih, and diſordered by a 
4, Jhole body of ſin, and evil is my 
1 hrtion. I am an htir of wrath, 


bez firmity and” folly 3 ſhame and : 


ndihath is my inheritance. 

b IV. 

tf Bat, O Lord, leave me not 
: & the ſinful; Counſtls of _ my 

!Y bn Heart * Stt ſcourges over 

fan thoughts, and the Diſct> 

Wine of wiſdom over, my Heart, 
" hf my ignorance increaſe, and 
ſnhy ns abound to ty diftruttion. 
4 


Lord, let my yepentante-be Fptt- 
y and perſeft,bringing forth"the 
Fuits of a boly converſation - 
ive unto me a Faith. that ſhall 
þ:ver ceaſe," a Conflalence in thle 
.$pat ſball ntvty be diſcompoſed, 
Patience that ſhall ntver faint, 


Prayers for Saturday, 39 


and. a noble Chriffiax Conrage to CFE: - 


40 , Prayers for Saturday - 
confeſs thy boly Name. Thathu 
all Changes and Actidtntit 
% ray. be +by Servzht , and ths 
. Fayit i delight to arltonWes 
Sanitifue mt, and ſave me, thai 
mg. rejuyce, "im the "MOYciesÞh | 
God in vhs Udy of. Recompence, | 

the, $(07706s "appearing of | 
d .eſus, In whoſe Namkl, a 
conugeie iy Mrſe® 7 Pri 
ers. 0 
9 
A PRAYER for "TIE off 


0 night ighty God , yoittuln! 2 
banly Mies , and {ew mt 
$6 of hioa aſftance ;'ſ 
Pat b be be parent of a 2 


6, aud, a Frong ſhitld to #1 
er), A pig Mgr 


*< 
thor of a þ ,.6 da 
”. of. 4 } 
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» | Prayers for Saturday. 4t 
hathur to bave my ſins pardoned, 
rt alſo firive to bave ſo ' much 
1 tour with thee, that before my 
onWeath 1 may have my fins for- 
thdliveneſs aſſured. And: grant, if 
75 þ be thy bleſſed will, that-I may 
Fcofletakbe my ſelf to do that. one 
Sing neceſſary , that I may not 
Me my Oyl'to buy when 1 9” 
PrBave it to burn. Teach me, 0 
ord, that ſickneſs is a time not 

9 do, but to ſuffer ; grant that 
dof may ſee the books croſs'd. in my 

ealth , that at my death Ima 


In efgn my *oul into the hands of © 


" Sy faithful Creator and Ridee- 
3. Fer. Amen. 

£4 
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Praves for Saturday-night. 
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4, : | 
O moſt powerſul Lord Goa, de» 


F 9x an 4 Me 
OO _ pes AR ome Woo BI ef bee tire tinge econ t— Wed SLAC 
_ G — on "34s n _ —_ _—_— 
2 , anon 


over me now from the ſtormy ſta © © 
Bf bufineſs, and the dead water 
ij 4 ſloathful life : The day: is" 
Wow approaching which is thy. © 
Woly Day ; prepare mt ſor the ſan=  - 
iſying of the ſame , that Tmuy © - + 

. not -  - 


42 Prayers for Saturday. 
not ory it in my own luſts i 
pleaſures, but my chief aim a 
delight may be to conſecrate it 
thy glory. 


_ tne gy that a ” 
geaſe from au the works of ſin, 
well as from the ty of 
own, employment; that I ma 
through thy tender Mercy , fl 
In my heart the beginning of t 
eternal Sabbath, which is * 
unipetable, and full of Glo 
"Prepare me againſt my laſt ho 
that if thou ſhouldſt this ni, 
”a Snn to ſet, and turn 
ſleep into death , I may live-at 
die unto thee, who doft live evo 
' laſtingly, world without end. 


Our Father, & 


- 


43 


— 


ſerious Preparation to the 
Holy SACRAMEN Te, 


” 

L 2 Chron. 34. 18, 19. 
\Ood Lord , pardon eyery 
one that prepareth his 
eart to ſeek God , the Lord i | 
od of his Fathers , though he *" i 
e not cleanſed according to | 
he purification of the Santtua- 


Y. 


{ Preparation to Examinations 


RR 


—"——_ 
»* 


F.»: Ts ; ; 
; Lord, I do nor preſume to 
come to that great Feaſt 
Wf thy Body and Bloud , upon 
e leaſt op nion of my own 
orthineſs; for when I look 
pon my ſelf, I dare not come; 
or fear IT ſhould eat and drznk 
own Damnation. | 
Il. 
But when I confider thy infi- 
E ane 
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44 A Preparation to 
nite Mercies urto mankind, a 
thy own words, calling all n 
without exception 3 and kne 
Ing that thy crucified Body 
not enely Food to nouriſh, ! 
Phyſick to cure ; I beg lea 
that am but duſt and aſhes, 
come to thy hqly Table, 
with my weak Faith ro: fe 
upon ſome crums of the Bre 
of Lite. 


I TI. 
I confeſs, O Lord, I have 
Wedding-Garments .upon 


but T come to ſeck them at 
Croſs, from thy bitter ſorrc 
to derive into my foul a gou 
ſreow , working Repentat 
to Salvation. 

mr © es 
From thy broken Body 


. broken Heart, from thy ware 


Bloud flowing from thy wor 
d:d Side, Heat, Zeal, and Ft 


. vency, that I may love and 


mire thee, my God, as I ouy 
to do. 


the Holy Sacrament. 45 


V. 
I come, O dear Jeſus, to 
ich Humility, Partence, Tem- 
7rance, Sobriety, and Chari- 
, and whatever thou ſceſt 
ſe needful for me : bury all 
y fins in thy grave 3 my ſtony 
art, my natural corruprions, | 
Md vile affeR1ons. 

V I. 
I come, O Lord, to fetch a 
w Life from thy holy and 
eſſed Reſurre&ion ; to which 
d, bleſs, O Lord, I beſeech 
ee, this my Examination, 
hich by thy dyvine' aſſiſtanc® 
am no'v to make before 


ce. 
VII. 

Thou knoweſt, O Lord,whar 
partial examiner fleſh and 
Moud will be unto it ſelf, unleſs 
ou guide and dire& me by 
Sy Holy Spirit : ſtrengthen my 
eak Memory, that is ma 


zuſ@ichfully bring forth all the ey1il 


{ts I have done, and the good 
nes [ haye omitted, 


C 2 VIE. 


45 Exanination before 
VIIL | 
Make . my Conſcience free| 
ro accuſe , to wm and cot 
demn my (elf tIben 
judged of thee ; z and what 
ever defe& I commit 1n my ex 
atnination, Lord pardon 1n 
. heap of fin which I bring unt 
thy Croſs to be forgiven, I be 
ſeech thee. Amen. 


Examination before the Holy 
SACRAMEN T. 


Rule, x Cor. 11. 28. By 

et a man.examine himſelf, an 

ſo let him ear of that Bread an 
drink of that Cup. 


Eat, « 15 St. Paul 


Heads o Examination. 


O My Soul, HY in the pre 
ſence of the Almighty,u 
thy utmoſt diligence ro mak 
thy calling and eleRion ſu 
How haſt thou OT 
| whole 


- the Holy Sarrament. & 
whole life, which God gave 
hee .to employ | in his Ser- 
ice ? 

5 

If thou w iibes, are thow 
ot idle, and (| thy pre- 
zous life in unprogrdble 2A we d 
Mor if bufie, art thou'not {o too 

uch , and leaveſt no time to 
rovide for thy Soul ? 

IL 

Does thy Riches make —_—_ 
iſe, and generouſly affiſt the 
WPoor? or th Poverty make 
hee humble, and faithfully la- 


bour in thy proper Calling ? 


Doth nor the: RE of a- 
nother moleſt thy peace.and his 
proſperons condition make thee 
repine ? Art thou nor given to 
ſay in thine heart , had T- thae 
fair Eſtate , or were jntruſted 
Wwith,ſo high a place, 1 ems 
know how to eontrive thi 
berrer, and never commit ſi 
groſs miſtakes ? | | 
C3 V. - 


4 43 Examination bejore 
| | Y 
Haſt thou fallen among vict- 
ous company, which, O too of- 
ten, engages into folly? and did 
the dangers increaſe thy care, 
and the ſin of others breed vir-. 3 
rue In thee ? ? 
'VET b- 
Haſt thou ſpied any gcod ex- © 
ample which thy gracious God 7} 
preſents to excite thee? and 2 
diſt thou immediately enter- 7 
tain the motion, and reſolve. ! 
in thy heart effeually to follow 
It! 1 
VII. 


What haſt thou gain'd by all ; 
thou haſt ſeen or heard ? fince * 
nothing 1s (ſo barren but may. © 
yield ſome fruit, had we the arr } 
to cul:ivate 1t right , and fitly | 
apply it to our own advantage. Þ 


Haſt. thou given a Bill of Dt- | 
vyorce to all thy cid beloved 
ſins, and brought thy ſelf intoa 
fir way to be marricd to thy 

 Sawour and Redeemer ? - 
IS - 


> 1 


the Holy Sacrament. 49 


I X, 
Haſt thou caſt awayall world- 
!y thoughts, delights, and vain 
imaginations 3 that there re-, 
mains no clogs to hinder thee, 
my Soul , in thy mounting to- 
wards Heaven ? 
d.G 
Do'ſt thou in every ſtate give 
thanks to ' Heaven, and conten- 
tedly ſubſcribe to 1ts (evereſt - 
Decrees, rejoycingly fay to God 
Almighty, O my Saviour, I'm 
glad 'my lotis1n thy hands ? 
XI 
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Thou art all Wiſdom , and 
ſeeſt my wants; thou art a!l 
Goodneſs, and delighteſt ro re- 
-lteve me: Under thy Provi- 
dence T know 1 am fafe, and 
whatever befatls me thou gui- 
dcit to my advantage. . | 

£2 5 

Tf thou wilt have me obſcure 
and low, thy bleſſed Will, not 
mine be done 3 or if thou wilt 
load me with afflitions, 1mbit- 
tering my days with grief and 
{icknels, C 4 XIII, 


s&o Examination, &C, 
XITLI. 

- Still may thy bleſſed Will, O 
Lord, be done, to govern thy 
Creatures 1n thy own beſt way 
let me ſay with holy Fob, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
raken away , bleſſed be the 
Name cf the Lord. 

| XIV. 

O that my loſs of tears might 
now prevail with thee to repair 
the loſs of thy preſence 1n my 
ſinful Soul ! Lord, let the great- 
neſs of my folly in ſinning, ex- 
fol the richneſs of thy mercy in 
forgiving. 


TW 
Reſtore me to the joy of th 
Salvation. and eſtabliſh me wit 
thy free Spirit ; fo ſhall I have 
the comfort, and thou, O my 
God, the-praife for evexmore. 


A Prayey aſter Examination. «x - 


APRAYER after Examina- 
tion, for the aſſiſtance of 
God's Holy Spirir. 


I. 

Bs Holy Spirit, the eter. 
nal love of the Father and 

Son, the Comforter and Teachey 
of Truth, whom, the Father by the 
Son, promiſed to give them that 
ash; bave mercy upon me, belp 
my infirmities, keep my Soul and 
all its faculties liſted up unto the 
Throne of thy Grace , that they 
may not ſink down into the va- 
nities and follies of this life. 

II 


Let the words of my month, 
and the meditations of my heart, 
be always acceptable in thy 
fiebt, O Lord , my firength and 
my Redeemer, in whoſe moſt holy 
Name and words, 1 ſum up this 
my imperſeft Prayer, in that moſt 
perfeft Form of Prayer which 
be himſelf bath ſayther tanght me 
iz his holy Goſpel. | | 
Our Father, ec. 
Cs 


| 
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g2 A Confeſſion of Sins. 


A Confeſſion of 5inss 


I. 

Ord, forgive me all my ſins 
in the Bloud of my Redee- 
mer, more particularly thoſe 
ſins againſt that inward and ſpi- 
ritual 'worſhip that 1s due unto 
thee; for the wilful blindneſs 
of my underſtanding, in the 
not ſearching after thee, in thy 
Word which teſtifierh of thee, 
nor in thy work which magni- 

fies thee. 

II. 

T beg Mercy for the want of | 
ſaving Faith, and the weakneſs 
of that Faith when 1t 1s at the 
beſt; and for- the fool in my 
heart thar hath preſumed to 
doubt of thy Being or of thy 
Providence. 

TIT: 

| beg Mercy for the ſtub- 
bornneſs and perverſteſs of my 
will . that it hath neither done 
what thoy do'ſt command, (ne 

ſu3- 


A Confeſſion of Sins. 53 © 


ſubmitted with patience and 
humility unto thy . Fatherly- 
correa10ns. k 
III. | 

I beg Me:cy for the ſins of 
my affedions , that have been 
turn'd into filthy fleſhly luſt, 
thar fight againſt rhe Spirit 3 
that I have had no fear of God 
before my eyes 3 no ſorrow, 
but that. I have not ſinned e- 
rough; no comfort and de- 
light, but in the vanities of this 
ike. 


V., | 

I beg Mercy for that raſh and 
immoderate anger that flaſhes 
out of my corrupt nature, and 
for every paſſion and perturba- 
tion of my Soul; for the hard- 
neſs of my heart, that hath nor 
opened:the door when the King 
of Glory hath vouchſated to 
knock ; and for the dead fleep 
of fin which I have long been 
in , without anſwering the calls 
of thy bleſſed Spirit,and the di- 
vine motions of thy Grace. : 
Vl 
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84 AConſeſſion of Sins, 
Sw 2 
T deg Mcrcy for my negligent 
and unprofitable uſe of thy 
blefſed and holy Ordinances, of 
thy Word preached, and recei- 
ving of thy holy Sacraments ; 
and for nor keeping the Sab- 
bath as thou haſt comman- 
ded. | 
2 Þ © Bo 
T beg Mercy for the pride of 
my heart, and the vain exalting 
my ſelf; for not giving honour 
nor Chriſtian behaviour to- 
wards all perſons ; for the en- 
vy, hatred, malice, and uncha- 
ritableneſfs, and 1njury done un- 
to my neighbours, for the fil- 
thineſs' and uncleannels of my 
fe, in thoughrs?\, words , gc- 
ſtares, and actions, A 
VIIT. | 
T beg Mercy for the injuſtice 
and opprefſion I have ufed ; 
for murmurine againſt thar 
condition of life wherein thoy 
haſt placed me ; for my lying, 
flandering, and evil-ſpeaking ; 
| for 
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for every idle word, the finful 
thoughrs of my heart, the whole 
body of frm, and the dominion 
it hath over me. 

I 'X. 

T beg Mercy for the fins 1 
have drawn others into, and the 
conſent I -haye given to-others, 
the fcandal I He given thy 
Goſpel by my finful life and 
converfation; for all my ſins, 
of what nature, kind, or de- 
pree ſoever they are: I beg tt 
in the bloud of my Redeemer, 
and jn the merits of his C:ofs. 
And as I beg Mercy for my 
ſms, fo I beg the grace of thy 
holy Spirit to eftabliſh mein 
thy Salvation, 


Petitiqns for Graces. 
L 


fo truth and fincerity in, 
that inward and ſpiritual 


Worfhip which 1s tue_ unto 
thee, and for more knowledge 
of thee and thv bleſſed will; 

: Or 
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56 Petitions jor Gracts: 
for ſaving Faith to as great a 


. degree as Mortality js capable 


of; for ſanctified affeftions, 
ſuch as may be lifted up on 
things above, and a Will con- 
formable to thy bleſſed Wilt 1n 
all things. 


T beg the Love of thee with 
my whole heart, that Fear of 
thee which is the beginning of 
Wiſdom, a godly Sorrow that 
works Repentance unto Salva- 
tion, and thoſe Comforts that 
flow from the bleſſed Spirit in 
the promiſes of Mercy, through 
Chriſt Jeſus ; for a holy Zeal to 
thy Law, and an Indignarion a- 
gainſt all Sins. 

TIT. 

I beg a Heart of fleſh that 
may be ſenſible of 'thy Judg- 
ments againſt ſinners, and of 
thy Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus ; an 
awakening ont of the dead 
ſleep of fin, that I may anſwer 
every Call of thy bleſſed Spirit, 
and every divine mction of 

Grace 


Petitions for Graces 57 


Grace; for a ſanified uſe of 
thy bleſſed and holy Ordingn- 
ces, and a Sanity in all the a- 
Gions of my life. 

I'V. | 

T beg a ſantfied uſe of thy 

great and glorious Nawe, never 
to ſwear by 1t but when it's a 
mark of divine Worſhip ; and 
then to do it in Judgment, 
Righteouſneſs, and Truth ; and 
to endue me with Humility , 
Self-denjal, Sobriety, —_ 
Juſtice, a Faith and a lively 
Hope groundedyn thee. 

V 


T beg the Grace to do thy 
Will as it 1s done by thy Saints 
and Angels in Heaven, with a- 
lacrity and — I beg all 
the Graces of thy holy Spirit, 
which thou in thy divine Wiſ- 
dom knoweſt in the falvation 
of n:y Soul 3 and I beg them 1n 
the bloud of my Redeemer, 
and merits of his Croſs. | 

Merciful Father , .1 beſcech 
thee, that theſs ſms (which I 
| | have 
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3 Meditations on 
have with great weaknefs con- 


fefſed and repented of ) ma 
not riſe up in Judgment again 
me, nor ſtand as a bar betwixt 
me and thy Mercies , in the 
comfortable receiving of' thy 
precious Body and Bloud ; - but 
mercifully grant, that with the 
holy fignes thereof, I may re- 
ceive the pardon of my fins, 
and the graces of thy holy Spi- 
rit to do thy will hereafter, 
Amen. 


Meditations #n the Holy 
SACRAMENT, 


T. 
Ome unro me, all ye that 
are weary and heavy la- 
den, and TI will give you reſt : 
Take my yoak upon you, and 
learn of me, for I am meek and 


- Towly mn heart, and ye flall 


find reſt unto your Souls ; for 
my yoak ts eaſte,and my burden 


15 hght, 
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the Holy Sacrament» 59 


II. 

Does my Saviour invite me, 
and ſhall I go? Shall a ſinner. 
dare to fit down at his Table ? 
Does he invite , and ſhall I not 

? Shall a wretch preſume to 
refuſe his Call ? Riſe then, my 
Soul, and take thy ſwifteſt 
wings, and flie to the preſence 
of this great Myſtery. 

ITT. | 

A Feaſt of holy Bread, and 
holy Wine, tn repreſentation 
of thy moſt Sacred Body and 
Bloud , where thy All-glorious 
Self is freely given to the meas . 
neſt Gueft ; a Feaſt of Peace 
and Love, and incomparable 
Sweetne(ſs, to which thine own ' 
blefſt Mouth thus kindly, calls 
us : 

IV. 

Come to me you that labour 
for holineſs , and are oppreſt 
under the weighr of your fins ; 
you that hunger after Heaven, 
and thirſt to drink of the Foun- 
tain of bliſs, come ta me, and - 

W! 


60 Meditations on 


w1ll refreſh you with the wine 
of Gladnefs and the bread of 
Life. 

V. 

Come, you that are weak, 
that you may be ſtrong;z and 
you that are ſtrong, leſt you be- 
come weak : come, you that 
have leiſure, and here enterta1y 

our time z come, you that are 
uſie, and here learn to ſanRifie 
your Imployment 3 come all, 
and gather freely of this celeſtt- 
al Manna, and fill your Souls 
with the food of Angels. 
: V 


| 

Bur ſtay, am I dreſt hkea 
" friendof the Bridegrooms, thar 
I ſafely may come to this Mar- 
riage-ſupper ? have I conſide- 
red how chaſt theſe eyes ſhould 
be, which go to behold the 
God of Purity ? have confider- 
ed how clean that mouth ſhould 
be, which preſumes to cat the 
bread of Heaven; but moſt, 
how All-celeſtial that Soul. 
ſhould be, which aſpires to 

an 
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breaſt, and ſuck thoſe waters 


the Holy Sacrament. . 61 


an union with the Body of 
Chriſt ? *' 
VII. 
Look, my Heart, :-look well 
:nto thy (elf, and ſtridtly ſearch 


every corner of thy breait : . 


Alas, how poor, and dull, and 
empty are we ; how infinitely 
unworthy of ſo divine a Sacra- 
ment !' yetare we called by him 
that can command, by him that 
ſees and pities our miſeries 3 
he bids us come, he ſurely will 
receive us, and with his boun- 
teous fulneſs ſupply our de- 
fects. 
TIIL. - 

Go then, my ſoul, to that ſa- 
cred Table, and take thy parc 
of that delicious Banquet ; go 
all inflam'd with love, and joy, 
and hope, and quench thy holy 
thirſt with that Spring of Bliſs. 
When thou haſt taſted his ever- 
laſing Sweetneſs, and feeleſt 


his heavenly Streams flow gent» 


ly on thee, open thy happy 


in, 


' 
* 
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G2 Ejaculations. 


in, and let them freely run 0- 
ver all thy Powers. 

| x Bo 

\ Let them ſeak deep to the 
root of thy heart, and turn thy 
barren heath tmto a frunrful 
land , fruitful in holy thoughts 
and pjous words, fruitful in 
good, and juft, and charitable, 
deeds ; fruitful ro thy ſelf , in 
thine own improvement, fruit- 
ful to others in thy good exam- 
ples. Praiſe the Lord, O my 
Soul, and all that is within me 
praiſe his holy Name , who fa- 
veth thy life from deſtrudton, 
and feedeth thee with the bread 
of Heaven. 


Ejaculations at the Lords Tablt, 


T. } Wil praiſe thee, O God, 
: I with my whole heart, and 
worſhip rowards thy holy 
Temple. | , 
2. -T have waited long to ſeek 
the Lord: rny ſoul doth wait, 
for in his Word do I truſt. 
3-With 


SY ” 
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3. With the Lord chere is Mer- 
cy and plenteous Redemprti- 
on, and he will redeem me 
from all 1niquities. 

4. God is gentle, juſt, and mer- 
ciful, and will incline his ear 

when I call upon him. 

5, I will now pay my vows utt- 
to the Lord, even in the pre- 
ſence of all his people. * 

6. I wall go unto the Altar of 
my God, and offer up to him ' 
the Sacrifice of an humble 
heart. 

7, So ſhall I be ſatisfied with 
the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord , and his praiſe ſhall be 
cver 11 my mouth. 


Prayers before rece1ving the 
| Holy SaCRAMEN Te 


O Almighty God, who art in- 
finite in Mercy,” and art 4- 


ble to pardon more ſins than I can 
commit; the ſiretcht out arms of 
my dear Saviour upon the Croſs, 
can encompaſs the largeſs exten- 
tion +» 
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in, and let them freely run o- 
ver all thy Powers. 

| ++ Nh 

+ Let them ſoak deep to the 
root of thy heart, and turn thy 
barren heath mto a fruitful 
land , fruitful in holy thoughts 
and pjous words, fruitful in 
good, and juft, and charitable 
deeds ; fruitful ro thy ſelf , in 
thine own improvement, fruit- 
ful to others in thy good exam- 
ples. Praiſe the Lord , O my 
Soul, and all that is within me 
praiſe his holy Name , who fa 
veth thy life from deſtrudton, 
and feedeth thee with the bread 
of Heaven. 


Ejaculations at the Lords Table, 


T. } Will praiſe thee, O God, 

; I with my whole heart, and 

worſhip towards thy holy 
Temple. | . 

2. -T have waited long to ſeek 

the Lord: rmy foul doth wait, 
for 1n his Word do I trvſt. 

3-With 
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3. With the Lord there 1s Mer- 
cy and plenteous Redemptl- 
on, and he will redeem me 
from all iniquities. 

4. God is gentle, juſt, and mer- 
ciful, and will incline his ear 
when I call upon him. 

$. I will now pay my vows utt- 
to the Lord, even 1n the pte- 
ſence of all his people. * 

6. I will go unto the Altar of 
my God, and offer up to him 
the Sacrifice of an humble 
heart. | 

7, So fhall I be ſatisfied with 
the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord , and his praife ſhall be 
cyer 1n my mouth. 


Prayers before recelving the 
| Holy SACRAMEN Te 


O Almighty God, who art in- 
finite in Mercy,” and art a- 
ble to pardon more ſins than I cau 
commit; the ſtiretcht out arms of 
my dear Saviour upon the Creſs, 
can encompaſs the largeſs exten- 
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64 Prayers before 


tion of my fins, and his paſſi nn aſ- 

fords an ever-Fowing Red ſeat 

cover them , that they may x0t 

become my confuſion. | 
Il 


Springs of Mercy flowed from 
his Sacred Head , when be was 
Crown'd with Thorns : becauſe I 


, advanc'd my bead, and (with a 


ſtiff neck) oppos'd thy will , bt 
bowed Y. bleeding head on the 


* Croſs : Rivers of Mercy flowed 


from his hands, to cleanſe the op- 
preſpon of mine. a: 
III 


From h's feet ſaſined and an- 
moved, iſſues a current of blood, 
becauſe mine have been jo ſwift to 
ſhed it ; and left T ſhould want 
abundant ſupplies of mercy , tht 
Flood-geates ſtand open at bis 
ſede, that ſo whilft Mercy and 
Myſtery, Sacrament and Soul- 
ſatusfation flow out all together, 
my leprofie may want no pargati- 
on,” nor I in my languiſhing want 
ſupport. = 


the Holy Sacrament. Es 


I'V. 

O then let his bhlgod be my bath; 
Wr1rge me with Hyſop, and Fſhall 
Wir clean, waſh me, and Tſhall be 
whiter than ſnow : and to capa- 
citate me fs theſe mercies , let 
deepeſt ſurrow wound my ſoul. 
0h let it grieve my ſpirit that I 
have lived fo long to the grief of 
thine | and let me grieve [0 long, 
that I can grieve no more. 


Mabe my ſout to afcend in an 
humble ſupplication , and let my 
Saviours interceſſion , procure 
thine acceptation of it 3 and give 
me ſuch a faith, as may tabs 
poſſeſſion / all I pray for : and 
leſt my own truſt ſhould deceive 
me, when I have ſaid Amen to 
my Prayers, do thou ſay Amen to 
my Amen ; that ſo ant eſtabliſh« 
ment of bleſſings may be the crown 
of my foul 5 which T beg through 
the merits and mediation of Fe- 
fus Chriſt thy onely Son and my 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

| F. Q 


I. ; 

O eternal God , tbou ha#t pr 
miſed that at what time (oever « 
ſonner doth repent bim of hz ſon 
from the bottom of his beart, thu 
wilt put away all bis iniquitits 
eut of thy remembrance ; beiprit- 
ble my polluted but penitent ſoul, 
3x the bloud of thy dear Son J6 
ſus Chriſt : 0 let the bloud of by 
wounds and the water of his ſid! 
waſh me clean, that I may with 
« pare clean #1, come to eat 
«nd feaft on the Heavenly Bar 
quet ,the ſpotleſs Lamb n hich was 
ſlain from the biginning of th 
World. ; 

11. 


. Extinguiſh, O Lord, al th 
fires of Hell, my Luft, Pridt, 
Envy, Malice, and all unchart 
tableneſs : create in me, OGod, 
a great longing aſter the bread if 
Heaven, and 4 thirſt aſter thi 
Fountain of Saluations, that 4 
the hart panteth after the was 
ter-brooks, ſo let my ſoul long 
now after thee, my Saviour and 
Reaeemer., Amen, Mt 


- 69 


MevitaTions at the Lords 
Table, ſeeing the Table fpread, 
and thy Elements ſet thereon. 


f hee O my God, haſt pre- 
pared. a Tabk for me 
whoſoever ecaterh thereof, ſhall 
never hunger, or drinketh, ſhall 
never chirſ. / | 

+ Lord, grant that I may ſo cat 
the fleſh of thy, dear Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and drink his bloud, that 
my finful body may be made 


clean by his body, and my foul - | 


waſhed thrgugh his moſt prec1- 
. ous bloud z and that I may e- 
vermore dwell 1n him, and he 
1 MC. 


then thou heaveft the Miniſter 
ſay,Draw near with Faith, 
and take this, holy Sacra- 
ment, then lift up thy beart 
to God, and ſay, | 


O Lord, I am not worthy by 
reaſon of my manifold fins, ro 
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approach before thee ; but ſee- 
Tg it hath pleaſed thee in mer- 
cy to call me, behold, in humi- 
lity and obedience I come. 


When we hear the Miniſtey, 
read the words of Chrift's 
Inſtitution, ard fee him or: 
ger the Bread andthe Wint, 
ſay, I, . 


O Almighty God, who out of 
thy great love to us,.:didft ſend 
thine onely begotten 'Son Irmo 
the World to redeem finners, 
of whom 1 am chicf, prant that 
T may receive him with 2. 
thankful and fincere heart. 


H7:n we ſte the Bread broken, 
and the nine poured out. 


T. I believe; Lord, help my 
unbelief. 

2. My Saviour .was broken for 
my fins upon the Croſs, and 
ſuffered an accurſed death. 

3+ By his Merits I wholly _ 


" -the Lords Fable. , ox 


T ſhall eſcape the curſe of 
that death which: 1s due for 
my 1ins. 
4 0 wretched creature that I 
' am, that I by my fins ſhould 
thus wound the Worlds Re- 
deemer ! 


When the Miniſter is receiving 
in both kinds vimyelf. 


O Lord, ar not worthy that 
thou ſhouldeſt come wnder ay. 
roof ; but {ceing It is thy good 


pleaſure: to yauchiafe me this 


favour , cleanſe me; I bheſeech 
thee , from all my fins, chat TI 
may entertain thee jn a pure 
and ſanRifted heart unto my 
lives cad. 


Ejacylations before the Bread. 


I F Ord, give me eyermore 

EL of that bread, that my 

Soul may be nourtſhe to eternal 
ite, 

2 My Saviour with all the 

. D 2 , bene- 
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72 Ejaculations. | 
benefits of his bitter Death and 
. Paſſion, doth now confe to ſan- 
Rifie and comfort my finful 
Soul ; in full aſſurance whereo 
T am to receive theſe Signs an 
Seals at the hands of his Mint 
ſter. 


At the receiving the Bread,ſay 
_ after the Minifter, 


The Body of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt which was given for me, 
preſerve my Body and Soul un- 
to everlaſting life. I take and 


eat this-m remembrance that 
Chriſt died for me, and will 
feed on him in my heart, by 
Faith and Thankſgiving. 

Let thy crucified body delt- 
ver me from this body of fin 
and death. 


After the Bread, 


O bleſſed Jeſus, I do hearti- 
ly believe that thou waſt cruct- 
e 


d upon the Croſs, and _ 
- for 


Ejaculations. 73 


for me, as well as for any other : 
And as I now have received 
this Bread broken, whereby my 
body ſhall be nouriſhed; ſo I. 
believe that I alſo have recei- 
ved in a ſpiritual manner thy 


body crucified, with all the be- ; 


nefits thereof, the full pardon of 
all my fins and abtion, 
and, the ſtrengthning' and re- 
freſhing of my ſinful Soul. A- 
men. 


Ejacnlations before the Cup. 


I. FN Lord , thou tookeſt in- 

to thy hand the C 
of Trembling , rhou drankeit - 
out the very dregs thereof, and 
thy precious Blond was poured 
out like water for my ſake. 

2. Sweet Jeſus, ſuſtain me 
by this Bread, refreſh me with 
this Wine, recover me with 
this Potion, cleanſe me by this 
Effufion that T may now at thys 
preſent receive joyfully, return 
thankfully, live righteouſly, and 
die happily. D 3 3. 


, 
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| Ejarmations. 
3. And, Lord, pratit that! 

may receive at this'thy h6 

Table with thar teveretice herE 


| thar 1 may be a patraker of thy | 


heavenly Table hereafter. 


At the receiving of #ht Cup, ſay 
after the Mintifdtr, 


The blond of our Lofd Jeſs 
Chriſt, which was ſhed for #8 
preſerve my bedy and ſoul wtht6 
everlaſting life : I drink this in 
remembrance that Chriſts bloud 
was ſhed for me, and am thank- 
fal. * O fer it Þurge my Cort 
ſcience from dead works 4 to 
ſerve the Living God. 


Efjaculations after the Citp: 


1. 7 Have ſworn, and am ſted- 
faſtly purpoſed to keep 
thy righteous fudgments. 

2. To thee thefefore, O thon 
bleſſed Fountain 6f. eterhal 
Sweetnefs; do T addreſs my 
joyful Sonl, to love afid hofgout 
thee to my lives end. Þ 


Ejaculations. fg 

3- Lord Jefus accept of me, 
and+ſo powerfully and graciou(- 
ly af-fſtame,. that I may faving- 
ly behold thee in thy holy Qr- 
dinances, 

4+: That I \may. cleatly ſee, 
avd joyfully confefs what great 
things thou haſt done for my 
poor Soul; 1 OB TC. 

$5. Oh let. this 'my thumilia- 
tion before thee , be a pleaſing 
Sacrifice unto thee , for his a- 
lene ſake, whoſe precious life - | 
thy rich mercy hath ſacrific'd to (| 
thy juſtice forme” ' © 8 | 

6. Lord hear me , arid /have 
mercy on me, for hys' atone ſake | 
whom thou- haſt freely given 
unto me ; that I may truly and 
faithfully love thee; 'devoutly 
ſerve thee, and earneſtly em- _. 
brace thee; arid eternally enjoy Þ 
TNCEE. - ; 
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96 A Thaikſeiving aſtiy 


A Thankſgiving . after tht recti- | 


- 


of the SACRAMENT. 


T. «+ Ve 
Thou Fountain of good- } 
nels ,:I:do truely believe, 

that thy Bloud was ſhed outof 
thy Body, as verily as | have re- 


. cetved the:wine apart from the ? 


Bread z -and that for the remiſ- | 
ſion 'of my Sins, as well as any | 
others. | 


: 40 Þo 

And I de alfo believe , that 
with this. Bread and Wine, [ 
have received thy precious Bo- 
dy 2nd Bloud, whereby my Soul 
is purifed , atid. my Sins /fully 
waſhed away ; and that accor- 
ding to thy promiſe , I ſhall ne- 
ver hunger nor thirſt any more, 
becauſe with this Bread -and 
Wane T have received thy Fleſh, 
which 15s Meat indeed, and thy 
Bloud, which is Drink indeed ; 
with which IT humbly pray thee 
to cher:ſh and nouriſh my poor 


Soul, 


the Sarrament:, = 


Soul, and to encreaſe in me a 
hearty love and affe&ion to 
theſe my fellow-members, who 
have at this time participated 
with me, _ 


And 'O thou who art Alpha 
and Omega, in whom there is 
no ſhadow of change ; work in 


vs all I beſeech thee ſuch a ſtabi- : 


lity of mind , that we may no 
more. ſtart. afide like broken 
bows,but that having our hearts 
whole with thee, we may conti- 
nue ſtedfaſt in thy covenant to 
our lives end, and that _—y 
may be able to ſeparate us 
thy love 3 which I humbly be- 
leech thee to grant, for thy 
Mercy fake. - Amen. 
i Y, F Go 
I blefs and praiſe thy holy 
Name, O Lord, for that in 
mercy vouchſafeſt to accept me 
at this thy Table, amongſt -the 
reft of thy eleK and choſen 
people , — that _ haſt fo, 
racio m guiſhing 
Z D Þ Y Soul 
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98 A Thankſeiving after 
- Soul with the moſt pretrots | 
Body 4nd Blohd of Chytft. 


V. : 
T confeſs; O Lord, Tam not 
worthy of the leaſt of alf thy ' | 
favours ; bur- (#&ing 1t 1s thy 
will and good pleaſure to have 
mercy upon me, give me grace, 
I moſt hambly befeech thee, to | 
walk worthy of this thy Mercy | 
11 hotinefs and newnefs of Iffe: | 
to the Glory of thy holy Natne, | 
and the Salvation of my povr | 
imful Soul, | 
V I. 

_ And; OT.ord, I befeeech thee, 
hotd rhe ſarte temper oper me, 
thir ſo Hvirlg here 'a whille ih 
thy fexr , and deyvaftinp hefice 
in thy Faith, 1 may be reteivel 
into thy favour; and that, 
Lord; for thy Nettie fike , for 
thy Glories fake, ahd'for thy 
Mercy fake, it Chriſt Jefis, my 
onely Mediator #nd Advocate, 
who died aipbn the Croſs for 
my fins, and roſe apzin for my 

Jiſtification. A##m. * 

| T hen 


the Saoramente: 79 


Then joyn with by een 
in Prayer, a bleiving, 

. praiſing Gogt jos bys. gooantſs; 
and ſo dt ki ovingly Ed 
with thearful hidyts, conclu- 


ding with this Bly Ys ſaying 
it after the Min 


The peace of God which 
{cth all underſtanding, ae we 
hearts and iiffds' in the know- 
ledge ___ love of God , and of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord 3 
and the beſts of God Almigh- 


ry, the Father , the Son, and © 


the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt us 
and remain with' us always. 4- 
ments 


Going home. 


As thou art going bome, and 
ſeeſt any objeft of Charity, then 
call to mind ſome of theſe Sen- 
Fences. 


T? do good, and to diftri- 
bute, forget not : for with 
{uch 


80. Sentences ſor Charity. 


ſach Sacrifices God is well plea- 
ſed, Heb. I © 16. - : 
Whoſo hath ' this Worlds 
good » and. feeth his Brother 
ave need, ahd ſhutteth up his 
compaſſion from him , how 
dwelleth the love of God m 
him? Fobng- 179. . © 

Give Alms of thy Goods,a 
. neygr turn thy face from any 
YT men, ad then the face of 

the Lord ſhall not be turned a- 
way from chee, Fob 4. 7, 

, Bleffed 1s the man that pro- 
vide th for the fick and needy, 
the Lord ſhail- deliver .him 1n 
the time of trouble, Pſal. 41. 


} 
He that hath piry upon the 
Poor, lendeth unto the Lord ; 
3nd that which he hath given, 
will he pay him again, Prov.28. 


\ 


Med b 


Meditations  8l 


Mtiditations to be uſed at any 
time, 


| 
How ſecure and ſweetly 
do they ſleep, who go ta 
bed with a quiet conſcience, 
who after a day of faithful in- 
duſtry, m a courſe of juſt and 
pious living, - 


Lay down their wearied 
heads in peace , and fafely reſt + 
in the boſome of providence ! - 
if they awake, their conſcience 
comforts them in the dark, and 
bids them not fear the ſhadow 
of death, - 

| ITE. 

No, nor even death it ſelf; 
but confidently look up and 
long for the dawn of that eter+ 
nal day. This to our fouls 
ſhould be our care, .to note , 
cenſure, and correct _ our 
ſelves ; \. 

IV. 


om oe EE AR tw I ns Abe. o'er dts 1 
4 = wa 1s 


82 - Aeditutions- 
IV. 
To ftnve. for maſtery over 
the paſſions that moleſt us, and 


diſmiſs from our thoughts what 
no way concertfus. 


Y. 9:4 
. Are not our owh occaſion 
buſineſs enongh to fill as nach 
time as this lite deſerves ? Does 
bor the other ar leaft deſerve 
every minute of leiſure we can | 
ſpare from this? / : 
VI. | | 
Let then the worldly purſue 
their wicked liberties , and fay 
and doas they think fit; what's 
that to thee, my foul, who ſhalt 
not anſwer for others, unlef 
thou ſome way make their 
faults thy own ? 
STE gd & 


Thy ptty may grieve, and 
_ thy chatiry ——_ 3 buf 


they will not hear, follow thon 
thy God , . follow the way that 
leads to trath ; follow the truth 
that leads to life, "I 


VIITL.' 

Follow the ſteps.of thy belo- 
ved Jefiggwho alone 15 the way, 
the trath, and the life : follow 
his Holineſs in whar he did ; 


follow his Patichee in what he 
ſuffered. | 
IX. 


"Follow him that calls thee 
with a thoafand protmifes ; fol- 
low hmm thag, crowns thee with 
finite rewards; follow thy 
fairhful Lord, O my Soul, to tlie 
end, and, thoirt ſure in the 


end to poficſs him for ever. 


gn on Deeth. 


q_ we Sie murniuring fill, 
our life 1s but a ſpan , and 
that expoſed tb innumerable 
forrows? Does not the very 
ſhortneſs abate its niiferies ? Ds 
not thoſe many miſeries Com- 
mend its ſhortneſs ? 
Eh: 
Shou'd we not rather rejoyce 
2t the ſight of death, that, 
"when- 


84 Weditations on Peath. 
whenere it comes, ſill brings 
us advantage? if 1n our age, 


*tis a Haven of Repoſe, and 
ought to be welcome after ſo 


long a Voyage. 
| I 


Tf in our youth, 1t prevents 
2 thouſand Calamities, a thou- 
fandgdangers of ruining our 
Sonls ; if by an ordinary fick- 
. neſs, *tis the courſe, of Nature ; 
if by an outward Violence, 't1s 
always the will of Heaven. 

I'V. 

What need we fear how ma- 
ny deaths there are? we are 
ſure there can be bur one for us : 
Dying 1s an a& to be done bur 
once 3 and once well done, we 
are happy for ever. 

V 


Lord, we confeſs thy decrees 
are juſt, and our ſelves the cauſe 
of all our miſeries ; we ſacrifice 
our youth to ſport and folly, and 
our manly years to luſt and 


pride, 
h V L 


Meditations on Death, 85 


| VI. .. 

We ſpend our old Age in 
Craft and Avarice, and begin 
not to live till we are ready to 
die; then we bewail the ſhort- 
neſs of our time, when our 
ſelves have prodigallyſhrown ic 


all away. 
VII. 


We lead a looſe and negli- 
gent life, and then complain 
death takes us unawares. Our 
days are perhaps too few to 
grow rich, or ſatisfie tha ambi- 
tion of a haughty Spirit. 

V I I I. 3 A300 

But to be- taught the loye of 
God, the meek and humble life 
of Jeſus , requires not ſo much 
the number of years, as the 
faithful endeavours of a pious 
mind, .. 


; I'X. | 
Coyld we beſtow, on the im- 
provement of our Souls, the 
time we fo vainly trifle away, 
our day world, be ſhort enough 
nor to: ſeem tedious, and long 


enough 


85 Meditations bn Death. 


enough to finifh our appointed 
-task. | i o ” 4 
. X. 2p, W ©; 7 3p *. 
And what, O: Lord, is ow 
buſiftefs here, but to trim ow 
Lamps, and wait thy coming! 
bur-ro fy the tmmortal feed 
of Hope, and expe& hercafter 
to reap the Increaſe ? = 
i bi! ef: i 
| No matter how late the fruit 
be gathered , if ſtill it grow on 
In growing better z no.matter 
how ſoon it fall from the tree, 
if not blown down before iv be 
ripe. 
» 4 5 > 
O thou moſt juſt, bur ſecre 
providence, who governeft all 
things by the counſel of thy 
will, whoſe powerful hand can 
wound and heal, lead down to 
the grave , afid bring back a- 


gain, 
XIIÞh 1 
Serike as thou pleaſeſt our 
health, our hves, we cannot be 
ſafer than at thy diſpoſal z: _ 


Meditations on Death, ®y 


ly theſe few requeſts we humbly 
make, which, © may thy cle- 
mency youchfafe to hear. = 


(4-3 "Wa Yes, 
Cur as not off in the midſt of 
our folly, .nop ſuffer us to cx- 
're with ons fins-unpardoned ; 
ur make us, Lord, firſt ready 
for thy ſelf, thent take ns to thy 
| {elf in thine own fit time. - 


APRAYER @ thehour » 
of Death. 


| Io the midſt of life, we ave an 
k dtath 4 may we ſors * 
for Succonr, but of thee, O Lord, 
who for our Sins art juſtly diſ- 
pltaſed ? yet, O Lord moſt boly, 
O God moſt mighty, O holy and 
merciful Saviour , remember the 
work of thy hands, and the pur- 
chaſe of thy Blood 5 give not up 
this thy departing Creature unto 
the bitter pains of Eternal death: 
Lord remember now thy great 
Mercy, and thy bloody ſufferings, 
aeath and paſſion ; let thy bow- 
es 


88 Meditations on Death; 


els melt in tender Compaſſion to- 
wards this Perſon in this great 
Extremity > Shut up Hell, and 
open Heaven , that he may be- 
hold thoſe things: which belong 
wnto his Peace. O Lord, defiroy 
PEE O Lord, forſake not, O Lord 
zmoſt holy, O God moſt mighty, 0 
holy and meyciful Saviour, thou 
> moſt worthy Fudge Eternal, ſuf- 
fer not this perſon at bis laſt hour 
* for any pains of death to fall 
from thee. But we beſtech thee 
condutt bim through the Valley 
of the ſhadow of Death, unto the 
land of Everlaſting life, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


.Our Father, &>c. 
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©'A Hymn, 


I. 
»7T"1s vot for us and our proud 
| T _—_ a 
O mighty Lord, to chuſe our 
parts, 
But aft well what thou giv? 
'Tis not in our weak ay to 
make 
One ſiep o' th” way we under- 
tabe, 
Unleſs thou us relitvſt. 
IT. 


What then baft given, thou canſt 
tabe, 

And cb thou wilt , new giſts 
canſt make 3 , 

All flows from thee alone * 

When thou didſt give it, zt Was « 
thine; 

When thou retook'fi it, "twas not 


 minez 
Thy will in all be dont. 


TIL. 


| 
| 
|; 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
' 


A Hymn. 
| III. 

It might perhaps tos pleaſant 

prove, 
Too much attratipue of my low ; 
So make me leſs Jove thee. 
Some things there are, thy Scri- 

ptures ſay, 
And Reaſon proves that Heaven 

and they 
Do ſeldom well agree. 

IV 


Lord, let me-thin' fit caimly 
And reſt conten;ed with my own; 
That is, what tho: allowft. 

Keep thou my mind ſerene and 
free, 
Oſten to think on Heav'n and 


[ 
And what thou _8; beſtow'(t. 


. There let me haue my portion , 


Lord, 
Thers all my loſſes be « hy ; 
No matter what falls here. 
1;'t not enough that we ſhall fing, 


| And love for ever our bleſt King, 


MWhoſt goodneſs brought ws _— 
Yi, 


A Hymn. or 


VL 


Great God, as thou art oxt, Way - 


With one another all agree, ['we 

And in thy praiſe conſpire : 

Macy Men and Angels joys and 
ſing 

Eternal hymns to thee their King, 

And make up all one Zuire. 


Av 


A Hymn. 


| E. | 
M7 God to thePour ſelves we 


ow 

And to thy bounty all we have ; 

Behold, to thee our praiſes bow, 

And humbly thy acceptance crave. 
IS 


If we ave happy in a Friend, 

That wery Friend 'tis thou bt- 
ftow'ſt 3 

His power, his will to belp ont 
end, 

Ts juit ſo much as thou allowſt. 
ITT. | 


Ii we enjoy a free Eſtate, 
ie. 


At 
- 
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"92 Hymn. 


Oar ontly Title is from thee - 


| Thou. mad'ſt our "lot to btar that 


rate, | | 
Na oy elſe an empty blank would 
ba 
Fes & £ 
Ij we have health, that well: 
tun'd grouud, 
Which gives the muſick to the reſt, 
It is by thee our Air is ſound, 
Our Food ſecur d,our phyſickbleſt. 
| V 


If we have hope one day to view 

The glories of thy bliſsful face, 

Each drop of hat refreſhing Dew 

Muſt ſall from Heau'n azd- thy 
free grace. 


Thus then to thee our Praiſes bow, 

And humbly thy acceptance crav, 

Since 'tis to theeour ſelves we ow, 

And to thy bounty al wt have. 
VIL. 

Glory to thee, great God, alone, 

Three perſons in one Deity ; 

As it bas been_in ages gone, 

May now, and ſtill for ever A. 


The End of the Firſt Part, 
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The Second Parr. 


NO 


MEeviTATIoON L. , 
Of Repentance and Amendment 
of Life. 


Lam. 3. 4®. Let us ſearch and 
try or Ways, and turn again 
to the Lord. 


I. 
E are new ſo much 
nearer our Grave 
and all the World 1s 
grown older by a year, the Por- 
tion of the Wicked 1s to much 
leſs; and the time of pu- 

| E 2 nift. 


RR. os 


| 
| 
: 


ab30s * S 


niſhment fo much approacht, 


The ſufferings of the pattent are 
ſo much diminiſhr, and their 
hopes of delivery ſo much in- 
creaſt. 

»* Tk 

They who have ow this day 
in ſia& folly,ſceall theirrhoughts 
now vaniſh like a dream. 
They fee all's paſt buta fear of 
revenge, and the beſt that can 
follow it is a bitter Repentance 
bye ſuch as have wiſely beſtow- 

their time , and made ano- 
ther new ftcp towards Heaven, 
they ſee their Joys come to 
meet them in the way, and ſhll 
grow bigger as they come, til 
by a holy death they joyn in 
one, and dwell rogether for e- 
ternal Ages. m 

ITI. 

O thou bleſſed Author of all 
our Hopes, and perfect Satisfier 
of all our Wiſhes! do thou in- 
ſtruk us in this great wiſe 
truth, and let every even- 


| Ing renevw It in our minds, that 


the 
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Of Amendment of Life. 97 
the things of this world are of 
little import, ſince 1ts Joys and 
Griefs laſt but for a time ; but 
the future Eſtate moſt infinite- 
ly concerns us, where life and 
death endure for ever. 


I'V. 

We are nearer indeed the 
end of our life ; but what arc 
we nearer the end for which 
we live ? What have we done, ' 
my Soul, ro day, "that's truely 
advancive to our laſt C 
home ? Have we encreaſt our 
eſteem of Heaven , and ſetled 
its love more ſtrongly in our 
hearts? have we avoided any 
known temptation, or faithful- 
ly reſiſted, . when we could nor 
avoid ? have we interrupted 
our cuſtomary faults, and checke 
the vices we are molt inclined 
to? or have we embraced the 
opportunities of good, which 
the mercy of Providence has 
offer'd to our hands? have we 
nduſtrioufly contrived occafi- 

SY. -ONS, 


a 


98 Of Amindment of Life, 
ons, to improve as we are able 
our ſelves and others. 
V. R 
Alas ! dread Lord, what do 
we ſee when ſeriouſly we look 
Into our guitky ſelves, when we 


| refle& on our former years, nay 


even the follies bur of this one 
day ? fo many hours miſpent 1n 
nothing , ſo many. abuſed in 
worſe than nothing ! 
VI. 
Pardon, O meek Redeemer, 
what our paſſions have done ; 


and favourably ſupply what our 


weakneſs has omitted ; make 
vs hereafter more carefully 
watch, thac our time unprofara- 
bly flide not away 3 make us 
fele& every day iome fit retreat, 
to ſtudy the knowledge of our 
felves and rhee; our ſelves, to 
corre our many Infirmyrics 3 
and thee, to. adore thy infimute 
Perfedtions. 


The 


of Amendment of Life. 99 


The PRAYER. 


'Q; Gracious Lord, whoſe Laws 
are but neceſſary Rules of 
Soul-ſaving Love, and whoje 
Commands are but efficacious 
Advices of what our nature re- 
quires to .grow happy, quicken, 
we beſeech thee, the ſlackneſs of 
our obedience to them , by often 
reflecting on this thy generous 
goodneſs; and grant that the rea- 
ay obſeruance paid by all other 
Crea. res, to thy leaſt will in 
ſerving us, may ſo reproach our . 
perverie reſiſting the guidance of 
thy ſweet Fpirit , towards our 
own onely good , which thou 
kindly calleſt thy ſervice, that we 
may feel our ſelves confounded 
with ſhame at our notorious fol- 
lies, and be henceforth apter to 
learn by all the world about us, 
our duty to thee, through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, thy Son and 
047 Saviour. Amen. | 


E 4 Mgpr- 


MeviTaTion II 
Of the Glorits of Heaven. 


Pſal. 19. 1. The Heavens declare 
the Glory of Goa: and the 
Firmament (heweth his beyny 
worh. 


x £ —_ S Lord,ſeek other 
Deltghrs, who expett no 
Felicity from thee : Let them 
fhll up their time with other 
employments, who think thy 
rewards not worth their labour; 
as for thy Servants , our chief 
content ſhall be, to' meditate 
the Glortes prepared for us a- 
bove, all the few years we live 
ſhall ſpend themſelves to pur- 
Chaſe that one eternal Day. 


IL 
That day whoſe brightnefs 
knows no night, nor ever m_ 
rhe 


Of the Glovies of Heaven. ot! 


the leaſt eclipſe, whoſe chearful 
brow no cloud o're-caſts, nor 
ſtorm moleſts the paſſage of 
its rays, bur ſtill ſhines on ſe- 
rene and clear; and fills with 
ſplendour rhat ſpacious Palace; 
it needs not the fading luſtre of 
our Sun, nor the borrowed fil- 
ver of the Moon : the Sun that 
riſes there 1s the Lamb; and 
the _ that ſhines the Glory 
of God. 
III. 


 O kowbeauteous truths are ſung 


of thee, thou City of the King of 
Heaven! thy Walls are rajſed of 
precious ſtones, andevery Gate 
15 of one rich Pearl : thy Man- 
fionsare built of choiceft Jewels, 
and randurent of thy ſtreets 


are tranſparent Gold 3 down in 
che midſt runs a chryſtal River , 
perpetually flowing from the 
Throne of God ; there all along 
thoſe pleaſant Banks, deliciou- 
ſly grows the Tree of Life, hea- 
ling all Wounds with its balmy 
lcayes, and making immortal 

| "4 all 
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all chat 'bur traſt irs fruis. 
I'V. | 
Thus 15s the Holy City built ; 
thus is the new Feruſalem a- 
dorn'd, O fortunate and glo- 
rivus City ! how free and hap- 
Py are thy glad Inhabirancs : 
Every head wears a Royal 
Crown; and . every hand a 
palm of Viftory- Every eye 
over-flows with Joy, and every 
tongue with Pſalms of . Praiſe- 
Reliold, O my Soul, the Inher1- 
rance we ſeek; and where can 
we find more Riches to invite 
us ? Behold rhe Felicities to 
which we are called ; and where 
can we meet ſuch Hleaſures te 
entertain us ? 
—S 
Away "then all vain and 
worldly defires, be haniſht ever 
from moleſting my. Peace. De- 
ſcend thou blefſed Heaven 1nto 
my heart, or rather take up my 
heart tg thee , thy Joys are ſo 
great ro enter inro me : O make 
me fit to enter 1nro chem, make 
me 
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me ſtill think on my Country 


above , and there eſtabliſh m 
erernal home , where TI ſhall 
dwell perpetually 1n the view 
of my God, and be filled for 
ever with the ſweetneſs of his 
preſence. For if theſe 1mper- 
fe& ſhadows ſo ſweetly pleaſe, 
how will the real ſubſtance 
tranſport our hearts. 


The PRAYER. 
'<0. God, who graciouſly woo'ſt 


us to our eternal Inheri= 
tanc?, by deſcribing its inexpreiſ= 
ftble Glories all manner of ways 
which are apt to work upon our 
low conceits, that they may fitly 
inſinuate themſelves, and become 
by deerees abſolutely maſitr of 
our. hearts. Bri g them, we be- 
ſeech thee, ſtill ſea onably into our 
memories, and ſo ſtrongly ſettle 
them in our affeiions , that our 
ſouls being wholly. raviſht with 
thoſe greet hopes, all t:mptations 
and vanities of this world - | 
J 


o 
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fly unconcernealy by us, and nt- 
very be able to diſtraft our entire, 
and teddy, and daily ftrengthen- 
ing deſires, of entring once for 
ever into paſſes on of thy King- 
dom, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , our onely Saviour and 
Redeemer, Amen. 


tit. A 


—_—_- 


MEviTtaTion II]. 


Of Go s Providence. 


x Pet - 5. 7: Caft all your care 
won God, for he careth far 
You. 


M*% God, 4 every thing I 
ſee thy hand ; 1n every 


paſſage rhy gracious Provi- 
dence. Thou wiſely governeſt 
Ms in a! QUT, Wa Ys, 2nd Preven- 
reſt with thy Mercies a'l our 
wants: : Thou calleft us up in 
M early morntng , and. giveſt . 
u} 


Of God's Providence. Tag 
us light by the beams of the 
Sun, ro labour every one in 
their proper Employnitnt, and 
fill the little place appointed 
them 1n the world, 


IL | 
Thou provideſt a reſt for 
our weary evening, and favou- 
reſt our ſleep with a ſhady 
darkneſs,. to refreſh our bo- 
dies in the peace of night , and 
fave the waſte of our decaying 
ſpirits. Again thou awakeſt our + 
drowſie eyes , and bidſt us re- 
turn to our daily task. Thus 
has thy Wiſdom mixt our life, 
and beauteouſly interwoven 1t 
of Reſt and work, whoſe mutu- 
al changes ſweeten each other ; 
and both prepare us far our 
greateſt duty of finiſhing here 
the Work of our Salvation, ra 
reſt hereafter 1n thy Holy . 
place. 
TIT. : 
Lord, how thy bounty gives 
us all chings elſe, witha large 
and open hand ! Our Figlds at 
"Once 


x06 Of God's Providence. 


once are covered with Corn, 
and our, Trees bow under the 
weight of their Fruit. Ar 
once thou filleſt our Magazins 
with plenty, and ſendeſt us 
whole ſhowrs of other bleſſings. 
Onely our time thou diſtillcft 
by drops , and never giv'ſt us 
two moments at once, but ta- 
keſt away one when thou len- 
deft another, to teach us the 
price of ſo " a Jewel. 


That we may learn to value 
every hour, and not childjſhly 
ſpend them on empty trifles ; 
much leſs maliriouſly murther 
whole days, in purſuing a courſe 
of ſin and ſhame. Lord, as 
thou haſt thus taught our Igno- 
rance, ſo let thy Grace enable 
our Weakneſs, wiſely to manage 
the time thou giv'ſt us, and ſtil 
preſs on to new degrees of Im- 

rovement 3 that with our few, 
ur well-ſpent years, ' we .. may 
purchaſe to our ſelves a bleſſed 
Eternity, A 
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V. 
O thou 'in whoſe indulgent 
hahds are both our Time and 
our Eternity! whoſe Provi- 
dence gives every minute of 
our life, and governs the fatal 
period of our death! O make 
us every evening ſtill provide 
to paſs with comfort that im- 
portant hour : Make us ſtill ba- 
lance our accounts for Heaven, 
and ftrive to encreaſe our Trea- 
ſares and Holineſs , that if we 
riſe no' more to our acquain- 
tance here, we-may joyfully wa- 
ken among thy bleſſed Angels, 
there to unite our Hymns with - 
theirs, and ſing Hallelujabs for 
eVvErmore. 


The PRAYER. 


Goa, whoſe gracious Provis- 
dence vo:chſafes to put us 
frequently in mind of our own 
and the worlds laſt end ,' by bu- 
ryivg every day in the ſilent 
grave of night | ſweeten,we bums » 


bly 


= . + 
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bly beſeech thee, and render fami- 
liar to our expettation thoſe ter- 
rible periods of Time, by our con- 
ſtant due uſt of this, to even our 
Accoants -with thee, and fit our 
ſelves for ſleep with a devout 
compoſure of our Souls to their 
eternal ret : And grant that our 
yielding ſo often, and ſo eaſuly, at 
the ſummons of our drowſie bu- 
mours, to ſuſpend for ſome hoxrs 
all operations of the whole Man, 
may teach our ſouls to reflet 
themſelves into a more reaſonable 
willingneſs of ſerving thte; that 
when thou lay it our bodies in the 
bed of duſt, we may expeft a joy- 
ful Reſurrefiion of our Souls to 
eternal Life , through our Lord 
and Squiour Jeſus Chriſt, A 

men. | 


. 109 


MEvDiTATI o:n-IV. 
Of bearing Affliftion. 


Pſal. 119. 92. Unleſs thy Law 
had been my delight, TI ſhould 
then have periſhed in mine af- 
fliftion. 


I 
O' Soul , fit down in 


peace, and reſt ſecure un- 
der the Almighty's Prote&tion : 
Let us not diſturb the order of 
thoſe Mercies which our God 
has deſign'd us in his eternal 
Counſels. Every accident may 
be turned into virtuez and eve- 
ry virtue 15 a ſtep to our glort- 
ous end. If our Aﬀeairs ſuccee- 
ded, let us praiſe our great Be- 
nefator, and think what he'll . 
give us hereafter,who ſo favours 
us here. If they miſcarry, let - 
us yield to the will of —_ | 

0 
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and learn by our Crofles in this 
world, to betake us to the other, 
Whatever happens, let this be 
our conſtant rale, tq provide 
for the future Life, and be con- 
rented with the preſent. 


Shall we not patiently accept 
a little evil, __ him That has 
given us ſo much good ? Shall 
the, being without ſome one 
thing we nced not, more ſenfi- 
bly affe& us, than the havin 
all we need? Inpgrateful we! 
the common benefits we all en- 
joy deſerving the Thankſgiving 
of a whole life. The Air we 
breathe in', and the Sun that 
ſhines on us; the Water and 
the Earth, that ſo faithfully ſerve 
us; the exerciſe of our Senſes, 
and the uſe of our Wits, if not 
in excellence, ar leaſt to ſome 
degree : -All theſe, O Lord, thou 
generally giveſt to the good and 
to the bad ; and for the leaſt 
of theſe, none can praiſe thee 
enough. | 

III. 
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Of AﬀQtion. Inn 
ITE 
nigh fopernanurdl Blotngs? the 
gh ſupe : 

Son of God to redeem us, and 
Heaven to reward us? What 
ſhall we ſay ? can we yet com- 
lain, becauſe _ ew, — 
z are more erous than 
_ Should we bake look 
down on the many below us, 
and be. thankful to ſee our ſelves 
more favour'd than they? ſhould 
we nat reckon ©'re the miſeries 
of mankind, and bleſs our God, 
that hath ſo preſerved us ? Had 
we ſome deſperate Canker 
breeding on our face, or noi- 
tome Leprofic ſpreading over 
our skin, (theſe, we muſt all 
confeſs are incident to our Na- 
ture, and more than theſe due 

to aur Sins. ) 

I'V. 

What would we give to be 
as now we are? how gladly 
change for a moderate Aﬀi&i- 
on ? *'Tis bur interpreting our 
worſt Condition well, to find 

mo- 
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motives enough for out Grati- 
tude to God : *Tis but inter- 
preting our beſt condition fro- 
wardly, and find defetts enough 
to think our ſelves miſerably. 
D1d we adore, as we ought, the 
Wiſdom of our God, we ſhould 
eaſily truſt him to rule his own 
World. Could we underſtand 
the ſecret Chara&er of his De- 
crees , we ſhould read in each 


.  Yllable a perfe&t harmony, 


Teach, O thou bleſt Enlightner 
of our minds, teach us ro ex+ 
pound thy Aions in a fair 
ſenſe. 
=: 

Suffer us not to follow our 
private Spirit, left we create to 
our ſelves a voluntary miſery. 


Still let us conſtrue the AMiR1- 


ons thou ſendeft us, as means to 
corre, and nat todeſtroy us ; 
ro prevent ſome fin, or pratice 
ſome vertue; and when we 
need our Croſſes no longer,thou 
wilt take them away. Mean 
while, O gracious Lord, make 

us 


"=2 — OG ww => =, ,ewouaa 


ry 


=f YL 


+ 
—— 


us wait thy time, and not im- 
tabs preſcribe limits to 
thee.- ; Make us rejoyce that 
our Lots are in thy hands ; but 
O let thy Mercy chuſe favoura- 
h | Þ!y for us. Diſpoſe as thou 
, | pleaſeft our Condition here+4 
onely aur Portion hereafter; ler 
it be with thy Bleſſed. 


The PRAYER. 


God, the Eternal fource and 

() neceſſity of Being, on whoſe 
fre overflowing,that of thy whole 
Creation every moment depends, 
ſhribe, we beſeech thee, our hearts 
with a continual dread and rt- 
verence of thy abſoluts Dominion, 
which ſhould thou but never ſo 
little ſuſpend thy bounty, we 
ſhould inſtantly vaniſh all into 
nothing. And grant that as 
we know thou . preſerveſt this 
world, to grow daily- riper for 
the other, to which thou haſt or- . 
ain'd it, we niay by. Grace ſo 
1145band our time heres. as in the 
ntxs 
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_ FITS TOR _ 
ext Life to poſſes thy Etevnity, | 
through our Lord Feſus. Amtn; 


# -+: xt 
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MEDITATION YV. 
Againſt Pride; 


Prov. 11. 2. When pride cometh, 
then cometh ſhame ; but with 
' the lowly is wiſdom. 


E | 

ook no more prqudly, vain 
Duſt; nor provoke any 

longer the Livmg God. 
up thy lips in humble filence, 
and tremblingly remember his 
dreadful Judgments. .Remem- 
ber how the Earth open'd 1t 
ſelf; and ſwallowed up alive (6 
many thouſands! Remember 
how the Clouds rain'd fire and 
brunftene, and buried whole 
Cities 1 their own afhes ! Re- 
member how the general De- 
luge o'reſpread the world, and 
ſwept 


ſwept away, almoſt all man- 
kind'! Remember and ask the 
cauſe of all this Ruine, and rell 
it aloud to the bold Offen- 


der. 
I c. 


Tell him, *twas Sin, and ſucl 
as his, that drew upen them 
ſuch ſwift Deſtru&ion. Sin 
threw the Angels down from 
Heaven, and chain'd them 
in eternal Darkneſs ; fin banifſh- 
ed Adam out of Paradiſe, and 
turned that delicious Garden 
into a Field of weeds. O God, 
how terrible 15 thy mightyArm, 
when thou ſtretcheſt ir forth to 
be avenged on thine enemies ! 
OSin, how fatal 15 thy deſpe- 
rate malice , that pulls on our 
heads all the thunder of Hea- 
yen! 


. TIT. . | 

O my Soul, how dull and 
ſenſeleſs are we, to ſleep ſecure, 
as if all were ſafe ! Can we re-, 
peat theſe amazing Trurhs, and 
net tremble at the Wrath "oe 
the 
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the Divine Juſtice? Can we 
conſider the deplorable end of 
_ Sinners, and ſtill go on in the 
ways of fin, even while we fing 
thy Praiſes, O glorious Lord! 
Our very Duty ſhould fear be- 
fore thee. What ſhould cor- 
rupied Nature then do, when ir 
ſees it ſelf ready to offend thee? 
What ſhould a guilty Conſci- 
ence do, when it ſees 1t felf 
Tuined by offending thee ? 
I V. 

Strike thou our hearts, O 
thou 1nfinire _— , with an 
awful reverence of thy grear 
Name. Corred& our many Le- 
y1ties into a pious Sadneſs, and 
break our proud hearts-1nto an 
humble contrition.. Still may 
our Conſcjences cryAloud with- 
In us, Dare you commit this e- 
v1l, and fin againſt your God ? 
Dare you commit this evil, and 
undo your felves, and plung 
your own Souls in everlaſting 
rorments? Forbid fo raſh'a 
madneſs, gracious Lord, and 

make 


) 
1 
c 
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| 
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Az cinft-Pride 1+ 
make thy- Judgments on others. 
Mercies to us. For' who is 
like thee, O Lord, terrible in 
thy Judgments! and who 1s 
like thee, amiable 1n thy Mer 
cies! 


The PRAY ER. 


O57 , who by Hipes and 
Fears, the main ſwayers of 
our Nature here, baſt graciouſly . 
provided to counterpoiſe our 
weight downwards, and ſuſtain 
our faint þ ogreſs up to thee in. 
thy Kingdom; grant, we humbly 
beſrech the?, that the many tx«, 
amples of thy dreadful Fudgs- 
ments, on obſtinate and incorri-. 
ble fitners, may ſtrongly over-. 
awe our Pride, with other Vices. 
and Inpenitence, and thy Ay 
more eminint inſtances of Indut- 
gence and Mercy to the penitent, 
and truly deſirons of Vertut, may, 
encourage out Weakniſs, and 
make us effeftually endeguouy to. 
£4in it. Aid thy T humbly be- 
F *- ſeech 


148 Againſt Sloth. ; 
ſeech thee, for Feſus: Chriſt . his. 
ahbe; Amen. 
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MExviTArtlion VI. 
Again't Sloth. 


Prov. 12. 24. The hand of the 
diligent \nall bear rule, but: 
the ſlethful ſhall be under tri-. 
butts 


| 

Ty) Etire, O my Secul, into 

thine own boſom , and 
ſearch what thou aimeſt at jn 
all : where do'ſt thou p'ace thy 
chief felicity ? and whither 
tends thy ſtrongeſt deſires? Go. 
co the Great and Prudent of the 
Worid, and learn of them to 
chuſ© thy Intereſts. Do they 
not there increaſe their Eſtates, 
where they mean to ſpend moſt 
of rheir life? Do they there 
projeR ther Manſ.on-ſcar, 1n a | 
J Conn- 


Againſt Sloth: 19 
Country through which t 
paſs as Travellers? . No Now 
my Soul, ſhonld we burkd our 
beſt hopes on the ſandy founda- 
tion of this periſhable Earth. 
'S 


Where, ſure we are, we can- 
not ſtay long, and are not ſure 
we ſhall ſtay a little. O thou e- | 
ternal Being, who changeſt nor. 
yet art the cauſe and end of all 
our Changes! who ſHll remain- 
eſt the ſame rich fulneſs 1n thy 
ſeif, and the ſame bright Glory 
to all thy bleſſed ; reach us, © 
Lord, to uſe this tranſitory life 
as Pilgrims returning to their 
beloved home,that we may take 
what our Journey requires, and 
not think of ferling 1n a for- 
reign Country, but wiſely fore- 
caſt our Treaſures ſo, to be hap- ' 
py where we muſt always be, 
withour any trouble or moleſta- 


ton. 
ITI. 
When thou haſt found thy 
happy end, and found it the © 
# 2 @Nc- 
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onely. good that laſts for ever, 
ſtudy, O my Soul, to know. ſtzll. 
more ; and ſtill more value . 
thoſe immortal. Joys. Strive 
for ſo glorious a Prize wigh.. 
thy whole force, and the ur- 
moſt ſtrajnings of all thy facul- 
ries.. Purchaſe at any rate that. 
bleſt Inheritance , and wilely ; | 
negle& even all things elſe, all . | 
that divert thee from thy holy .. F 
courſe, or but retard the ſpeed . | 
of thy advance. For though 
the leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven be happy enough,vhere 
every Veſſel 1s. filled. to the 
brim. 

V, 


Yet to.inlarge our Capacity 
to the leaſt higher de ey 
ſerves. the buſieſt d1 gence of | 
our whole life. Shall the 1n» | 
duſtrious Bee endure no. reſt,. 
bur fly, and fing,. and labour all ; 

' the day? Shall the unwearied 
Ant be running, up and down, 
rafetch and carry a few grains 
ef corn 2? and we, fer hg 2 | 

A- 


; 
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Againſt Sloth, 't4r 
Nature ſo fully works and tires 
if ſelf in perpetual motion, for | 
whom the render; Providence 
of God commands his ' Angels 
to watchover us, for whom the 


. holy Jefus came down from 


Heaven, and ſpent a whole life 
in continual labour, 
: Y. 

Shall we ſeep on in a' drow- 
fie ſloth, and not ftir a fingerto 
help our ſelves? Awake, m 
Soul , and chide thy flugp! 
thoughts, and ler their ſtapid 
folly plainly know, we have 2 
ſtore to provide , - as well 'as 
Ants, and infinitely Ticher than 
their poor hoard. We havea 
work to do as well as Bees; and 
far more ſweeter than all their 


| Honey. What can fo nobly 


enrich an immortal Soul, as ſtill 
to be gathering a ſtock for E- 
ternity ? what can fo highly 
delight one that every day 1m- 
proves, as daily to ſee the 2» 
creaſe of his. Hopes ? 2 
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VI. 

O bleffed hope ! be thou my 
chicf delight, and the onely 
Treaſure I covet to lay up; be 
thou the quickning life of all 
"= Actions. and fiveer allay of 
a 


my Sutferings; ſo I |} 


n'ere refuſe the meaneſt labour, * 
while I look to receive ſuch glo- } 


rious Wages. So ſhall I nere 


- repine at any temporal Loſs, 
while I hope to gain ſuch eter- 
nal Rewards. Lord, while we 
breathe, make us live to thee ; 
and when we expire, depart in 
thy peace : That, whether we 
hve or die, we may be always 
* thine, and to live with thee in 
life everlaſting. 


The 
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Againft Sloth: 123 
The PRA Y'ER: 


God, whoſt-eternal Provi- 

dence has —_— our 
fouls in the ſhip of our bodies, 
not to expect any part or Anchn- 
rage on the ſea,of this world, but 
ſteer direftly through it to thy 
glnyinis Kingdom! grant, we 
beſtech thee, that daily veflefting 
with what cave and diligence 
the wretched Adventurers for all 
forts of Vanity purſne round 4- 
bout ws theiy deiprrate connvſes, 


we may feel our (clues confoun 


ded with juſt repro:ch, who 
hnowing our engagement on ſn 


important a Voyage, 'yet tabe ſo” 


little pains- to perform it, Pyt- 
ſerve us, O Lord, from ſloth; and 
from the dangers, that on'&! 
fides aſſault us, and brep-out Af- 
fetions ſtill fitly difboſed "to 1e- 
ceive thy boly Infpirations 5 that 
carried (meet ly-and: trovg ly for- 
ward by thy holy 'Spirit, we my 
happily aryive at laſt in thi Hs- 

F 4 ven 
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ven of Etiynal Satvation,through 
- Feſus Ghrift our Lord. ' Amen. 


| SOIT © a _ TO. In  * —li——. 
_ , _ —_ __ — .______ Las LE dd " 


MEpITATION VIL 
On the Vanities of the World. 


.Eccleſ. 1, 14. I have ſten ai the 
' works that are done uuder the 
Sun, and bebold, all 1s vanity 
_ Gaxafies es Spirits 


Te me, Fon eager lovers of 
the world, what *tis 'you 
Vim at in- all your pretences 3 
7 weary you cs with reft- 
' minds with perpetual, care; 
day and night- you are.ſtj]l per- 
.plext, ſill. buſily plotting. to 
compaſs your on ends Tell 
me what are: rhoſe ends you ſo 
long have ſought 3 and I will 
rell you what you ſoon will find. 
While _— ure w_—_ they Du 
b- 


of thi Www, 'fc. Tag 


difirsR your PS, 606 
ren engage in a quarrel amorig 
themſelves. One erid, and one 


alone is the way to Peace ; and 
on that one mult all the reſt ge- 


©" 

'Tis true, and by that rulewe 
guide our lives ; wharte're we 
undertake is onely ro be hap- 
Py. *Tis to be happy thatwe * 
ſtrive to be grear, and enrich 
our ſelves Py O- 
rhers 3 *tis to be happy that we 
run after y_ and covet 
in ev ing our own proud 
wil. "Vur we, ths AN 
our happineſs, an | 
* ſeek where 'tis not to be fornd, 
as filly children think to catch 
the Sun, when they (ce 1t ſer- 
ting at ſo near a4 diſtance, they 
travel = w_ rire —_— - 
vain ; for the thing they ſee 
1s in another world. et 

Wes © . © 

Juſt ſo'we judge, and juft ſo * 
we are decerved', when we 
Sn F 5 think: 
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think to meet with Heaven up- 
on Earth. This world, -alas! 
has now no Paradiſe ; but _all 
Its fruits are weeds and "thorns, 
all dangerouſly mixt with oc- 
calions of 556 all ſprinkled 'o- 
ver with the bitterneſs of Sor* 
row. What did we ever paſ- | 
ſionately love, but ſtill in the | 
end it made us repent? nay, |} 
the beſt cnd was heartily to re- 
pent, and learn by our falling 
to tread more ſure. 

I Y. 

"Pity us, O Lord, who live 
below in the dark, ſill wiſhing 
for reſt, but finding none 3 (oat 
ter,thoſe mi ſſion tha 
blind our eyes, and ſhine 
us with thy beautevus Pp 
convince us throughly SEW is 
a better world than this, a hap- 
= people than thoſe we 

now : Let us every day begin 
our Journey thither , and fit 
our ſelves for thar bleſſed 


« Pjace. 
Y- 
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Tf thus our, nature tend - to 
happineſs , there's ſure ſome 
happineſs to: content our na- 
ture ; ſure the 'all-wiſe Creator 
has provided -means to fatisfie 
the appetites which-himſelt has 
made. Doubt not ; my Soul, 
the bounty of thy: Lord 3 bur 
turn all thy fear on thine own 
naworthineſs: Look-up and ſee 
a rich delicious Land, that 
flows with ſweeter ſtreams than 
milk and honey ; look.np and 
ſee a glorious City, incompara- 
bly braver than the- Courts 'of 


* Kings ; behold the bleſſed An- 


gels ſhining on their Thrones, 
and all the heavenly Saints tri- 
umphing with ther Hymns 3 
behold the Glory wherewjth 
their Lord has Crown'd them 
in the ſolemn day of their e- 
ſpouſals with himſclt. 
V.I. 

Look up yet higher, O my 
Soul, and ſee the ſacred Huma- 
nity of thy dear Redeemer, 


that = 1 
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that blefſed Jeſus who dyed for 
-vs bry-the Croſs, and: now in« 
-Fices us to partake his Crown 3 
fee; and rejoyce 1n thoſe eternal 
:Honours which Heaven and 
-Earth pay'ro their King z look 
up once more, and infinitely 
farther, and humbly admire the 

"unſpeakable myſtery 3 fee ahd 

adore the Soveraign Deity, : eſ- 

-ſentially full of irs own: bleſt 

light, full and overflowing 1nta 

all his Creatures, which ſhine'as 

hetle Beams derived from him. 
VIL. 

+ When thou haſt ſeen all this, 
-my Soul, and ſtay'd ard dwdt 
. awhile among thoſe Wonders, 

rurn down'thme eye cowards 
' the” Earth again, and ſee the 
petty'things that entertain our 
minds : What js a name''ef 

Worour,” or a mamemary plea- 

lure. compared: to the Blils of 

an "cernal Paradiſc? whar. 1s 2 

bay of Money, or a fair Eſtate, 

If counterbalanced with the 

Trea:ures of Heaven ? how nat - 

. $a 


| 
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row there do our greateſt King- 


doms feem how Small a circle - 


1s the whole globe of the Earth! 
Cities and Towns ſhew like 
little hills ; © and the bufie 
World, but like a ſwarm of 
Ants, running vp and c_ 
and juſtling one another ;*and 
all this ſir for a few grains bf 
Corn. 

V IT. 

O Heaven ! let me again lift 
vP mine eyes to thee, and rake 
a fuller view of that: glortous 
Proſpe& : there let me ftand 
and fix my fteddy fight, til 
have look'd my ſelf into this 
firm ſudgment , 'all the moſt 
profperous Fortune can here 
pony or even the {argeſt fan- 

y poſſibly 4magine, ' all 15 'an 
5ale Dream to"thoſe real Joys, 
an abſolute Nothing to chat ſo- 
lid Fdlicky. The uſt ſhall be 
« Lillies planted in Paradiſe, 
and ffouriſh for ever in the: pre- 
ſence.of God. 1f we petform 
with them the part of eps 

; Fre 


4 


139 OntheVanities 


Servants, we ſhall ſurely, with 
_— have the portion of Chil- 
ren. ; 


The PRAYER. 


Almighty God, remove far 
from me Vayity and Lies, 
and whatever elſe 1s prejudicial 
to me; grant that I may love 
thy Law, and delight my ſelf 
therein all the day long : For I 
bave ſinned againſt thee, and 
aealt very wickedly , and bave | 
added to the number of my Fore- 
fathers numberleſs Tranſgreſſions, 
and inftead of bringing forth the 
fruits of Righteouſnes and Holi- 
neſt, I bave turned all thy Bleſ- 
fings, Graces, and Mercies, into 
Wantonneſs; ſo that-T bave pro- 
woked thine anger from the firſt 
time I- came into this World, 
to this very bour ; but, O Lord, 

I beſeech thee, preſerve me from ſin | 
for the time to come, for without | 
thy Grace prevening me, I can- | 
not but fin ; viſit me therefore, 0 
Lord, 


S 
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Lord, with thy Salvation, that 
I may live undefiled in the way 
of thy Commandments, and ſee 
the felicity of thy choſen, and re- 
joyce and give thanks with thine 
Inheritance. To this end ſend 
thy Holy Spirit into my Heart, 
to teach me to deny all ungodli- 
nes and worldly luſts, and tv 
live ſoberly , righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent evil world, 
and to have always in remem- 
brance the great account which I 
am togive at the laſt day, be- 
fore the Tribunal of the Almigh- 
ty. . Lord, fit me for the bour of 
Death, that I need not fear the 
day of Fudgment. Amen. 


. Mepi- 


O” EIA” ror; Br" 4 io, PERL. FEOGIES a ono. nv od, 
- C oy _— -. e- " 


SN ee =... 


OE... 


CT Is! 


f 
: 


W477 


132 Of the Aimighty's 


_—— 


MEeviTaTtion VEIL. 
' Of the Almighty's Proteiiion. 


Pſal. 61. 1. Phoſo dwelleth under 

” the defence of the moſt high, 
ſhall abide undey the ſhadow 
of the Almighty. 


;3Te | 
A TJOr unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us ; bur unto-rhine | 
own bleſt Name give weall the 
Glory. When we have apply 
ed our utmoſt Cares, and 
all the diligence thar lies in our 
power, what can we do, if we 
do not look up to thee, and ſe- 
cond our endeavours with 
Prayers for thy Bleſſings ? When 
we have 1mplored thy gracious 
mercy, and offer'd thee our 
deareſt Sacrifice to obtain it, {| 
what can we do but fubmjt our 
hopes, and cxped the event 
TS from 


= a _ 
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from thy wy” ora 
| g 
we know, and thou thy elf 


haſt raught us, unleſs thon de- . 


fendeſt the City , the Guard 
watches but.in vain : We know, 
and our experience tells us, un- 
lefs thou reach' forth thy hand, 
we are preſently 1n danger of 
ſmking. Every momenrof our 
day ſubſiſts by-thee, and every 
ſtep we take moves by thy 
ſtrength. Even the . line -we 
now repeat, maſt bg 1ts breath 
of thee, and ſtop fthou denieſt 


it. If thou denieft, who can - 


compel thy Wilk or call n-que- 
ſtion thy Decrees ? Are we not 


. all thy Creatures , O: gracious 


God, and as helpleſs Children, 
hanging at the breaſtof thyPro- 
videnees ? 
clay in thine hands, to frame'us 
into Veſſels of what uſe' thou 
pleaſeſt ? 

III. td 


| Bchold, we cabfcf,O Lord, 
in thee we hive, ' in-thee we 
move 


Are we not alt as, 


[4 
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move and have our being ; all 
our ſufficiency proceeds from 
thee ; and our ſucceſs depends 
on thy favour. Others may tell 
us the way we ſhould go; bur 
thou alone canſt enable us to 
walk. Others may inſtru& in 
the paths of Verrue, bur even 
they muſt firſt be taught by 
thee : They muſt be moved by 
thee ro at that Charity ; and 
ſo all at faſt js reſolved into 
thee, 
A I V., 


Should we preſume, O Lord, 
to divide thy Grace,and proud- 
ly challenge any- ſhare co or 

elves, thy mighty truth ſtands 
up againſt us, and our own in- 
firmities plainly confute us. 
Shouldſt thou ſeverely examine 
- our hearts, and ask who works 
all their ations in them, ſure | 
we: muſt needs bow.down our 
heads, and from our low. duſt, 
humbly fay, Nothing are we,.O 
Lord, but what thou haſt made 
us : Onely our fins are entirely 


Eto ce add. a. 2... A 
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our own ; which, O may thy 
Grace extinguiſh for ever. 
V. 
O may all ſelf-preſumption 
die in us, and our whole confi- 
dence live onely in thee : May 


even our frailties make us more 


ſtrong ; and our being —_— 
A be _—_— & ſo ſha! 
t er, O magnt- 
aol hs weakneſs , and thy 
mercy triumph in the relief of 
our miſeries. We receive all 
we have of thee,and why ſhould 
we boaſt as if we had it of our 
ſelves? Thou art my Saviour, 
whom then ſhall I feaf ? thou 
art my Rroteqor and Defender, 
of whom then ſhall I be a- 
fraid ? 


VT. 
Thus we depend, and happy 
are we 1n bs ap. va wv pry 
we but know our own true+1n- 
tereſt : We and our whole con- 
cerns are depoſited yvith God 3 
and where can we find 4 berter 
hand to enſure them ?' Is he 
not 
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not wiſe enouph to chuſe 
> for us, who 4 all whe 
in ſuch admirable order ? Has 
he not power to go through 
with his p » Who com- 
mands the Wills of men and 
s ? Wamts he; perhaps,'an 
inclination to favour us, who 
defires our felicity more then 
our own hearts ? He feeds the 
Fowls of the Air, tid cloaths 


the Lillies of the Fields. With- * 


. Gut his Providence not a 'Spur- 
row falls ro the''pround 3 atid 
Tthall we wiſtruſt his Care for 
this Children ?: Under his 'Go- 
'vernment we have'liv'd alf this 
:White, '*nd-can we now fulpeRt 
hell forſake us ? 
VIL 


He has ſhewed his bounty in | 


"extraordinary Graces, and will 
he deny us his leffer ble{Fngs ? 
He has freely beſtowed on us 
rs deareſt Son , how ſhall he 
nor with him give us all things 
ele ? All that are truely uſeful 


ro carry us on our way, and : 
bring * 


CORRS IE we OO * ©. FF |< wt 
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bring us.at length to his erernal 
reſt ? If our neceſſities be the 
effe&s- of our folly, we muſk 
not preſume he'll maintain us. 
in our fins. Rather we ſhoulg 
ſtrive to moderate Our ape 
tites, and corre@ the VICES Tar + 
have bred theſe miſeries. Bur. 
if our wants be. mnoceny and. 
preſſing, he'll- fooner do a dit- 
racle than-break. his Word, his. 
Word , which 'he ſo often 
has ſolemnly engaged,' ſo ofren 
proved by a thouſand expert- 


mcnts. 
+ tie emer its 
A 0 Ormer Y 
and they will rell you the wop- 
ders he wrought in favous of | 
his Servants. He TIES 
the Oil in the poor Widows 
Cruſe, and fed his Prophet by 
the ſervice of a Raven: He 
dried the Sea into 4 
his your ,» and red the 
Rocks to refreſh their thirſt: 
He made his Angels Stewards 
of their proviſion, and 
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them in the Wildernefs with © 


the bread of Heaven. Still, O: * 
my God, thy eternal Charity 
retains the Tame affeHions for 
them that relie on thee ; ſtill 
thy all-ſeeing Wiſdom governs 
the World with the ſame im- 
menſe - unalterable goodneſs. 
= ſurely now the —_ -— 
thy mercy run more and 
have--wrought to themſet 

larger Channel , yſince - thou 
broughtſt down the Warers 
from-above the Heavens , and- 
open'd in thine own Body -a 


Spring of Life, a Spring of Joy 

and Bliſs, to revive our 

| and overflow themvitha tore 
 retit of everlaſting pleaſure. 


ves a © 
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The PRAYER. 


Eternal: God, whe are not 
able of oxr ſtlves to do any 
thing, without thy Almighty 
belp, Let thy Providence watch 
over us, and guide us in all our 0 
ways, to thy Glory and our fÞiri- 
| tual Benifit ; and grant that we 
| may not place our joys and bopes 
| upon the things of this lyje,which 
# periſh and cannot ſatisfie, but in 
| thee, the ſountain of all truz fell- 
* cities. Let thy myrcy- guide us 
' in thy paths of Righteouſneſs , 
; and give us the fear of thy Name, 
; and knit our Hearts unto thee, 
that neither Liſe nor Death, . 
Principalities nor Powtrs, may. | 
ever be able to ſeparate ws from _- 
. thie. And O thou whll art full _ ©: 
+ of Compaſſion and Mercy, longe 7 
ſuffering, and flerpoes in good-. 
i #5 and truth, be thou always. © 5 


s | 
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ways of thy Commandments, that 
by performing fhat-bleſſid Race, 
we may.arrive to that Heavenly 


. Kingdom PR = all them 
that love and fear thee, through 


Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


| —— __— w 


MEDITATION 1X. 
Love not the World. 


x John 2. 15. Love not” the 
world, ntither the tbings that 
are'in the world 5 if any man 
loves the world , the love of 
the Father is not in him. 


| Ty" 
\ Hy do” we ſtill purſue 
this World, and {0 


ments? a world of vanity. and 
talie deceirs, a world of mifery 
and-lad digers; whoſe croſſes 
are folid, atid{comtorrs empty, 
whoſe ſorrows are permanent, 


and delights paſs quickly away 


condemned with ſhame , and 
the Guilty freed with great Ap- 
plauſe : where ofref the wicked 
are adyanced to honour ,. and 

G the 


eagerly feck 1ts fond Enjoy- 


- «4 
- -, 


a world where the Innocent are ' 
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{ 


PR g—— 
4 bY 4 s © 
% 2. > * # 
SITES TD OE” in Jn FS « x 
L ” 


142 Love not the world. 


the vertudus are oppreſt by dil- 
grace z where friends fall off, 
and kinred forget, and every 
one minds his private inte- 
reſt, . 
I. | 

- Yer are we taken with this 
crooked world , and blindly 
court 1ts painted face; we make 
ſome ugly paſſion miſtreſs of 
our heart, and neglect the pure 
and amiable love of Jeſus, 
whoſe goodneſs to us gives us 
all we have ; whoſe perte&ions 
m himſelf are mere than we 
can conceive : Thou art, O 


glorious Jeſus, the Beauty of - 


Angels, aid the Everlaſting 
Joy of the Court of Heaven; 
thou art the Heaven of Hea- 
ven it ſelf, and1n thy fight a- 


lone 15 thy fulnels of Bliſs. All 
- this thou arc, and infinitely 


more ; and yet, alas, how few 
eſteem thee ! i 
FiIk. 
The World we dearly know 


too often has deceived us, and 


our 


R—— 


| Lovenet the Warlds 


aw ralhneſs cares not t©9 —_ 


again. Thou never, Q 
Tels, he fail'd.our hope, and 
our. dulneſs. fears. to. relie- on 
thee 3 the world, diſtrats and. 
embroils our Spirits,, ad wret- 
ched-we delight in-our miſery: 
Thou always; O. Jeſu, filleſt our 
hearts with-Peace, and ſenſeleſs 
we, are-weary of thy: happinek 
The world calls, and: we faint 
in following ir: Thou calf'i}, 
and we are ſtill; relieved: by 
thee 3 yet is Our; Nature o in- 
exmethy perver(e., we, ruaf- 
ter that-which: tites, and; aban- 


| don that which-refreſhes. Some- 


times our lips: ſpeak gloriouſly - 
of thee, © thaw Kring Cos 


tain of Eternal Blif: Some 


happy times we reliſh 
ſweetneſs, and decry aloud the 
poiſon of the world ;. but we 
are ſoon inticed- by 1 its oujlded 
Cup, and eaſily forlake ts wa- 
ters of. Life. 


© bleſſed: 4 who. took'ſt 


2 up 
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upon thee all our frailties, ro | 
beſtow on us thine own perfe- |; 
&tons, teach us to prize the 
joys of Heaven, and part with 
all _ to purchaſe thee : 
make all the pleaſures of this 
life ſeem bitter to our taſte, as 
they are indeed pernicious to 
our health 3 let not their flat- 
reries any more delude us , nor 
| ſuperfluous cares perplex our 
minds ; but may our chief de- 
light be to think on thee, and | 
all our ſtudy to grow 1n thy 
love ; and let us uſe this world, 
as if we uſed it not : For the 
faſhion of this world paſſeth a- 
* way; we areapt by a fond ſelf- 
love to blame every thing but 
our ſelves , while nothing can 
hurt us but our miſplaced Aﬀe- 
&ions: — 
V. 

All this 1s true; and yet the 
World 1s lov'd, and our Nature 
inclines to affe& its Vaniries ; 
"138 lov'd , and o 1t juſtly de- 
ſerves, did we underſtand irs 
rea 
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real value : Our. life , indeed , 
Wn q ſcems mean and trivial, and all 


things about us troubleſome and 
dangerous ; yer, O my God, is 
their conſequence excellent in 
this, that they are our onely 
way of coming to thee ? This 
world , and this alone's the 
womb thar breeds us,and brings 
us forth to ſee thy light. This 
is alone. the proper Machine, 
wherein thy hand has ſet our 
lives re learn the art of mana- 
ging-1t right, and wind np our 
ſelves to thy glorious Hea- 
VEN. - 


VI. | 
O that we had that happy 
$kfll! how ſoon would every 
thing help forward to advance 
vs ? Whether we eat or drink, 
or whatevep elſe an innocent 
hand can undertake, if we re- 
gard our faithful end, and order 
all to the improvement of our 
minds , they inſtantly . change 
their ſecular name , and deſer- 
vedly are prefer'd to become 
G 3 Re- 


"en 
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_ Riches rhemſclves, | 
#nd tmperiovs Honour, have |] ' 
nor ſo perverſe and fixt a ma- 
hze, but a prudent uſe converts 
them to Piery, and makes them 
fir inſtraments of hipheft Blrfs. 
V IT. 
"Our very delights, O the 
neſs of our God ! may fo 
remper'd with a wife allay, 
that his mercy accounts them 
as parts of our duty , and fails 
hot to give them rheir fufl re- 
ward, while they are entertaitt- | 
ed for the'health of 'owr bodfes, 
and the juſt refreſhment of oar 
wearted ſpirits z and both our 
bodies and ſpirits conftancly 
apply'd to gain new des 
grees of the love of Heaven. 
Thus, gracious Lord, every mo- 
ment of our lives-tnay ftill be 
chmbing up towards thee : 
may we ftill proceed in 
thy Service , even then when 
we moft of all ſerve onr fetves ; 
and then it is indeed we beft 
{crve our felves, when we are 
buſt- 
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I buſieſt in what we call thy Ser- 
i vICe, 


VIII. 
Thou ſweetly vouchſafeſt to 
ſtile that thy Glory, which in 
very truth 5 — but our 
Intereſt; thou kindly com- 
plain'ft we diſhoneur thy Name, 
when we onely miſchief ohr 
own Souls. O bleſſed Jef, 
King of Clemency , and great 
rewarder of little Grace ! 


from Heaven to ſhew us a pat- 
tern, and mad'ſt us free to work 
for our own profit, inſiru& our 
gratitude to conſecrate all to 
thee, ſince all by thy bounty 
will redound to our ſelves. -Let 
us take our minds-off from 
tranſit8ry things, and fix them 
on thoſe which are eternal. 
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The PRAYER. 


| O Bleſſed Lord ! crucifie the 


world unto me, and me un- 
to the world; mortifie in me 


every luſt, and deliver me from t- | 
very temptation, and grant that. 


T may never thirſt after any tem- 
poral' advantage or profperity of 
t5e wicked , but give me an 
hasibi: heart and a mind will 
compos'd, that I may not be over- 


ion 


come with Pride, nor over-whel- | 


. med with Cruelty ; ſanfiifie my 


words and lips , that I may ne- 
wer blaſpheme thy Holineſs , but 
walk before thee in all godlineſs 


and honeſty to my lives end, A- 
men, " | 


c 


MEDITATION XX, 


of Man's Redemption. 


Epheſ. I. 14. In whom wet bave 
Redemption through bis blood, 
even the as of ſins. 


(= now Sy hear, you 
thar fear our Lord , and 
T w1ll tell you what he has done 
for my Soul ; hear , and I will 
tell you what he has done for 
yours, and the wonders of his 
bounty towards all the world. 
When we; lay aſleep -in the 
ſhades of Nothing, his mighty. 
hand awak'd us 1nfo being ; not 
thar of ſtones, 'or plants, or 
beaſts, over which he has made 
us abſolute Lords-, but an ac- 
compliſht ' Body and immortal 
Spirit, and little inferiour to 
his — TT ; he ee? 
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ted on our Souls his own fimi- 
hrude, and promiſed to our Q- 
bedience his own Felicity ; he 
endued 13 wich appetites. to 
live well and happy , and fur- 
niſhr us with means to fatisfie 
thoſe Appetites, creating a 
whole World to ſerve us here, 
and providing a Heaven to glo- 
rifie us hereafter. 


I F. 

Thus didſt thon favour us, 
O infinite GoodneG ! but we, 
what rerurn did we make to 
thee ? Blaſh, O my Soal, for 
fheme ar (0 ſtrange a weakneſs, 
and weep for grief at fo ex-' 
weme an TIngratitude , We &hil- 
diſhly prefer'd a trivial Apple 
hefore*"the Law of ovr God,and 
the faferv of 6ur 0wn Lives ; 
we fondly embrac'd a little pre- 
fFent Sarisfa#ion , before the 
pleaſures of Paradiſe and the e- 
ternity of Heaven. Behold the 
unhappy fource of all our miſe- 
fies, which ſtill 1ncreaſt 1ts 
fireams as they went farther 

\ | on, 
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on, till they exadted ar laſt a 
deluge of juſtice, ro drown 
cheir deluge of iniquity ; and 
here, alas ! had been an end of 
man, a ſad and fatal end of the 
whole world, had not our wiſe 
Creator foreſeen the danger , 
and in time prevented the ex- 
rremity of the ruine , reſerving 
for himſelf a few choice plants, . 
to repleniſh the Earth with 
more hopeful fruit; yet they 
grew quickly w1ld, and brought 
forth ſowre Grapes ,* and. their 
Childrens reeth were ſet on 
edge ; quickly they aſpired to 
an intolerable pride of fortify- 
ing their -wickednefs againſt 
-the power of Heaven. 
| TIE 

Juſtice was 'now provok'd. 
to a ſecond Deluge, and to 
bring again a cloud o're the 
Earth 3 but mercy diſcover'd a 
Bow in the Clouds, and our 
fairhful God remembred his 
promiſe, allaying their puniſh- _ 
ment with a milder pay * 

an 
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and onely ſcattered them from 
the place of their Contpiracy ; 
which yet his Providence cur- 
ned into a Bleſſing, by making 
1t an occafion of peopling the 
Workl. Still their rebellious 
N.:cure diſobeyed again, and 
neither fear'd his Judgments, 
nor valird his Mercies; but 
with a gracclefſs emulation pro- 
pagated fin, as far as his good- 
nefs propagated mankind.Then 
he ſele&ed a private Family, 
and encreaſt and gavern'd them 
with a particular tenderneſs , 
grving them. a Law by the 
hands of Angels, and engaging 
their ovedicace by a thouſand 
favours ; but they neglected 
ro00 their God and Heaven, and 
fell in love with the ways of 
Death. 
I V. 

When thou hadſt thus, O 
deareſt Lord , try'd every re- 
medy , and found our Diſeaſe 
beyond all cure; when the. 
Iighr of nature proy'd too weak - 
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a guide, and the general Flood - 
too mild a corre&ion; when 
the miracles of Moſes could not 
ſoften their hearts, nor the law 
of Angels bring any to perfe&i- 
on; when all was reduc'd to 
this deſperate ſtate, and no im- - 
aginable hope left to recover 
us, behold, the Eternal Wiſdom 
finds a firange expedient, the 
lait and higheſt inſtance of Al- 
mighty love ; himſelf he re- 
ſolves to cloath with our Fleſh, 
and come down among us, and 
die to redeem us. 
V. 

Wonder, O my Soul, at the 
mercies of the Lord ! how 1n- 
finitely tranſcending even our 
utmoſt wiſhes: Wonder at the 
admirable providence of his 
Counſels, how exadly fitted to 
their great deſign; had he . 
been leſs thtm God , we could 
never have believed the ſuh-_ 
lime myſteries of his heavenly 
Dottrine : had he been other 
than man, we muſt needs have 

Wan- 
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wanted the powerful motive of 
his holy Example; had he 
been onely-God , he could ne- 
ver have ſuffered the leaft of 
thoſe affliions he fo gloriouſly 
overcame ; had he been meer- 
ly man , he could never have 
c_ thoſe —_ —_— 
ons he (o patient! 'd. O 
blefſed Jeſu ! both theſe thou 
art in thy ſelf ; be thou both 
theſe to us; be thou our God, 
and make us -adore thee ; be 
- thou our leader, and make ns 
follow the. 
VI. 
 _ Soonas this bleſt decree was 
made , of ſending the Son of 
God to redeem mankind , im- 
mediarely his goodneſs was rea- 
dy to come among us, had our 
ungracious World been ready 
to receive him ; but we as yer 
were too groſs and ſenſual, and 
utterly mcapable of ſo pure a 
Law; we were immerſt in 
cares and pleaſures, and wholly 
indiſpos'd for ſo perfect " obe- 
1ence. 


Of Max's Redemption. 15s 
| dience. While we- were thus 
unfit _ KA Oo gre of 
pure and perfet Holineſs ! thou 
graciouſly wert pleafed to ſtay 
for us, and all that time pre- 
pareus for thy preſence ; from 
the beginning entertaining us 
with hope , and throvgh every 
age confirming our Faith. How 
early, O my *God, didft thou 
engape to relieve us! The Seed 
of the Woman ſhall _ the 
Seypents head. How often didſt 
thou yepear thy Promne to 


Abraham | Tn thy Seed ſhall all 
the Nations of the Earth be bleſ- 
ſed. 


. VIL. * 

How many times 4id thy 
mercy invent, by unqueſtions- 
ble tokens to give norice of thy 
coming ? Behold, a Virgin ſhall 
conceive and hear a Son, and 
his Name ſhall be called, Gea 
with us : & branch ſhall ſhoor 
out of the ſtock of Fe and 
from the root of that branch 
ſhall ſpring a flower : The Sp1- - 

rit 
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Tit of our. Lord ſhall reſt upon 
him ; the Spirit-of Wiſdom , 
Biety and Fortitude ; our Lord 
ſhall rajſe up a Prophet like 
Moſts, and put his words 1p his 
mouth , and he ſhall teach us ; 
and thou Bethlehem , who art | 
little among the thouſands of 
Zudah,out of thee ſhall he come 
that's to be the Ruler of Iſrael, 
whoſe goings forth are from the 
beginning, even from the days 
of Eternity; Heark,. how the 
Eternal Father introduces his 
Son, commanding fiaſt all the 
Angels to adore him ; Thou art 
my Son, this day have T begotten 
thee; Thos art my Son , and 1 
will be thy Father ; I will give 
thee the Gentiles for thine Inhe- 
ritance, and the ends of the 


World for thy poſſeſſion. 
V III. 


*T1s too little, that thou raiſe 
up the Tribes of Faceb , and 
convert the dregs of Iſrael; 
thou art appointed a Light for 
the Gentiles, and a Saviour = 

' the 
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the urmoſt parts of the Earth. 


Heark, how the ancientPro- 
phets rejoyce in the Meſſias,and 
1n ſoft and gentle words fore- 
tel his ſweerneſs ; he ſhall come 
down as fain into a fleece of 
Wool, andas drops of dew di- 
ſtilling on the Earth ; he ſhall 
feed his flock like a Shepherd, 
and gently lead thoſe that are 
with young ; | he ſhall gather 
his Lambs with his Arms, and 
carry them in his Boſom ; the 
bruiſed Reed he ſhall not break, 
nor quench the ſmoaking flax. 
Juſtice and Peace ſhall flouriſh 
1n his days, and Sin and Death 
be deſtroyed for ever. Then 
ſhall the eyes of the blind be 
open'd, and the ears of the deaf 
be made to hear ; then ſhall 
the rongues of the dumb be 
looſen'd, and the lame man 
leap like a Buck. 
I X, 

Thus did thy holy Servants 
propheſie of thee z thus did 
their Children ſing thy nm. 

Cl- 
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Bleſſed be the Lord our God, | 


who alone does wonderful 
things, and blefſed _ be the 
Name of his Majeſty for ever; 
his Dominion fhall reach from 
Sea to Sea, and from the River 
to the end of the World; the 

who dwell in the Wikdernet 
ſhall kneel before him, and his 
Enemies ſhall lick the duſt ; the 
— 4 of Tharſis and the Iſles 
fall offer him Preſents ; the 
Kihgs of Arabia and Saba ſhall 
bring him Gifts; all the Kings 
of the 'Earth ſhall adore him, 


and all Nations do him Ser- 


vice, 
RX. 

For he ſhall reſcue the weak 
- from the hand of the mighey, 
the weak, who had none to 
help him : He ſhall be fayou- 
| ro the ſimple and needy, 
and preſerve the Souls of the 
Poor : He ſhall deliver them 


from Uſury and Oppreffion, and 


their Name ſhall be Honoura- 
ble *n his ſight : He ſhall me 
an 
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| and to him ſhall 'be oX 
the Gold of Arabiz :, They war 


adore him —_ . 

blefs him all daylong. of Foes 
Ecernal King of Keaven 'and 
Farth, 'make good to thy Ser- 
yants thefe 'happy preti&fons : 
So rule ns here , thar we obey 
thy Grace; fo favour us here- 
afrer, that we enjoy thy Glo- 
TY. 


The PRAYER. 


'< Moſt Glorious ani Powtr- 
ful Feſus ! who with thine 
. own right hand , and with thy 
boly arm, haſt thou gotten 'to thy 
ſelf on our behalf ghe Viftory over 
Sin, Hell, and the Grave. O let 
thy Mercy and Truth continually 
preſerve us: O how greatly are 
we wretches bound to ſear thee, 
to loue thee, to bleſs thee, to 
praiſe thee, to honour thee, and to 
glorifie thee , ſeeing we are 10- 
deemed with ſuch a price, ſalued 
with ſuch a giſt, cheared with ſo- 
many 
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many promiſes and bleſſings of the 
ſame : eſtabliſh, O God , that 
which thou baſt wrought in us 3 
finiſh what thou baſt begux, that 
we may be able to come into the 
fulneſs of thy mercy : Make us 
through thy Holy Spirit to unadtr- | 
ſtand, and through thee to di- | 
ſcern, and with dxe honour, to 


, reverence this high myſtery of 


Godlineſs, how God was mani- 


_ feſted in the Fleſh, juſtified in the 


Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, belizgued on in | 
the World, and received up into | 
Glory, where we doubt not but | 
fat reign with him for tutt- 
more. Amen, | 


GS $3 © 
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MEDITATION XI, 


On the Frailties of this Life, 


4 Pal. 39. 7. For man walketh in 


a vain ſhadow, and diſquiet- 
eth himſelf in vain : be beapeth 
up riches, and cannot tell 
who ſhall gather them. 


U Nhappy - the Children 
of the Duſt! why were 


we born to ſee. the Sun? wh 


did our Mothers bring us _ 

to miſery , and unkindly* 
Joyce to hear us cry ? Whither, 
alas : has their errour led us ? 
in how fad a condition does our 
birth engage us? We enter 
the world with weep! oyeh, 
and go out with fſighing hearts; 
all the few days we live , are 
full of vanity, and our choiceſt 
pleaſures ſprinkled with IE: 

neſs : 
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neſs : the time that's paſt is 
vaniſh'd like a.dream, and thar | 


which is to come, is not yet at 
all. 
II. 


The preſent we are in, ſtays 
but a — and then ES 
Way- and-<Qever returns :- alrea- 
dy. we axe dead. toll the years 
we have lived , and ſhall never 
live them over again; bur the 


longer we live-, the ſhorter is 


ur life, and in the end, we be- 
come a lump of clay. O vain 
and miſerable world, how ſadly 
true- 15. all this ſtory! and yet, 
Yas:! this is yot- all; but new 
complaints: remain, and more, 
and worſe : mr OUT Face 
in conremptible weakneſs, and 
our whole courſe is a progreſs 
of dangers, | 
 - 


If we eſcape the miſchances 
ofa child, we paſs on to*the 
raſh adventures of youth : If 
we out-live theſe ſuddeu ſtorms, 
ve fall into far more Rs 

cala- 
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of this Life Gy » 


s ff calamities: Qur. own. ſaperflg= 


4 ous cares deliberately conſume 
9 us, and the croſſes of the world: 
weary ont. our hves. Should 
we by ftrange fucceſs, o'recome 
all theſe, and ' ſtill bear ap our 
proſperous head, we are ſure at 
laſt, old age will frad us, and 
bow our ſtrength.down. to the 
grave; the grave from which: 
n9 priviledge exempts-, nor 4+ 
ny power. controuls 1ts Com-. 
mands, 


= n 
The Rich myſt leave their 


wealth behind:them , and: the 
great ones of the world be 
crumbled inro duſt ; the beau- 
reous. face muſt be turned into 
rottcnneſs , and the pamper'd: 
body becomes: the f of 
worms : the buſie man 'muſt 
me _ to die ay own 
ull employmenc fpares none 
to provide for't.; even the wiſe 
and vertuous muſt: ſubmic_ to 
fare, and the heirs of Life it ſelf 
be che priſoners of Death. This 

when 
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when I ſee, I weep, and am a- 
fraid, ſince we all muſt drink of 
the ſame cold Cup z all muſt go 
down the ſame dark grave, and 
none can tell how ſoon he may 
be calFd. * : 

\ 

To day we are 1 health a- 
mong our friends and” affairs, 
and tomorrow arreſted by the 
hand of--Deathe:: Nature may 
faintly ſtruggle for a time, but 
muſt yield at laſt, and be bu- 
ried 1n the Earth . Art laſt we 
muſt take leave of our neareſt 
Relations, and bid a long fare- 
wel to all the world. Perhaps 
the people may talk of us a 
while, ſomerimes as we deſerve, 
and often as they pleaſe* per- 
haps our bodies once laid out 
of _ , We no more are re- 


membred than if we had never 


been: onely our good works 
follow us to the grave, and 
faichfully'go on with us beyond 


Gur funeral. . 
'The 
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The PRAYER. 


Lord God, I was nothing 
worth, and am in hazard 
to be worſe than nathing + I was 
conceived in original ſin,\ now 
full of aflual tranſgreſſions's TI 
was in the womb a /oatbſome 
ſubſtance 3, 1 am in the world 4 
lump of corruption, and: T{hall be 
in the grave 4 Frey for worms 
but I know, ſweet Feſus, thy 
grace 1s ſufficient for me, and thy 
mercy can expreſs it ſtlf in my 
miſery. Let thy mercy far me, 
thy bands deliver me from death, 
and ſnatch me from the jaws of 

Hell: and, O blifſkd Feſus , 

through thy precious Bloud and 

P aſſion, by thine all-ſufficient $4+ 

crifice, Oblation, and Satisfatti- 

on, reverſe my deſerved puniſh- 

ment,and convert my paſſed #vils 

to preſent good , and ſutiire joys 

in thine everlaſiing and moſt glo+ 

rious Kingdom. O let not the © 

troubles of this lije perplex me, 

H nor 
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07 the horrours of death affright 
me; but both in life and death 
let my ſubmiſſion teftifte, that thy 
Holy ill s my Law: And a- 
midſt the very agoni's of Death, 
fuffer not my Faith to fail, nor 
my hope of Heaven to deceive mt, 
nor my Charity to die before me ; 
but let my very enemies be for- 
given by my Prayers, for bis ſake. 
Who prayed for his Enemies, and 
whilft we were Enemits,died for 
us, even the Lord of Eternal 
Glory, Amen. 


MEDITATION XIL | 


Of a guilty Conſcience, and Tars 
, . ments of Hell. 


Rom. 2.15. Their Conſcience alſo 
bearing witneſs, and their 
thoughts the mean while accy- 
ſing or excuſing ont another. 


EL 
Hy do you leugh, unhap- 
pY wreteches , who tire 
your ſelves in the ways of fin ? 
ways that indeed. ſeem ſmooth 
at firſt; bur lead ro; danger, 
yer puke ara} 
; your life, who lie 
aſleep in che arms of death ?- a- 
wake, and chaſe the dream'a- 
way , that deludes: your fick 
heads with empty fancies ; a- 
wake, and fill your cyes with 
rears, and fadly look on your 
real miſeries. Whither , alas, 
H 2 wll 
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will your Souls be hurried, 
when in cold diſpair you frgh 
away your laſt faint breath ? . 
TTX BY «© | 


LY 
o 


They ſhall fly amazed from 
the fight of Heaven , and hide 
their guilry ſelves in eternal 
darkneſs : there they ſhall dwell 
with intolerable pains, weeping 
and wailing, and lamenting for 
ever. Their underſtanding ſhall 
fit as in 4 deep dungeon ,_ and 
think on. nothing bur jts own 
calamities : their will ſhall be 
herghtned to a madneſs of 'de- 
fire, and perpetually rackt with 
the deſpair of obtatning. Their 
memory ſhall ſerve but. to re- 
new their ſorrows, and their 
Souls be'drowned in a Sea of 

. bitterneſs. They ſhall-wiſh the 
mountains to fall upon” them, 
and cry to the hills ro cover 
them ; "bur nothing ſhall fall on 
rhem but the wrath of God, 
nor cover them, bur their own 
Contuſion. by 
, be, I 4 
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and Torments of Hell. wy 


| ITI. 

There every Vice ſhall have 
its proper torment, 'prodigi- 
ouſly bred out of 1ts own'cor- 
ruption. The Laſcivious ſhall 
burnt 1n unquenchable fire," per- 
petually flaming from their 
own paſſions. The Glutton and 
the Drynkard. ſhall vainly ſigh, 
for a drop of water to cool 
their tongues. The furious 
cholerick ſhall rage like mad 
dogs, and -the Spiteful enyious 
gnaw their own bowels. The 
Riches of the Covertous ſhall be 
as thorns in their ſides, and the 
Proud be thrown down to the 
botrom of contempt. The 
Slothful ſhall miſerably geplore 
their loſt time, and lan = 
with grief for their ngy 
gligence. | 

EVE. -{ 
- But, O what horrid pangs 
ſhall ſeize-them all, and «9 
and pierce the very cehrter of 
their Souls! when ſhall 
ſee themſelves eternally depri- 
H 3 ved 


190 Of a guilty Conſtimee, 
ved of the F... of = d bli6ful | | 


viſion of God 
ſhall ſee cthemſclres way nr 
baniſh'd from. the ſweet and 


tous preſence of 4 
wk = _ ao fue; Tei 
enjoy his 3 that Jeſus 
+5 m—_ them ro be 
_ of his F — ; cha ſhall 

curſe the day of their 
biohand the unfortunate | 
panions that invegled them to 
fin. © They ſhall curſe this vain 
gr ome , _—Y "oy 
with a rate 
Are theſe om effects of thoſe 
fond defires, whoſe enjoymetir 
we made our chief felicity ? a- 
las ! what avail us, now our 
. —_ —_— . and che fugi. 
tive ures we ſo cagerly 
ſued? What comfort Mk | 
we from » o$ empty Honours, 
and faithlets Riches we fo hiigh- 
ly eſteemed ? they all are va- 
niſhr away like a ſhadow, and as 
a cloud of ſmoak that's ſcatter- 
ed wich the wind. 
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V. 


and Torments of Hell. 151 
Ss, 4 

But rhe remorſe and punſh- 
ment endures for ever, and tdr- 
ture our Spirits with perpetual 
anguiſh, Thus ſhall they cry, 
and none regard to hear them 
thus ſhall they mourn, and none 
be found to pity them. O fad 
expedance of a deſolate life! 
O dreadfut conſequerice of an 
impenitent death ! eternally to 

long for what they never 
enjoy 3 eternally to ſuffer what 
they never can avoid. Bleſſed 
be hy | armqres Providence , 
O God, with ſuch render 
care forwarns us of our dangers. 
O fave us too, dear Lord, from 
all thoſe dangers : fave us for 
thy mercies ſake ; fave us, atid 
make us fearful ro do, what 
when we have done, will make 
us miſcrable to ſuffer. Quic- 
ken our apprehenfions of the 
ruinous effe&s of fin ; and with 
thy terrible threatnings check 
our unbridled paſſions , that'if 
thy glorious Promiſes move ot 
H 4 our 
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172 Of a gnilty Conſcience, 


our hearts, the feary at leaſt of 
Hell may fright us into Hea- 
ven. | 


The PRAYER. 


O Lord, T do conſiſs I am un- 
worthy of the leaſt of all 
thy mercies ; for my wickeaneſ- 
&. bave gone over my head, and 
are as a burtben too beavy fot 
ims-t0 beay : my Fhivit is ſorrow- 
ful, and my heart is heavy 3 my 
words are ſtopt with ſighs, and 
my paints with tears. . O let 
thy Divine Majeſty bend down 
thy.gragious eye of pity, and for- 
give ml. my fins, the unhappy 
ground of all this woe 5 where my 
miſrry hath thus abounded, there 
let thv mercy much more abound: 
Keey me, I beſeech thee, from 
ar 7"ving of thy mercy, or 


fgiting thy providence. Thou 


art a skilful Phyſician,and canſt 
C:8 all my Tnfirmities ; thou art 
a mg iſul God, and canſt forgive 
ak, my ſins : thou wilt not ws 3; 
: "0" "ou 


= 


bs 


and Torments of Hell. 173 


the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 
ſmoaking flax. O Lord, Peak 
peace ' always unto my Soul, an 
ſay unto it, I am thy Salvation : 
| and this I beg for Feſus Chriſt 
his ſake, my Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


_ — 
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MEviTATION XIIL 
Of the ſtate of the Godly. 


2 Pet. 1.3. According as his 
Divine Power bath Om un- 
to us all things that pertain 
unto life and poor nine 
the knowledge of. him that 
hath called us to glory and 
Vertue. 


WH do _ mourn , you 
Children of the Light, 
to whom belong the Promiſes 
of Bliſs ? who feed on the plea- 
ſant fruits of nts the con- 

& 8 tinual 


% 


174 Of the fate of the Godly. 

tinual feaſt of a good Conſci- 
ence ; who taſte already the 
fweerneſs of hope, and hereafter 
ſhall be farisfied wich the ful- 
neſs of fruition. What can 
moleft your happy ſtate, whom 
the God of Glory has choſen 
for _ : _ he has a- 
do into his own Family, 
292 defign's ſor Heirs of the 
- Kingdom of Heaven ; thar 
bleſſed Kingdom, where all de- 
lights abound, and forrow and 


tears are baniſht quite away. 
TI 


Where none are ſick, grow 
old, or dic, but flouriſh in 
health, and youth, and immior- 
tal life ; where norte are per- 
ptexr with cares or fears, bur 
dwell ſecure and free for ever ; 
where we no more ſhall be fub- 
Je to chance, no more be ex- 
povd to the danger of tentati- 
on; where we no more ſhafl be 
croft by others ; no more di(- 
qurered by eur own paſſons ; 
bur a ſerene tranquility perpe- 

| rually 
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Of the Rats of the Godly. 11; 


rudlly within us, and innunte- 
rable joys all round abour 


US. 
ITI. 
Joy in the excellency of our 
glorified bodjes ; joy in the 


| perfe&ions of our | enlarg'd 


Souls ; joy in the ſweer fociety 
of Saints ; and joy in the glori- 
ous company of Angels; joy in 
the raviſhing fight of our belo- 
ved ſeſts; joy in the bliGful. 
union with the adored Deicy : 
all ſhall be joy and love 294 
peace, and al! endure for eter- 
nal ages. Let then the impe- 


\ nitrent finner be frighted with 


fear, and the obdurate hearr 
break aſimder with grief; but 
for the hopefffl Tnnocenr, Ter 
them be glad, and the Seryants 
of Jeſus rejoyce and ting. 

" & P 


Sweet is the yoke of thy love, 

O Lord, and light che burthen 
of thy Commands ; but O, how 
far more rich are thy faithful 
Promifes ! how inamrcly gred- 
, tEF 
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1:5 Of the ſtate of the Godly. 

*xx thy. glorious Rewards! 
When every Vertue ſhall wear 
its proper Crown , and ſhine 
with a Diadem fit for its own 
head : the humble there ſhall 
be highly exalted, and the poor 
in ſpirit prefer'd to be Kings 3 * 
the meek ſhall poſſeſs that Ho- 
ly Laad, and the mourners be 
comforted with cternal Refreſh- 
menrs ; the clean of heart ſhall 
ſce the God of Purity ; and the 


' Iovers of Peace have the privi- 


...ze of his Children, 


V. 

They who hunger and thirſt 
after Heaven ſhall be filled, and 
the merciful entertain'd with 
the embraces of mercy : they 
who fufter pexſecurion ſhall a- 
bundantly bz rewarded,and en- 
liphtners of vthers ſhine bright 
as the ſtars : they. who relin- 
quiſh any thing for God , ſhall 
receive a nundred fold, and all 
the Juſt be 11 Glory for ever. 
Then ſhall they bleſs the true 
Friend-that reproved them, _ 

| the 


Of the ſtate of the Godly. 177 
the charitable hand thart aſſiſted 
to their Happineſs: they ſhall 
bleſs the provident mercies of 
their God, and/ fing aloud the 
victories of his Graces. Ts this 
the effe&s- of thoſe little pains 
we took? Are theſe the re- 
pairs for thoſe petty loſſes we 
ſufſer'd ? Happy we , who de- 
ny'd our felves toys, and now 
are advanced to theſe high felt- 
citics, 


VI. | 
Millions of years ſhall paſs a- 


way, and our glory ſhall ſeem 
but then to begin : millions of 
millions ſhall vaſs away, and our 
Glory ſhall be no nearer 1ts 
cnd.' Thus ſhall they all re- 
joyce and none diſturb them : 
thus ſhall they ſing, and all the 
Heavens joyn with them. O 
ſweet expeRance of a pious 
life ! O happy conſequence of a 
holy dedth'! eternally to be 
freed from whatever can af- 
ti& ! eternally to enjoy: what- 
cyer can delight ! we thall here- 

afrer 


178 Of the ſtate of the Godly, 

after adore thy blefſed Self, arid 

ſing eternally the wonders of 

thy Glory. 
VII. 

Bleſt be thy gracious Provi- 
dence, O God, that with 6 
large a bounty wooes us to our 
happineſs ; wooes us in a way 
we are ſo apt to be taken; the 
love of our ſelves, and our 
own great intereſt, as thou haſt 
prepar'd ſuch Felictries for us ; 
O may thy grace preg us 
for them! O may this heſt of 
works take up all our time ! at 
leaſt, take up the Heſt of our 
time, at leaſt every morning, 
let us renew our hope, and cloſe 
che evening with the ſame 
ſweer thoughts; let us not 
* faint, and we ſurely (hall ſee a 
proterone iſſue out of all our 
orrows. Still let us labour, 
Mill ler us ſuffer ; our troubles 
__ ſhort, and our joys eter- 
nal, | 


The 


n Ms 
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The PRAYER. 


Eternal God, my btart and 

my tongue (hall always 
praiſe thee, and glorifie thy boly 
Name; thy loving kinduſs is 
better than life it ſelf. Oat the 
day-fpring of thy favour, viſit 
me fhom on bigh, that I may fee 
thee with an eayly Devotion, an 
purſue aſter thee with a conſtant 
and an attive induſtry, now 
while it is called to day , befove 
the night cometh wherein no man 
can work. O when ſhall I come 
and appeay before thee | when 
ſhalt I come and behold thy ſþa- 
cious Courts, where thou art at- 
tended with millzons of Angels, 
& beautified Spirits ! O give me 
thy help, that I going through 
this vale of miſery, the pools may 
he filled with water , my heart 
and my eyes may run over with 
tears of Repentance, and over- 
flow with ſorrow and contrition 
for my fins, that I may be pre- 
par'd 


180 Of the ſtate of the Godly. 


par'd with faith and repentance, 
as with a wedding garment, a» 
gainkt the time that thou,0 Lord, 
ſhalt call for me out of this ſinful 
world ; and in the mean while, 
let me fly from ſin as from a ſer- 
pent, and from unrighteouſneſs as 
from*a cochatricez and above 
all things iT thy Glory, that 


when this mortal life is ended, 
T may then be made partaker of 
Immortality, and life eternal, in 
thy moſt bleſſed and glorious 
Kingdom. Amen» 


—_— 


ME DITAT 10N XIV, 


The Soals Choice. 


Pfal. 62. s. My Soul, wait thou 
onely upon God, for my hope is 
in him. 


F. 

Ome now my Soul and 

chuſe ; for Life and Death 
are ſet before thee: chuſe 
while thy gracious Lord allows 
thee day , leſt the night of 
darkneſs overtake thy negle&: 
chuſe, but remember thy eter- 
nity 1s concern'd ; and examine 
ere thou mak'ſt thy reſolve : 
call all the plezſures of the 
World before thee-, and ask if 
any of them be worth ſuch 
pains ? ask if the vain forbid- 
den things thou loveſt deſerve 
thy affecions better than thy 
Maker. in 
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192 The Souls Choice. 


Il. 

Are they more worthy in 
themſelves, or beneficial. to 
thee, that thou canft ptefer 
them before Redeemer ? 
Do'ſt thou expect to be quiet 
by enjoying ? or everla- 


nel happ zy by their procure- 
mens? wil Uiey prote@ thee 
at the hour of Death, or plead 
thy Cauſe at the day of Judg- 
ment? O no! they but deceive 
me with a ſmiling look, which 
T - too often! have proved by 
deat experience ; tis Heaven 
alone that yields a true con- 
cetit 3 *ris Heaven alone that 
fills as with delight. 

ITE. 

Take theti away your flat- 
reries, falſe werld , and leave 
me free for better thoughts : 
rarti thou thy face to nie, dear 
Jefu, and keep mine eyes ftill 
rurn'd towards thee, that I may 
look continually on thy glorious 
Beauty, ahd be raviſht for ever 
with the charms of thy _ 

| neſs. 


The Souls Cheize. 183 
ne, *Ths thee, chaſte Spoule 
of Souls, *tis thee alone T chile, 
and dedieate friy (elf entirely 
to thy Service. Thou art ny 
ſole and abfolate Lord ; be 
thou ty part and inheritance 
for ever. But, O my deareſt 
Lord, do thou chuſe me, arid 
guide my uniiftru&ed Soul to 
chuſe thee. O make me chuſe 
to love thee till I come to ſee 
thee ; and then Tam ſure I can- 
not chuſe but love thee. 

Il'V: 

Here we, alas ! move ſlowly 
in the dark , led on by the ar- 
gamienr of things nor ſen ; bir 
did we clearly ſte what we iy 
we believe, we foon ſhould 
change the courſe of our life : 
did we but ſee the daitttted in 
their flames, or hear thei cry 
in the midſt of their rorments, 
how ſhould we fear to follow 
them itn their ſims, which we 
know have plunged them intro 
all thoſe miferies ? how ſhould 
we ſtrive againſt the next tem- 

ptation, 


384 The Souls Choice. 


ptation , and caſt about to a- 
void the dangers, did we but 
ſce the glorious Angels, and all 
the Spirirs of Juſt men made 
perfet? How ſhould we ſtudy 
the Art of Happineſs, and ſtrive 
to 1mitate theirgood examples? 
How ſhould we ſeek all occafi- 
ons of Improvement, and make 
2t our buſineis to work out our 
Salyation. 


V. 

Nay, did our Faith but firm- 
ly believe what we every one 
recite in the Apoſtles Creed, 
what would we do to attain 
thoſe Joys? what would we 
not do to eſcape thoſe Sorrows ? 
Would half an hour be roo 
long to pray ? or once a week 
to hear a Sermon ? Would the 
pardon of an 1njury be too hard 
a Law, or the making reſtity- 
tion too dear a Price ? Durſt 
we return to our fins again? or 
ſpend our time in idleneſs and 
folly ? Yet 1s all this as ſure as 
if we faw 1t, and would moye 

| us 


The Souls Choice: 185 
us much if we ſeriouſly conſi- 
der'd It. a 

| TH 
If we confiderd what- I'm 
ſure we believe, we ſhould 'ne- 
ver hve as Im ſure 'we do. 
Which of us doubrs' bur ere 
long weſhall all be duft ? Yer 
which of us lives 'as* if we 
thought to die ? Pity, O graci- 
ous Lord, the rathies of thy 
Servants, and ſuffer not our 
blindneſs to lead us into ruine. 
Supply our want of fight by a 
lively Faith, and- ſtrengthen 
our. Faith by thy powerful 
grace: make us remember *rts 
no Childrens ſport, to gainor 
loſe the Kingdom of Heaven : 
make us chuſe wiſely, and pur- 
ſue our choice, and uſe as well 
the means, as like the end. 
VIL 
O ſet thou right the baſs of 
our hearts, that 1n all our mo- 
tions we may draw off from 
the world : that we may fhll 
incline towards thee, and reſt 
at 
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The PRAYER. 


| & God , whoſe wiſe Govers- 
” ment reſerves Eternal Foys 
or thoſe which love thee and 
beep thy CommanaMWents ; thy 
Providence bath ſo order'd aud 
onmanded, that the inorginate 
fetions of every ane (hall þt his 
puniſhment : for as we ſow, ſo 
hall we reap , and as the tree 
alls, ſo ſhall it lie. Thy Grace, 
) Lord, is the ſeed of Glary, aud 
Sin the root of Miſery : he tbat 
Iws in the fleſb , ſhall reap.Cor- 
uption, and bs that ſaws in the 
birit Life euerlafiing. O my 
.oul, bow many thouſands have 
been ſurprixd in the midſt of 
heir ſins, and burried away in- 
0 everlaſting Sorrows? And 
ve, alas ! how many times have 
e been guilty, and yet our God 
as ſpar d us? O my Indulgent 
Wavioeur ! no other reaſon can T 
vive why I'm not miſerable, but 
vat thow art merciful Bleed 
| t 


be thy Patience that endures þþ 


' long,, and bliffed be thy Grav 


that delivers at laſt. O bleſſed 


. be my God, and bleſſed be thy 


Providence for ever, which ſo 
plenrifully furniſhes with rules 0 
Grace and Vertut, and ſo ſafely 
guides all thoſe ſouls to Happi- 
neſs, who chuſe to live under thy 
(weet Government. As thou haſi 


hewn us the way, Lord give us 


ſtrength to walk in it, and bring 
us in the end to thy eternal Reſt, 
Make us ſeriouſly to refleft on «- 
very line we repeat, love Truth 
when it moſt reproves us ; mat 
us labour to correft every errow 
of our lives, and always bumbl 
:mplore thy gracious Aſſiftanc 
through Feſus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen, | 


( 
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MEDITATION [. 


On the Lords Day. 


al. 139, 24. Tbs zs the day 

whigh the Lord bath" made, 
we will Yejoyce ard be glad 
1n its 


I. 

Ehold the Angels aſſem- 
bled in their Quires, and 
| Þ the blefſed Saints ready 
With their Hymns; behold the 

hurch prepares her Solemn 
hces , and fummons all her 
hildren to bring in their prai- 
3; the King of Heaven him- 
I 2 ſelf 


TIS TP YE 


Wekome to ns and our da 


t9> Onithie Lords daye 


ſelf invites. us, and graciouſly 
call «ape = vn 
He b1ds uſpend our mean 
cmployalith in the World, to 
receive the honour of treating 
with hins To him we owe all 
the days of our life ar leaſt ; let 
us pay this one to his Service; 
a Service ſo ſweet and eaſfie ir 
Ir (elf, and (o infinitely rich in 
Its eternal rewards. Let u 
cheatfully aſcend to the Houſe 
of our Lord, the place he ha 
choſen for our ſakes to dwell in 
us reveremtly fall down anc 

neel before the Lord our M; 
ker, who comes in perſon t 


meet our Prayers. f 
IL 
Welcome, bleſt day, where! br 
the Son of Juſtice aroſe, Bl 
chaſed awzythe clouds of Fea! 
enagtarre Ein -tay of 
Hopes, a day of Joy El - 
lick refraſhmenr, Ly of hol "a 


neſs and folerm Devotion,a da 
of reſt and univerſal Jab 


world 


IIL 
This: is the day which.our 
Lord has made ; let us be glad 
and rejoyce therein. - This 15 
the day he has ſantzfied to him- 
MW {e1f, and called, by his own moſk 
= holy Name, that 1n 1t we may 
"Wl mect to adore his Greatneſs,and 
W admire the wonders of his inft- 
nite Power.z thay we may Te- 
member his innumerable Mer- 
cies, and deeply imprint them 
18 the center of our hearts ; that 
we may viſit his Temple, and 
humbly preſent our ſelves at his 
Holy Table, where the memo- 
ry of our Saviours love 1s can» 
tinually renewed, and his ſufte- 
i rings always to be had 1n re- 

.M membrance. }. 

L Yo 
Worthy art thou, O Lord, of 
all our time, worthy the praiſes 
T3 of 
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C 94 On the Lords day. 


of all thy Creatures ; every mo- 
ment of our life is bound to 
bleſs rhee, ſince every moment 
ſubfiſts by thy goodneſs. Shall 
others.labour ſo much for Vani- 
ty, and ſhall we not reſt for the 
Service of our God ? ſhall we 
employ the whole work on our 
ſelves, and not offer 1n grati- 
rude one day to thee? to thee, 
who beſtoweſt on us all we 
have, and wilt give us hereafter 
more than we hope ? 


O gracious Lord, whoſe mer- 
cy accepts ſuch ſlender pay- 
ment as our poverty affords, 
wheſe bounty granrs ſo liberally 
to us, and retains ſo ſmall a part 
for thy ſelf; O make us faith- 
fully obſerve our duty, and ren- 
der fo exaaly the Tribute we 


.owe to thee, that paſſing ſtill 


thy days to thy honowr , we 


may end our own in thy favour: 


for thou haſt creared all things, 
O Lord, for the uſe of man, and 
man for the enjoyment of thy 
—_ - VI. 
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On the Lords day. To; 
: >: Mu 

When the Harveſt-Sun pro- 
vides a Cloud, and ſeems tv reſt 
his wearied beams, he ſeeks not 
ro ſave the journey of his light, 
but -oncely ſpares the reapers 
head : mach4eſs ſeekeſt thon, O 
Lord, who mad'ſt the Sun, and 
'nſpirſt all Creatures to repre- 
ſent thy bounty, much leſs ſeek- 
eſt thou by the reſerve of a day, 
to procure thy own repoſe. 
Thou who createdfſt all things 
by a word of thy mourh, and 
ſuſtaineft them in thy hand 
without, feeling = weight; 
who governeſt the whole world 
without perplex1ng thy thoughts, 
and always remain'ft the ſame 
unchangeable, fulneſs. 

II. 

'Tis nor® to encreaſe thine 
own Eternfty , that thus thou. 
tak'ſt a portion of our time 3 
thy goodneſs friendly bears the 
name, bur intends for us ail the 
profit of the day ; that the wea- 
ried hands may be relieved 
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with reſt , and*enabled to lift | 


themſelves up to thee ; that the 
Ignorant minds may be taught 
thy Truth, - and learn the way 
ro _everlaſting happineſs ; that 
the loye-prepared Souls may 
approactHthy Table, and feaſt 
their hopes with that delicious 
Banquet 3: that all may ſpeak to 
thee by Prayer , and hear thy 
voice by the mouth of their Pa- 
ſtors. 
VIIL. 


O blefled Lord, what excel- 


lent arts has thy wiſdom 1nven: 


red to bring us to thy (If! thou 


quiekneſt our afﬀfe&ions , and 
ſtrengthneſt our- Faith by thy 
publick aſſemblies, and 1mpro- 
veſt our Charity ene towards a- 
nother, while we all meet to- 
gether for the ſame bleſt end, 
and by mutual refle&tions en- 
creaſe our fervours. Happy, 
thrice happy they, O merciful 


God, whom thy providence has 


favour'd with all theſe bleflings, 
who freely may enter thy Holy 
| SanQu- 


as af 
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Sanftnary, and fing aloud their 
praiſes to thy Name, who eve- 
ry day may wait 18 thy | 
ſence, and there ſecurely adore 


.thy perſon. 


I X. 

Where thou art pleaſed to 
deny theſe mercies, refuſe not, 
O Lord, to extend thy grace ; 
that at leaſt we may build a 
little Chappel in our hearts,and ' 
Conſecrate our ſelves entirely 
to thee. Be thou but preſent, 
gracious God, and fill our Souls 
with thy chaſt love, no farther 
Motives fhall we need to draw 
us, nor other Temple to ad- 
dreſs our Prayers ; fince every 
place where thou art not 1s un- 
holy, and where thou arr 15 joy 
and peace. 


Þ : 
Shew us thy (elf, O plorious 
Jeſu, and in thee we ſhall be-. 
hold all we cat wiſh : onely fo 
much we beg to conceive of thy 
Majeſty,as may move our hearts 
to ſeek thee 3 onely ſo much of 
I's thy 
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thy utapproachable Deity, as- 
lay ate our Souls Ws find 

thee. But, O thou glorious 
God of Truth, in whom the 
Treaſures of knowledge are laid: 
up, unleſs. thou draw the Cur- 
tain frem before our eyes, and 

drive away the Cloyds that in- 

tercept our f:ghr,never ſhall we 

ſce thoſe heavenly Myſteries, 

1or diſcern the beauty of thy. 
providence. 

XI. 

Why ſhould we thus negle& 
that Sacred Science, and be bu- 
fie in every thing but our own 
Salvation ? Why ſhould we for- 
ſake the real ſubſtance, to em- 
brace an empty fancie ? Has the 
Almighty goodneſs made al} 
things for us, and ſhall we do 
nothing for him, or our ſelves ? 
If we may not know thee clear- 
Iy now, let us know fo far, that 
we may long to know farther : 
if we cannot love thee perfely 
in this life, {er us love fo much, 
that we defire to love more. _ 

ct 
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let us know and love thee here, 
O rhou Soveraign biiſs of our 
Souls, that we hereafter may 
know tlree better, and love rhee 
more to al{ Erernity. 


The PRAYER. 


T. 
Glorious Feſu | in whom m2 
live, and. without whom 
we die, mortifie in us all ſenſual 
aefires, and quicken ovy hearts 
with thy holy Love, that we ng 
longer efteem tbe vanities of thes 
world, but place ovy affections 
entirely on thee, who di*{j1 die for 
our firs , and voſt agaty far our 
1iſtification. O thou our one!y 
have and poytion in toe land » 
the ltving, moy our thoughts ana 
diſcourſes ſtill be of thee, nuv 
works and ſufferings ai! far 
the. 
TT. 

Open thou our Eyes, O Lora, 
that we may ſee the beauty of thy 
Commands, how wie and ſwett 

_ a 
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in themſilves, how neceſſary and 
beneficial to us , while thty im- 
prove our ſelicity here,and entitle 
us to that of hereafter. « Guide 
tnou our lives, O gracious Lord, 
in the ways of thy precepts ; 
that by obſerving ſaitbfully thoſe 
excellent rules, we may al! be eve- 
rywhbere happy. 


Thithey, O my Soul, let us fill 
be going, where once to arrive, is 
always to be at vet; there let us 
dwell already in hope, where 
once to enjoy, is always to be 
happy 3 fonce whate're we deſire, 
we ave ſure to have, and whate're 
we have, can. never be taken from 
us. Let us believe, and obey,and 
jaffer ;, let 115 read, and meditate, 
and pray, Heaven's a reward 
worth all our pains ; for which 
place fit us, O Lord. and hring 
#5 t0, for thy Son Feſus Chriſts 
ſabe, our onely Lord and Savi- 
1; —_ | | 
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MEviTATION T[ÞL. 
_ Of the Foys of Heaven. 


1 Cor. 2. 9, Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entred into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. 


w.idom, O Lard, that fo 
mercifully ſtoops to our 
low-conceits : under theſe veils, 
thou -hid'ſt thoſe glorious My- 
ſteries, too high and ſpiritual 
for our fleth and bloud : thou 


Bu. be thy gracious 


| hid'R, or rather fo reveabſt thy 


ſublime rewards, to take us 
with things we moſt admire. 
Scepters and Crowns thou 
know'ſt are apt to win the 
hearts of us thy Children ; Chil- 
dren alas, too truely 1n uſeful 
knowledge ; O that me were {0 

in 


LY 
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in love and duty! What 1s a 
drop of water to the boundleſs 
Ocean, or a prain of duſt to 
this vaſt Globe ? Such, O my 
God, and infinitely leſs, are the 
richeſt Kingdoms here below ; 
ſhould we compare their moſt 
pompous ſtate to the meaneſt 
degree. in the Court of Hea- 
Ven. 


"op - 
When thou haſt fed us a 


while with mylk , thou inviteſt 
our appetite to ſtronger meat. 
Thou tel['ſt us of a ſweet del1- 
c10us life, tn the bleſt ſociety of 
Saints and Angels, with whom 
we ſhall dwell in perpetual 
friendſhip, and be lov'd and 
eſteem'd by them all for ever. 
Thou tell'ſt us of a pure Soul- 
raviſhing joy ; to behold the a- 
miable face of Jeſus, whoſe gra- 
cious ſmiles ſhines round abour, 
and fill the Heay'ns with koly 
gladneſs, Thou telPt us ſtill of * 
1ncomparably higher delights. 
Hearken, O my Soul, and _ 
y 
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bly adore thy God, whoſe boun- 
ty has provided thee large re- 
wards, fince they are no lefs 
than his very ſelf; himſelf he 
will clearly unveil before us, 
and openly ſhew us that-grear 
ſecret. . 
TI. 

O happy ſecret, if once at laſt 
attain'd, 1f once we but ſee the 
face of our God. What 15 1t, 
glorious Lord, to ſee thy face, . 
bat to know thee as thou art 1n 
thine own bleſt Being ? to know 
the 1mmentfiry of thy ſubſiſting 
Eſſence, and the infinite excel- 
Jence of all thy Attribntes ; to 
know the power of the Eternal 
Father, and the wiſdom of the 
created Son : To know the 
goodneſs of the Holy Ghoſt , 
and the incomprehenſible glo- 
rics of the undivided Trint- 
iv. 


IV. 
This, O my Soul, 1s the top 
of Happineſs; this 1s the Su- 
pream perfeftion of our Na- 
ture ; 
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ture : this, this alone 15 the aun 
of our Being, the hope and end 
of all our Labours. When'.we 
are come to this , we ſhall pre- 
ſently reſt, and our ſarsfied de- 
fires reach nv farther. We 
ſhall be fill'd with over-flowing 
bliſs, and our utmoſt capacities 
hold no more, but ih one a& of 
Joy be erernally fizt ; and that 
one a&@ ſpring freſh for e- 

 - 

: V. 8 

Ariſe, my Soul, to thee theſe 
Joys belong ; ariſe, and advance 
thy &lf on bigh ; leave here 
below all earthly thoughts, and. 
fly away with the wings of thy 
Spirit; fly to that glorious 
land of promiſe , and gladly a- 
Jute thoſe Heavenly Reg1ons, 
Hail happy Paradice of pure 
delights, thou beauteous garden 
of never fading flowers ! hail 
bleſt ſociety of bearified fpirits, 
who pe:petually contemplate 
the Eternal Deity 3 hail, and 
for ever may your glories _ 
till 
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till chey rife ſo high, they can 
grow no more. We hope one 
day to come up to you, and be 
plac'd to ſmg in your = 
Quires. We hope to know all 
things produc'd , ' we hope to 
know that all-producing cauſe. 


O what a fire of love will it 
kindle in our heart, when we 
ſhall ſee theſe ſhining Myſteries! 
when our. great God, hke a 
burning Mirror, ſhall ſtrike his 
brightneſs on” the eyes of our 
Soul ? Q what exceffive joy 
will that love produce ! a love 
ſo violently defiring, and fo ful- 
ly fatisfied; when our capaci- 
ties ſhall be ftretcht»to the ut- 
moſt, and the rich abounding 
Object fill and over-flow them. * 
O what profound repoſe will 
that Joy beger.!'a Joy ſo infi- 
nitelv high, and ſo eternally ſe- 
cure! when | 1n an amorous 
languiſhment, we fhall (weetly 
diflolve into that blifsful Union 
with our firſt beginning 3 "— 

with- 
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without looſing what we are, | 
we thall become even what he 
is; we ſhall take part in all his 
Joys, and ſhare in the Glories 
of all his Heaven. 

VII. 

O what divine and ravithinp 
words are theſe! how gently 
they enter and delight 'my ear ! 
how they diffuſe themſelves 0- 
ver all my brain, and ſtrongly 
penetrate te my very Soul! 
Methinks they turn to ſub- 
ſtance as they go, and I feel 
them ſtir and work through all 
my Powers: Methinks they lie 
as a Cordial at my heart, and 
ſend forth ſpirits to quicken 
and refreſÞ»me: there, O my 
Soul, we ſhatl reft from all our 
Jabours, which are but the way 
- to all thathappine(s 3 there we 
ſhall reſt from ſin and forrow, 


and no longer be troubled with 
our ſelves or others; there we 
ſhall reſt for ever 1n the prote- 
Rion of our God , in the arms 
and boſome of our deareſt 
Lord, VIII. 
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VIIL 

O Heaven! the eternal ſource 
of all theſe Joys, and 1nfinitely 
more , and infinitely greater ! 
as the hart pants afrer the wa- 
ter-brooks, ſo.let my Soul thirſt 
after thee. "After thee let me 
daily ſigh and mourn, and with 
a fixt and longing eye look up, 
and ſay, When, O my God, 
ſhall I fitat that Fountain-head, 
and drink my fill of thoſe living 
Streams ? when ſhall I be Ene- 
briated with that torrent of Plea- 
ſures, which ſprings for ever from 
thy glorious Throne! Othat my 
days were brought to an end { 
how is the time of my Pilgri- 
mage prolong'd ! why am I 
ſti} detained 1n- this valley of 
tears? ſtill wandering up and 
down 1n this wilderneſs of dan- 
gers ? Come thou, ſweet ſeſu, 
my onely hope, and ſure delt- 
vefer out of all my ſorrows. 
Come thou, and here begin to 
dwell in my heart, and fit me 
for the life I ſhall lead hereaf- 
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rer : Come, O-my deareſt Lord, 
and prepare my foul for thee 3 
and then, when thou pleaſcſt, 
take it to thy (elf. Never can 
we fay toe much.of this glori- 
ous Subjed, never can we think 
enough of the felicitics of Hea- 


ven. 
IX 


Who will give me the wings 
ef a dove, that I may fly away & 
be at reſt 3 that I maay fly away 
from the-trogbles of this life, 
and be at reſt, dear Lord, with 
thee ? Here we, alas! are forc't 
ro ſigh, and bear with grict the- 
burden of our maſeries ; often 
we encounter chances that cn- 
danger us , and diyert our pro- 
greſs in the way to Bli : often 
we are aſſaulted with remprtati- 
ons that overcome us , and fer 
us back in the counts of Eterni- 
ty. How many times, O my 
Soul , have we plainly conchu- 
ded that this Earth affords/no 
real Joys !. how many tines 
have we full agreed , that Hea- 
ven 
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ven alone 15 the plece of Hap- 
pineſs ! 
X. 

Yet do thele falfe allurements 
again deceive vs, and fteal away 
_ or hearts to dote apon Folly : 
\ yerdo inconftant we forget our 
reſolves , and wretchedly ne- 
= our felicity. O thow vi- 

orious Conquerour of Sin and 
Death ! do thou affiſt us1n this 
dangerous warfare : O thou be- 
nign refreſher of diſtreſſed - 4 
rits, do thou relieve us in this 
tedious Pilgrimage. Make tt 
- Nil! thirſt and figh after*rhee, 
the living fountain of Life-gi- 
ving Streams : take us deſpiſe 
all other delights, and fer our 
affections entirely on thy Joys 5 
ſince nothing, Lord, can ſarivfie 
our Sotils but thee, O ler our 
Souls (eek 4nothing but thee 5 
all-is unquiet here, till we come 
ro thee, and repoſe at laft in the 
Kingdom of Peace, 
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The PRAYER. 


Glorious God ! thy infinite 

I Pirfettions cauſe us to ad- 
mire thee, and thy bounteous Pro- 
miſes engage 5 to bope in thee; 
thy incomparable beauty raviſhes 
our bearts, and the joy thou haſt 
prepared for us, tranſcends all 
our wilhes : yourbſaſe, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee, to wean us from 
this world, and fit us for the 0- 
ther. Into thy -bands, O Lord, 
we commend «ur Spirits, far thos 


haſt, redeemed us, O Lord, thou - 


God of Truth. Preſerve us, 0 
Lore, as the Apple of thine Eye; 
and under the ſhadow of thy 
Wings proteft us. Save us, 0 
Lord ,\ waking , and diſend us 


ſleeping , that we may watch 


with Chriſt, and veij in Peace : 


keep 5,0 Lord,this day and night - 


Without ſin ; and grant that we 
may by the aid of thy »Son _— 
Chriſt's interceſſion for us, obtain 
thx Grace to riſt from onr iniqui- 
fits, 
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ties, through the ſame Feſis 
C brit our Lord. - Anen. 


OO Or —O— 


MEDviTaTlion FIT. 
' On Meebniſs. 


Matth. 5. 5. Bleſſed are the meth, 
for they ſball inherit the earth. 


k L 

Ive me, O Lord, the in- 
nocence of Doves, and 

F 611 my Soul with thy 
mild Sprrit ; then ſhall I need 
none of their wings, ſince Hea- 
ven it (elf will dwell in my 
hearr.. *T1s on the proud thou 
look'ſt afar off , but inclineſt 
thine ear to the humble ang 
meek; Who delight in- the 
peace of a contenred mind , 
and limit their thoughts to 
their own little fphear ; never 
intermedling with the ations 
of others, unleſs where — 

an 
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and Charity engage 'em 3 but 
their belov'd employment 1s to 
fit in filence, and think one the 
happineſs they expect hereafter; 
ro meditate the Joys of Saint 
and Anpels,. and the bliſsful vi- 
fion of the face of Jeſus, 
* IL 
| Meeknels, indeed, 15 the Hea- 


ven of this. Life ; bur the Hea: 


ven of Heavens, O Lord, is a- 
bove with thee. Meckneſs may 
qualific our miſeries here , and 
make our time patſs gentler a- 
way 3 but to be fully Happy, 
we muſt ___ hereafter ; til 
thy mercy bring us to our laf 

cat end, that glorious end, 


+ for which our Souls are made; 


and all things elſe to ſerve 

in their way; where thoſe 
which are meek and humble « 
heart, ſhall find eternal reſt un- 


to their own bleſt Souls. 


ITE 
'Tis not to ſport our time 1n 
leafures, that thou, O Lore 
Faſt plac'd us here, *Tys nat 
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to gain a fair Eſtate, that thy 
kindneſs ſtill prolongs our days; 
but to do good to our ſelves or 
others, and glorifie their jm- 
proving thy Creatures 3 to in- 
creaſe every day our longing 
defires, of beholding thee in 
thine own brighe (elf. Though 
thy Throne of tare be eſtablithr 
above, and the ſplendors of thy 
glory ſhine onely on the ble- 


. 

o 

1 {cd; yerdwell, O Lord, here 
di in the Center of our Souls , to 
-M witneſs all our thoughts, and 
1M judge exattly our moſt ſecrer 
WW intents. In our Devortons thou 
{I notes our carriage, and regards 
dl with what attention we recite 

our Prayers. 


= LL 


I V. 

O glorious Lord, whoſe inft- 
tire ſweetneſs provokes and fa- 
tisfies all our appetites 3 may 
my entire affe&tions delight in 
thee, above all the vain enjoy- 
ments of this world ; above all 
praiie and empty honcur, above 
W all beauty and fading . plea- 

K 
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ſure, above all Health and de- 
cetful Riciies , above al! power 
and * {ubtleſt knowledge, a- 
bove even all thy own bounty” 
can give, and whatever 15s not 
thy-very ſelf. O make us fo' 
happy, to have thee our God 
always near us, to guide our 
lives in the ways of thy Com- 
mandments. 


Thy all-ſeeing eye runs to- 
and fro, and beholds our a&tons 
here 1n the world. Tf we in 
ſecret oppreſs the poor, or by Mr 
private Alms relieve their WW! 
wants: If in our hearts we We 
murmur at the rich, or live IG 
contented with our little porti- Wb 
on ; whate're we do, he perfed- {! 
Ty ſees us; where cre we are, Wic 
he is ſure to be with us. Why, 
O'thou Soveraign Lord of Hea- 
ven , why doſt thou ſtoop thus 
low thy glorious eye ? what 
cinſt thou find thar here, de- 
ferves thy ſight , among the 
trifle of this empty world? 

what 
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twhat canſt thou find, alas, thar. 
ſhould nor-fear thy ſight, among 
the follies of our yitious hyes2 
VE 
'T1s not thy 'ſelf, -O Lord, 
thou feekeſt to fatisfie, bur all 
thy deſign 15-for our advantage. 
Thou gracioufly ftand'fi by to- 
ſee ts work, that thine awful 
eye may quicken our-d1l;gence ; 
thou art fill at hand w-rcheve 
our wants, 'that ſo friendly a 
nearnefs -may 1ncreaie-our con- 
fidence. Thou appgareft till 
ready to puniſh oar fins, thar 
the ſhake of thy rod may pre- 
vent our-miſeries. Sure, O-my 
God, thy favours muſt needs 
be ſweer, fince even thy threar- 
nings have ſo-much mercy, Sure 
we muſt needs be worie than 
blind, :1f ro the face of 'Heav'n 
we dare be wicked. 
VII. d 
Henceforth, O gracious Lord, 
Children freely = the 
indulgenr preſence of their ren 
| Wdcr Father:, ſo make us 1till, 
K 2 with 
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with humble boldneſs, rejoyce 
before thee our merciful Crea- 
tot : and as new pardon'd Sub- 
zes juſtly fear the angry brow 
of their offended Prince 3 fo 
let our oft-forgiven Souls con- 
tinually tremble to provoke 
the wrath of chy dread Majeſty. 
O temper thus our love with re- 
verence, and thus allay our 
hope with fear : for all things 
lie open to thine all-feeing eye, 
and all things are naked to thee 
to whom ye ſpeak. * 
VIII. 

O may my wearied Soul re- 
poſe 1n thee, the home and cen- 
ter of Eternal reſt ! may I for- 
get my (elf, to think of thee, 
and fill my. memory. with the 
wonders of thy love, that inf 
nite love, which when my 
thoughts conſider, not as they 
ought, Uas, bur as I amable 
the goods or 111s of this world 
loſe their name, and yield not 
etther reliſh or diſtaſt. O my 
adored Jeſus ! ler me love _ 

| a 
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always, becauſe from Eternity 
thou haſt loved me ; O let me 
love thee onely gracious God, 
becauſe thou alone deſerveſt all 
my heart; always and onely 
let me love thee,O Lord, ſince 
- ogg my hope 1s onely .in 
thee. 


ihe PRAYER. 


'Q) God, whoſe gracious provi- 
Y dence has particularly or- 
aained the Fpirit of Meebneſs, . 
to waſt us a through the tur- 


bulent Sea of this World, to tur 
Haven of Bliſs! Vouchſafe, we 
beſeeth thee, that the cleer expe- 
rience we every day make of our 
own weakneſs and vanity, may 
ſo diſpoſe us for this precious vers 
tue, that our minds be never diſ- 
compoſed with paſſion , nor our 
tongues break forth into violent 
txpreſſrons, but our temper be at- 
ways preſerved, let the world ftir 
how "twill ahout us, calm and 
regulay, and as becames thoſt, 
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all whoſe powers are paſſef with 
the Foys of H'avn, and apt to 


Feel in every thing onely thu 


Sweet impaiſes of hop? and cha- 
rity through our Lord Foſus 
Chrijt thy Son, who with thee, 
and the Holy Gheft, lives and 
Yuigns one Goa world without 
end, Amev. - 


_ the , 9 ———_—_— 
W— —_ 


MropitaTionTIV, 
On the Creation. 


Gen. r. 1. I: ts beginning God 
created the heauens and the 
earth. : 


Et us with reverence appear 
L before the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, and humble our ſelves tm 
the preſence of his _— Let 
us bring forch cur. Pſalms of 
Praiſe, and fing with joy to our 
oreat Creator : He made ns, 
not we our ſelves, and freely 
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beſtowed upon us, all the ref? 
of his Creatures, to engage out 
hearts to love his Goodnets, 2nd 
admire the riches of i1is infitire 
Bounty ; our bodies he fiamed 
of the duſt of the Earch, and 
gave us a Soul: atter his own 
likeneſs 3; a Soul which all crea- 
ted Natnre cannot fill , nor any 
thing helow his own 1Immeniity. 
For himfſef he made us, and 
for his glorious Kingdom ; that 
we might dwell with him in 
perfe&t Bliſs, and fing hs Prai- 
les for ever. 
I T. 


Too piorious art thon, .O 
Lord.1n thy ſelf, and thy dire& 
Ray ſhin&s roo bright for our 
eyes; yet may we venture to 
praiſe thee in-thy Works, and 
contemplate thee, ax leaſt, re- 
fleted from thy Creatures: jn 
them we may (ately behold our 
mighty viaker , and freely ad- 
mire the Magnificence of our 
God Heaven and Earth are 
full of his Greatneſs : Heaven 
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and Earth were created by his 
Power : From htm all the Hoſt 
of Heaven recetyed 'their Be- 
ing; from him they have the 
honour to afliſt 1n his . Pre: 
ſence. LEE 
- IIÞL 
He kindled warmth & bright- 
neſs 1n the Sun, and beauteouſ} 
arniſhr the Firmament w1 
| o_ Ke ſpread the Ajr, and 
ſtor'd 1t with flocks of Birds: 
He gather'd the Waters, and 
repleniſh them with ſhoals of 
Fiſhes : He eſtabliſht the Earth 
on 4 firm Foundation, and rich- 
ly adorn'd it with innumerable 
varicties: Every Element 3 
fil'd with his Bleſſings, and all 
the World with his liberal Mer: 
cies; He ſpake the Word, and 
they were made; He Com- 
mands, and they are ſtill pre- 
ferved : He Governs their Mo- 
tions in perfe& order, and di- 
ſtribures to each irs proper Of- 
fice; contriving the whole into 
one vaſt Machin , a Spacious 
Theatre 
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Theatre of his own unlimited 
Greatneſs. | f, 


I Y. 

O glorious Archite@ of Unj- 
verſal Nature ! who: dfſpoſeſt 
all things jn number , weight, 
and meaſure ! How does thy 
Wiſdom engage us to admire 
thee ! how does thy Goodneſs 
oblige us to love thee: Not for 
themſelves alone, O gracious 
God , did thy Hand produce 
thoſe happy Spirits z but to 
receive j1n charge thy little 
flock, and ſafely conduct them 
to the folds of Bliſs. Not for 
themſelves at all, O Bounteous 
Lord, were the reft of this huge 
Creation fram'd ; but to ſuſtain 
our lives in the way, and carry 
us on to our Eternal home. 

- V., 
O may our Souls firſt praiſe 
thee for themſelves, and 1mploy 
their whole powers to 1mprove 
in thy Service : may we praiſe 
thee, O Lord, for all thy Gifts 3 
but infinitely above all, ſtill va- 
by RK 5 lue 
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lue the Giver: may every ble{- 
ſing be a motive of Gratkude, 
and every creature a ſtep of 
Approach towards thee. | So 
ſhall we faichfully obſerve their 
end, and happily ax laſt arrive 
ar ours; uſing them onely to 
entertain us here, till our Souls 
be ne oe for the life of Hea- 
ven, till rhey become fu} ripe 
for thee ; and then fly away to 
thy Holy Preſence. 
| VE 

How admirable 1s thy Name, 
O Lord, over all the Earth! 
how wiſe and gracious the 
Councels of thy Providence! 
After thou had'ft thus vpn 
the World, as a houſe ready 
furviſhe for ' man ta mhabit; 
thy mighty Hand fraord ou 
Bodies of the duſt, and» built 
them ina ſhape of uſe and heau- 
ty : thou didſt breath into w 
rhe Spirit of Life , and firs 
with faculties proportioned 10 
our end; thou gaveft us a Soul 
to govern our Bodies , __ = 
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dned us with Reaſon to Com- 
mand in our Soul, Thou re- 
vealed'ſt ro us a Law for the-im- 
provement of our Reaſon, and 
enableſt us by thy grace to ob- 
ferve that Law. 
VIiL 

Thou mad'ſt us loxds over all 
thy Crcatnres ; bur little infe- 
rivur to thy glorious ans 
Thou compelleſt whole Narri 
to (erve-us withour Reward , 
and inviteſt us to love thee for 
our own Happineſs. Thou de- 
{fgnedſt us an age of pure de- 
lights, 1n that fweer and fruirful 
Garden : Where having led a 
long and pleaſant life, thou pro- 
miſeditto tranſplant us to thine 
own Paradiſe. All this thou 
didit, O glorious Ged, the fulf 
poſſeſſor of Univerſal bl. 

V IIL 

Not for any need thou hadſt 
of us, or the leaſt advantage de- 
rive from our being : all rhis 
thou didſt, O infinite Goodneſs, 
the liberal beſtower of whar- 


c're 


"; 2 "Waits v4 in On 
CR Ee Ne NOTE SY OTE Wy 


r = © 
"" } > 
"> ation Z4F. 


govern our Actions by chance 


224 On theCreation. 


ere we poſſes ! not for an 

merit, alas, of ours, or the lea 

motive we -could offer to in- 
duce thee ; bur for thine own 
excetlive Charity,and the meer 
inclination of thine own rich 
Nature ; that empty we might 


' receive of the fulnſeſs , and be 


partakers of thy over-flowing 
Baunty. 


I X. 

So ſheds the generous Sun 
his Beams, and freely ſcatters 
them on every ſide ; guiding 


a'l the World with his boun- 
teous Light, and kindly cheriſh- 
Ing it with his fruitful :Heat, 
And fo doſt thou, and infinitely 
more,  O thou God of infinite 
more perfeFtons ! So we con- 
feſs thou doſt -to us. + But we, 
what return have we made to 
thee? have we confiderd well 
rhe end of our bcing, and faith- 
fully complys4 wich thv purpoſe 
ro fave us? Ah wretched we! 
we negled thy Holy Rules, and 


and 
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and humour. ' We quite forget 
our God that made us , and fill 
our heads with thoughts that 
undo us. | 


Pardon, O gracious Lord, our 
paſt ingratitude, and mercyfull 
direct our time to come; teac! 
every paſſage of our yer-remat- 
ing life , to expreſs an acknow- 
Cr for thy mercies. O 
make our Senſes ſfubje& to our 
Reaſon , entirely obedient to 
thee : O make the whole Crea- 
tion 'conſpire to thy Honour 3 
and all that depend on thee, 
joyn together in thy - praiſe : 
This '1s the onely-praiſe thou 
expecteſt from us, and: the 
whole Honour thou requireſt of 
thy Creatures. * That by obſer- 
ving the Orders thou appointeſt 
here, in this lower Region of 
motion and change, we may all 
grow up to be happy hereafter, 
11 that State of Permanency 
and Eternal reſt. 

XI, 
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X1.- | 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and all thar is within me blefs 
-his Holy Name. Worthy art 
" thou, O Lord our God, to re- 
ceive glory, and honour, and 
power ; becauſe thou haſt cre- 
ared all rhings, and for thy will 
they are and were created. The 
boundleſs Ocean of being could 
not contain his ſtreams , byt 
over-flowed upon pure nothing, 
and behold a beautious workd 
appear'd. Heaven and Earth, 
and all therein, from the higheſ 
Angel, to the leaſt grain of 
duſt ; altogether the moſt per- 
fe& participation of his Eſ- 
ſence : he ſpake the word, and 
they were made ; he but com- 
manded, and they were crea- 
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The PRAYER. 


Almighty Gad , the onely 

wiſe and good Creator of 
the Uniner(e, who madſt aſl Cor- 
poreal Natare for the uſt of Man, 
end Man for his qwn ſelvdity 3 
enlarge our Souls, we beſeech 
thee, humbly to admire and adore 
thy infinite fulneſs of being in thy 
ſelf, and 6 immenſe liberality 
of it to us, and mercifully carry 
on the whole Creation to its 
end; uouchſafing ſo to order all 
thy Creatures about us, by thy 
grace, that thty may attain their 
perfefiion in duely ſerving ns, 
and we ours in eternally enjoying 
the, through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſs thy Sou, and aur alone 
Saviour a4 Redermer. Amen. 
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MEDITATION V. 
On the Divine Perſeftions; 


Matth. 5. 48. Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your. Father 
which is in Heaven is perſeth. 


| Oidyo:5> let us ſing the praiſes 
of our God, and joyfully 
recite his Divine | Perfe&tons : 
his Being 1s of himſelf alone, 
and no dependance his Eternal 
Eſſence knows. His knowledge 
fathoms the extent of all things, 
and his power commands them 
as he pleaſes. His Goodneſs ts 
ſupreamly infinite , and all his 
glorious Attributes tranſcen-, 
dently adoreable. Come ,- let 
us ſing the praiſes of our God, 
and joyfnlly recye his Divine 
Perfedtions. He 1s the -ſource 
of all felicity, eternally full of 
his own unchangeable bliſs. -_ 

oe 


— 


On the Divine Perfefions. 229 


fore time began, - he was 3 and 
when the Sun muſt loſe its 
light, his day will remain the 
ſame for ever. The Heaven of 
Heavens 1s the Palace of his 
Glory, and all Created Nature 
» the ſubje& of his Dominion. 
In his preſence the brighteſt 
Seraphims cover their faces, 
and all the bleſſed Spirits bow 
— their heads to his foot- 
ool. 


II 
Come, let us ſing aloud the 


Prerogatives of our God, and 
ſtrerch our utmoſt thoughts to 
exa't his Greatneſs. But, O 
moſt glorious and dreadful Det- 
ty, how dare we wretches un- 
dertake thy praife ! how dare 
our ſin-polluted {ips pronounce 
thy Name; or where ſhall we 
ſeek expreſſions fit for thee ? 
All we can fay is nothing to- 
thy unſpeakable Excellencies ; 
all we can think, but a faint 
ſhadow of thy unconceivable 
beauties : even the voice of 

An- 
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Angels is too low to reach-thy 
wort}; and their higheſt ſtrains 
fall. infinitely ſhort of thee : op- 
ly-in this ſhall thy ſervants” re- 
. Jayce, and all the powers of our 
Souls be glad , That ty (elf a- 
lone art thine own full praiſe; 
be to thy ſelf thine own glo- 


TY» 

ITT. 
Live our great God, eternal- 
ly incompaſt with the beams 
of thin own inacceſſible light, 
hve. our Ador'd Creator, and 
Reign for ever on the Throne 
of thine own unmortal King- 
dom. All thy ways , O Lord, 
are mercy and wiſdom, and al 
thy Councels tend to our hap- 
pineſs ;, elſe were our being al 
At Once, as it ſhall be in the next 
eternal Life. Our ſins wouk 
have here no power to be re- 
pented, and then, alas, hov 
deſperate were we ! we who 
are born in the way to miſery; 
and unlek we change, can ne- 

ver be happy. We, who 6 of- 
bk tet 
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ten wilfully go aſtray, and, un- 
leſs we return, muſt periſh for 
ever. 


I'V. 

My God, fince thouart ne- 
ver abſent from us, ler us be al- 
ways preſent with thee ; let us 
go up to thy Throne above, and 
there contemplate and admire 
thy glory. Every-where let us 
ſeek to meet thee; every-where 
let us delight to find thee. All 
our wants let us ſpread before 
thee 3 all our petitions let us 
offer to thee. Thou willingly 
inclineſt thy gracious ear to the 
prayers that come from a'fer- 
vent heart; thou lov'ſt to hear 
us treat of Heaven, as if we 
made it our bufineſs indeed to 
2 thither., 


V, 

Al other things we muſt ask 
with ſubmiffion to thee , fince 
we know not abſolutely what's 
good for our ſelves; but thy 
eternal joys we may beg with- 
out reſtraint; and urge and 

preſs * 
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preſs for thy aſfiſtance to gain 
them, Heaven we may wiſh 
without the check of reſignati- 
on 3 Heaven we may pray for 
without fear of 1mportunity, 
O wiſe and ' pracjous Lord! 
whate're thou doſt, thy love in- 
tends 1t all for the good of thy i} 
ſervants : 1f thou defer'ſt ſome- I | 
times to grant our requeſts, 'tis | 
onely in charity to make us re-} 5 
peat them. 

} 


/ VL 

That we may feel more (en-iff | 
ſibly our own poverty , and be !! 
ſtronglier convinc'd of our def *! 
pendence an thee; that wl 8 
may pra&ice our hope, whik f: 
we long expe ; and increaſe © 
our gratitude, when we receir 
at laſt ; that we may learn thi 
ſure and happy kill of workiy 
3n our Souls the vertues we d 
fire, by often renewing tho 
very defires, tall themſelves 
| become even the graces 
ſeek. - 
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VIiL 

But O improvident we, how 
unwilling to pray are molt of 
us always , and all of us ſome- 
times ! how do our Prayers 
ſcem long and tedious, and half 
an hour quite tire our patience ! 
how are we flow to begin, and 
ſwifr ro make an end: how 
heavy whule they are ſaying,and 
glad when they are faid ! yer 
ſure no eaſier work, than to ask 
what we want; no cheaper 
purchaſe, than to have for ask- 
ing : ſure no ſweeter pleaſure 
than to converſe with God, nor 
greater profit than to gain his 
favour. Still we have new 
tranſgreſſions to Confeſs, and 
ſhall never, alas, want infirmt- * 

tles to lament. 

VIIL 

Often,O dreadful Lord, when 
we ſpeak to thee , we do nor {6 
much as hear our ſelves; often 
we purſue 1mpertinenr objects, 
and our careleſs thoughts con- 
tradict ug words. But © _ 
El- 
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- Bleſſed end of all our labours, 
and onely Center of all our 
withes ! do thou reclaim all our 
wandring fancies, and guide 
and fix them to artrend 
Service. Night and day ler us 
call -on thee, and never ceafe 
knocking at the doors of 
Palace : Let no delay diſcou- 
rage our hope, nor even refw- 
fal deſtroy our confidence. 
I:X. 
Burt let this firm Foundarion 


R:ll ſuſtain us, and on this {ler 


our peace be ftabliſhr for ever, 
What's truly neceffary thy 
Goodneſs will nor deny, the 
reſt our obedience ſubmits to 
thy pleaſure.* If we beg grace 
for victory over our paſſions, 
let us conſtantly ſtrive to-refilt 


cheir aſſaults, Let us wiſely: 


foreſee our particular dangers, 
and ufe the proper 'weapon + 
gainſt every S1n. To obrain the 
9:ft of Charity, we muſt mort! 
fie our ſenſes, and 1mmediately 


fly the leaft ſhadow ot. rempta- ) 


£100, 


th 
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tion. In vain we approach thy. 
holy Table , 1f we come nor 
with a due prepared heart, 


X, 

Thou ſhutteſt thy Ear®to 
our loudeſt Prayers, if we'open 
not ours to the voice of the 
Poor. Thou &denrfi to pardon 
our Treſpaſſes againſt thee, un- 
leſs we already have forgiven 
cur enemies. O the extream 
Benignity of ovr glorious God ! 
who treats with his Creatures 
on equal terms 3 who deals no 
otherwiſe with vs miferable 

retches , than we our ſelves 

qpanade" one with another. 

fe promiſes to give _us the 
ame meaſure we give our 
Netghbours , and performs 1n- 
mparably more than 'he pro- 
cs :; Preſt down, ph ſhaken 
ogether, and running over, 1n> 
0 the Boſomes of them that 
ove him. 


XI. : 
Such, O my God, 15 the 
bounty of thy Goodneſs, and 
00 
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no leſs the Patience of thy ge- 
nerous Hand. Thou holdeft thy 
Bleſſings hovering o're our 
heads, ſtill watching the time 
whe . we are fit to receive 
them ; then thou immediately 
ſend'ſt them down upon us, to 
enter our hearts, and dwell 
with us for ever. Even that 
very Temper, which thus diſ. 
poſes us, entirely depends on 
the favour of thy Providence, 
Every condition thou requireſt 
on our part, being nothing elle 
but thine own free G1fr, Thy 
mercy alone is the Fountain df 
all our bleſſings; and in what 
channel ſoever they flow to uz 
they ſoring from thee, Thou 
art the God of Nature and Rea 
ſen; thou art the God & 
Grace and Religion. Give, 
gracious God, what thou ar 
pleaſed ro command, and then 
command what thou pleaſeſt. 
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The PRAYER.”. 


My Soul, "what canſt thou 
'$ wiſh for more ? Bebold,tby 
gracious Lord offers thee to chuſt 
what thou wilt, axd promiſes 'to 
give thee what thou chuſeſt, O 
infinite (Goodaeſs ! *tis thy ſelf a» 
love I chuſe z thou art my onely 
happineſs for ever. T ſte my Por- 
tie? hereafter depends on my 
choice here; bu! my choice, 0 
Lord, depends on thee: Guide 
me with thy hely Grace, that 
withdraw my affettions from a 
vain and. periſhable Creatarss , 
Ward fix them entirely on the en- 
Wjoyments of thee my tord, and 
"7 God, and my eternal feligi- 


Jy, 
TI. 

Send down, O thou God of our 
athers, and Lord of Mercy? 
nd down thy Wiſdom from thy 
oly Heaven, and from the Seat 
W/ thy Greatueſs, to be in us, and 
tour with-as, and teach ws 


L whas 
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what is acceptable to thee : That 
we may bnow our end, and wiſt. 
ly chuſe our way; and order all 
our attions to our true felicity, 
Onr thoughts are fearful, and 
our prudence unctrtain ; we 
fearce conjefture the things that 
are on Earth, and find without 
pains the things that are in fight: 
Gwe 15, O Lord, the Wiſdom thit 
aſſiſts at thy Throne , and viuh 
#s not from amongſt thy Chil 
artn. 

III. 


Deliver us, O Lord, from 
 lapſing ints the ſins we baven 
 pented, the ſins we have fo oftn 
promiſed to amend ; deliver u 
from all malice and enmity wi 
0ur Neighbours; and from 0 
preſſing the poor, who have nn 
to defend thim: they may 1 
confidently expett thy proteciinn 
3f we ſerve thee, and love ons 
rother.. Thou art our ftrength, 
Lord, whom ſhall we fear? 
&*t our Salvation, of what | 
28 be afraid ? Nothing can bi 


« 
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us, but our own Vicious deſeres ;. 
nothing can endanger us, but diſ- 
obedience to our God, Olet us 
conſider well our Feps, and wal 
ſincerely, that bus rod and bis ſtaff 
may tuer comfort us, and bring us 
at laſt to his Heavenly Kingdom. 
AmEN. 


_—— 


MErvDviTATION VI. 


Of the Divine Love. - 


Rom. 8. 38, 39. For TI am pty- 
 ſwaded , that neither death, 
nor life, nor Angels, nov prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nov 
things preſent, nor things fo 
come, nor hught, nor depth, 
nor any other Creature, ſhall be 
able to _w 1s from the 
0a, 


loveof Goa, which is in Chriſt 
- Feſus our Lord. 
»Y - [. 
; Et us now confſider,O Lord, 
h our God 3 ler us thankful- 
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248 Of Divine Love. 
ly remember what thou art to 
us: thou art the great begin- 
ning of our nature,and glorious 
end of all our actions ; thou art 
the over-flowiag ſource from 
whence we ſpring, and the im- 
menſe Ocean into which: we 
tend. Thou art the free he- 
Ntower of all we poſſeſs. and 
faithful promiſer of all we hope 
thou art the ſtrong ſuſtainer of 
our lives, and ready deliverer 
from all our enemies. Thou 
art the merciful ſcourger of our 
Sins , and bnunteous rewarder 
of our Obedience : Thou art 
the Condutter. of our P1lgri- 
mage, and the cternal reſt of 
our wearied Souls. 
T I. | 

Such words, alas, our narrow- 
neſs 1s eonſtrained to uſe, when 
we endeavour to ſpeak thy 
Bounties. Wider a little can 
or thoughts cxrend , yet 1nf- 
nitely leſs than the leaſt of thy 
Mercies. Tell us thy ſelf, one 


word of thine expreſſes more, 
than 
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than all the eloquence of Men 
and Angels : tell us thy ſelf, O 
thou-mild Inftrufter of the Tg- 
norant ! whar thou art to ut. 
Say to our Souls , thou art our 
Salvation; bur ſay 1t fo, that we 
may hear thee : gladly will we 
run after the ſound of that 
Voice, and hope by following 
It to find out thee, 

I1h 

When we have found thee 
once, O theu Joy of our hearts ! 
never let us lole thy fight agaituz 
never [et us turn onr eyes from 
thee ; bur ſteadily fix them on 
thy glorious Face. Sufter us 
not to go, till thou haft given us 
thy bleſſing 3 and then may thy 
bleſſing bind us faſter to thee, 
To know thee, O Lord, 1s the 
higheſt Learning z and to fee 
thy face, the onely Happinefls. 
To know our ſelves 1s the trueft 
Wiſdom, and to ſee our own 
Poverty the ſafeſt Riches. 


$5 Let 
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Let us now conſider, O Lord 
our God ! Jer us humbly re- 
member what we are to thee, 
We who, alas, are nothing in 
our ſelves, what can we beto 
thy immenfity ? thou who arr 
all things in thine own rich ſelf, 
what canſt thou recetve from 
our poverty? This onely we 
are to thee, O great Creator, the 
unthankful obje& of all thy 
Bounties : this onely we are to 
thee, O dear Redeemer ! the 
unworthy canſe of all thy Suffe- 
rings. Guilty we committed 
the Crime, and'thou with thine 
« nagge undertoak'ſt it. We 
went aſtray. from the path of 
Life,amd thy mercy came down 
from Heaven ro ſeek us : to ſeek 
us in the Wilderneſs where we 
had loſt our ſelves, and bring us 
home to the Diſcipline of..thy 

Love. 
,, 
Lord, what.are. we.that thou 
ſhould'ſt thus regard ſach _ 
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and vile, and inconfiderable 
Wretches ! What can our good» 
will avail thy bliG, that with 
ſo many Charms thou woo'ſt us 
to love thee! What can our 
malice prejudice thy Content, 
ther thou threatneſt ſo violent- 
ly if we love thee not ! Is there 
perhaps not. miſery enough 1n 
living deprived of thy blifful 
Love ? Yes, yes, dear Lord, 
and that thou knew'it, aid 
that's rhe onely cauſe which 
mov'd thy Goodneſs to cout 
our affections. 

V F. 

Thou knew'ſt we elie would 
caſt away cur ſelves by doting 
on the follies of this decetrful 
World. Thou knew'ſt the dan- 
ger of our wilful nature ; and 
therefore ſtriv ſt, by greateſt 
fears and greateſt hopes, and all 
the wiſeſt arts of love and houn- 
ty, to draw us to thy ſelf, and 
endow us with thy Kingdom. 
Unhappy we ! whoſe froward- 
neſs requireſt ſo ſtrange procec- 

L 4 ding, 
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ding, to force upon us our own 
Salvation. Happy we, whoſe 
wants have met {0 kind a Hand, 
that needed but our emptineſ; 
ro engage him to fill us. Hap- 
y yet 'more, that our Lord, 
who thus favours us now , will 
at even given us himflf. 
| Vik 
Lord, without thee whar's al 
the World to us , bur a flying 
dream of buſje Vanities? k 
romiſes indeed: a Paradiſe of 
bliſs ; but all ir performs 1s an 
empty cloud. Thine are the 
Joys that ſhine fixr as the Star, 
and- make the onely ſolid Hez- 
ven. Lord, withour thee, wha 
are we to our ſelves, but the 
wretched cauſes of our own 
ruine ? we, tzH thor giv'ſt be- 
ing; were yy nothing 
more remov'd from happinek, 
than the miſerableſt of thy 
Creatures. Now thou haſt made 
us, we wholly depend on thee, 
and periſh jmmediately if thou 
forſake-us. | 


VE 
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Thou,withour-us,art the.ſarge 
all-glortous F ſſence,being full of 
thy own eternal Felicity ; with- 
out us, thy-Royal Throne ſtands 
firm for ever-z and all the pow- 
ers of Heaven obey thy plea- 
ſures. Pity, O. gracious Lord, 
our 1mperfect nature, whoſe e- 
very circumſtance 1s ſo contra+ 
ry to thine. Thou dwelleſt a- 
bore in the Manſions of glory, 
and we below.4n houſes of clays 
thou art Immorral, and thy day 
out-lives all: time-; we-every 
moment go dewnwards to our 
grave. Thovartimmenſe, and 
thy preſence fills the Heavens; 
but the greateſt of us, alas, how 
little are we 4 Two yards of air 
contain us while we-live, and a. 
few ſpans of earth ſuffice usat 
our death. | 

IX. 


| When, O my God, ſhall theſe 
diſtances meet together? .When 
mill theſe extremities embrage 
each other? We know they 
= Yo oREe 
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once were miraculouſly joyn'd, 
1m the Sacred perfon-of thy E- 
ternal Son, when the King of 
Heaven ſtoopr down to Earth; 
and grafted into his own perſon 
the nature of mann. We hope 
they once again ſhall be ha ppi 
ly united jn the bliRful vifion 
of thy gloticus ſelf : When the 
Children- of che earth fhall be 
exalted to Heaven, and made 
nigra thy D1vine tature 
at are there no means for its 
here below ? © thou infinitely 
high and glorious God ! is there 
no ways to approach towards 
thee, and diminiſh, ar leaſt, this 
ancomfortable diſtance ? None 
bur the way. of holy Love; 


which none can attain, but by 


thy free Gift. 
X 


Nor muſt we finners dare t0 
ask thou ſhould'ſt love us, being 
rmfinitely unworthy to -be cal- 
ted thy ſervants : Rather ler us 
humbly beg the grace we may 
love thee, who art ſo many 
| ways 
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ways worthy of more than ovr 
hearts. And yet, Q deareſt 
Lord , unleſs thou firſt love vs 
and (weerly draw us by thy gen- 
tle hand, never ſhall we be fo 
happy as to love thee; nor 
never happy unleſs we love 

. O boumrcous God! to 
all thy favours add this one, of 
making us eſteem thee above 
them all. Be thou ro us our 
God and all things, and make 
us nothing in our own eyes. 
Be thou our whole everlaſting 


delight, and ler nothing ele be 

, any thing to us. Vanity of va» 

nities all 1s vanity, bur the love 

4 God, and hope to enjoy 
1m. 
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God , who alone art dll in 

all things to us, andto 
whom we are nothing but writ- 
ched objects of thy © bounty; 
which the more it flows upon us, 
the more we trutly feel our own 
pure emptineſs and want of it 
increafe, we humbly beſeech thet, 
this bappy ſenſe in thy ſervants, 
by the experience we everyday 
have, how unſatisfadtory- this 
world is: aud grant, that finds 
ing i® ordained by thee, to breed 
and widen , not fill our capach 
ties we may mabe this only uſt 
of all thy Creatures here, to. raiſt 
and htighten our defires of thy 
infinite ſelf jn Eternity, through 
our Lord Fas Chriſt thy Sor, 
and our alone Saviour, who with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt lives and 
reigns , one God world withaut 

ed. Amen. 


_ 
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Of Divine Love. 
By E. W. Eſquire. 


= 
He Grecian Muſe has al 
their Gods ſurviv'd; 
Noy Jove at us, not Phoebus # bs 
arriv'd. 
Frail Deities , which faſt tht 
Potts made, 
And then invok'd to give theiv 
fanties aid ! 
Yet if they fill divert us with 
thezr rags, 
What may be hop'd for in a berrot 
Age? 
Wien not from Helicon” [ Magi 
ned fpring, 
But Sacred Writ, wt y 8 
what we ſing.* 
This with the Fabrich of | the 
world begun, 
Elder than Light, and ſhall out- 
(aſt the SY/LA 
1 IL 
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IL. | 
mew this Oracte, (like Pagen) 


The Gal pretendirs , Delphos, 

» ——_ all ; 4, F 

Long: fmce de is and (ilent 
they afford, F 

Hoxour, and Triumph, to th' E- 
ternal word. 

III. 

As late Philoſophy our Globe hat 
grac'd, 

And rvowling earth among th 
Planets plac'd, | 

$0 has this Book entitl'd #s tt 
Heav'n, 

And rules to guide us to the 

Manſion giv'n, 

Tells the Conditions, bow ont 
peace was maat, 

Axd is ous pledge, for the griat 
Authors aid, © 

Mis power in Natures amyl 
Boob we find, 

Bat the leſs Volume do's om 
his mind. 


I}. 
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I'V. 
This light nnkbnown, bold Epi» 
| uſus taught, 
That bis bleft gods vauchſafe us 
not a thought 1 
Bit wnconcerwd, let all below 
them ſlide, 
As Fortune do's,onr Humane Wiſe 
dom, guide. 
V. 
my thus remov'd, the ſacred 


And op ee of all ſociety is broke *- 

m_ Ak of Oaths, of Promiſe, or 
of Teſt, 

Where men regard 10 God bat I. 
tereſt ? 

What endlefs War would jealous 
Nations teart, 

If none above, did witntſs what | 
they ſweay ? 

Sad fat of unbelievers, (and yes 
juft, 


) 
Among themſelves to Je ſo vet 
th 
Were Scripture þ þ lent , Neture 
would proclaim, 
Without a God, onv falſhood and 
047 ſhame. Vl 


\ 


282 Of Divine Loye. 


VI. 

To know our thoughts, the objtfi 
of his eyes, 

Is the firſt flop t'wards bring 
good, or wiſe 3 

For thb ,with judgment we on 
things reflets, 

Our will determines, not our it 
teReft ; . 

Slaves to their paſſion , reaſon 

_ men imploy, 

_—_— to BF what they Þ ould 


His 2 44 to guard us from ony 


ſelves, we need, 

And ſacred Writ, our Reaſon do' 
' exceed. 

KF £4: 7,1 

For thi Heav'n ſhews the Glory 
of the Lord, 

Yet ſomething "ſhines more glori- 
ous is bis Word. 

His Mercy this ( which all bis 
Works excels) 

His tender kindneſs, and compaſ- 
fron tells, 

Whilſt we, inform'd by that Cele- 


ftial Book, 
'V FN 
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Iito the bowels of our ' Maker 
look. 
VIFL. 
Love there reveal'd, which never 
hall have ena 
Nor had beginning , ſhall our 
Song commend, 
Deſcribe it ſilf, and warm us 
with that flame, 
which firſt from Heav'n, to make 
as happy came. 
IX. 


The fear of Hell, or aiming to be 
bleſt, | 

Savours too much of private in» 
tereſt 5 

This LAY not Moſes, nor the 
72ealous Paul, 

who for their friends,” abandon'd 
Soul and all : 

A greater yet, from Heau'n, to 
Hell deſcends, 

To ſaute, and make his Enemies 
his friends © 

Nat line of praiſe can fathom 
ſuch a love, 

which reacht the lowtſi bottom 
from abowt 2? 

The 
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The Royal Prophet that extended 
Grace, 

From Heawn to Earth meaſur'd 
but balf that ſpace ; 

The Law was regnant and con- 
fin'd his thought, 

Hell was not conquer'd , m_ 
that Poit wrote 

Heav'n was ſcarce heard of, un- 
* tbl be came down, 

To make the Region, Where Love 
triumph S "ai 


That early Love, of Creatures yet 
unmade, 

T 0 frame the world th* Almigh- 
ty did perſwage. 

For love it was that firſt created 
light, 

Mov'd on the waters , chasd 4- 
way the night 

From the tude Chaos, and be- 

| d new grace 

On things diſpos&'d of, to their 
proper place ; 

Some to veſt here , and ſome to 
ſhine above, 

Earth, Sea, and Heauen, were 
all theeſſects of love, And 
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And love would be retarn'd, but 
there was none 


That to-themſelves, or others yet 
were bnown ; 


The world a palace was, without 
a Gueft, 

Til one appears that muit excell 
the reſt. 

One like the Author, whoſe capa- 
cious mind © 

Might by the glorious work, the 
Maber find, 

Might meaſure Heavn, and give 
each ſtar a name, 

With art aud courage the rough 
Ocean tame , 

Over the Globe, with ſwelling 
ſails might go, 

And that *tis round, by his Expe- 
rience hnow. 

Makes ſtrongeſt beaſts obedient 
to his will, 

And ſerve bis uſe, the fertile 
earth to till. 

XTI. 4 

When by his word, Ged bad ac- 

eompliſht all, 
Man 
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Man to create , he did a Coun- 


cil call; F 
Imploy'd bis band , to givetul. 
Auft be took 4 
A graceful figure and mayeftich 
look 5 
With bis own breath, convey d in- ' 
fo bis breaſt 7 
Life and a Soul, fit to command 
the re[8, : 7 
Worthy alone to celebrate bit 
Name, 


For ſuch a Gift, and tell fon 
whence it came 3 

Birds fong bis Praiſes in a Wildt 
note, 

Byt not with laſting numbers, 
and with thought : 

Mans great Prerogative ; but 4s 
bove all 

His Grate abounds, -in bis new 

F A” fall. 


If be create, it is 4 World bt 
ag, wh ; 

If be anery.,, the Creation 
ſhabes ; | 


From 
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From his juft wrath, our guilty 
Pareiffed, * 


Hi curſt the Earth, but bruiz'd 
the Serpents bead. 

Amid(t the ſtorm, his beauty did 
erceed, | 

In the _ Promiſe,of the Virgins 
SLA. | 

Tib juſtice death, as ſatisfation 


cranes. * Y 

Love finds away to pluck us from 
Our graves. 

XIV. 

Not willing terror ſhould his 
Image move, 

He givis a pattern of Eternal 
love 5 

His Son deſcepgds to treat a 
Peace with thoſe, 

Which were, gnd muſt have evty 
been his foes ; 

Poor he became, ard left bis glo- 
YLous Seat, "4 

To make us humble, and to make 
4s great. , 

His buſineſs here, was happineſs 


to gith, 
To 


a? 
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To thoſe, whoſe malice could 
lef im live © 

Legions of Angels pbich | - 
might bave us'd, 


fus'd. 

VVhile they ſtood ready to preven 
his loſs, . 

Love took bim up, and nayl[ 
bim to the Crefe 

Immortal love, which in bi 
bowels reign'd, 

Tha# we might be by ſuch a lot 
conſtrain'd 

To make yeturn of love, upon thi 
Pole, 

Onr duty does, and our Religit 
Role. 

To love, is to befieve, to hope, t 


know, 
*Tis an Eſſay, a taſte of Heav' 


below. 
XV. 
He to*proud Potentates would 
not be known 3 
Of thoſe that lou'd him, he wa 
bid from vone 3 — | 
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ill love appear, we! 
xious doubt ; 
put ſmoak will vaniſh, when that 

flame breaks out. 
«4 Wfrois is the fire, that would conte 
ſume our droſs, 
Refine and mabe us richer by the 
loſs. 
ol XVI. 
ould we forbeay difpates , and 
b praftice love, 
Vie ſhould agree as Angels do a> 
lo bowe. 
BY Vbere love preſides, not vite a» 
thi lone do's find 
No entrance there, but vertuts 
4 fray behind : 
 $B»th Faith and Hope, and all the 
ol meaner train 
\BOf moral vertues at the door re- 
Us main, © 
Leve onely enters, as 4 Native 
here: 
Foy born in Heav'n,, it do's but 
ojanrn here. 
XVIL 
Ie that alone, would wife ang 
_—_ 


d 
h | 


we? lpve in an- 


H 


Til 


Come 
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-arifiys that others. love as 
well as be, + 

Love as be low, bow can We 
ſoarſobigh? . 

He can add" wings , when. ht 
commands to fly; 

Nor ſhould we be with this Com- 
mand diſmay'd, 

He that Example gives will give 
bis aid; 

For he took fleſh, that where his 
precepts fail, 

His praftice as a pattern may 
prevail; 

His love at once, and dread in- 


ftrufFs our thought, 

As man be ſuffer d , and as God 
be taught 3 

VVill for the deed be takes, wt 
may with ea | 

Obedimt be, 7 r if we love, Wt 


ltaſe. 
pita XVIII 
FVeak tho' we are, to love is nd 
bard tas, © 
And love, jo love, bs ali that 
 Hav'nao's ach, 
Love, 
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Love, that would all men juſt; 
and temperate make 3 
Kind to themſelves, and othtrs 
for bus ſabe, 
'Tis with our minds, 2s with a 
fertile ground, 
VYanting this love, thty muſt 
with weeds abound : 
Unruly paſſions, whoſe tffcis are 
Wor ſe 
Than thorns & thiſ{tles Pringing 
from the Curſe. 
XIX. 
To Glory Man or Miſery ts 
born 3 
Of his proud foe, the Enty or the 
Scorn, 
Wretched be 1s, or bappy in ex- 
treams; 
Baſe in himſelf, but great by 
Heawns eſteem. 
With love , of all created things 
the beſt ; 5 
Without it, more pernicious than 
the refs. 
X X. 
Foy greedy VVolves anguardes 
Sheep devour 


M By 
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But while thiiy hanger lafts, and 
then give ore. © 
Man's bounaliſs avarice, his 
want exceeds, 
And on his Neighbours round 4- 
bout him feeds; 
His Pride and vain Ambition 
are ſo vaſt, 
That deluge libe, they lay wholt 
Nations waſt. 
Debaxches and exciſs (tho' with 
'  leſsnoiſe) 
As great a portion of Mankind 
deſtroys. 
The Beaſts and Monſters Hercue 
les oppreſt, 
Might in that age, ſome Provin- 
ces infeſt. 
Theſe more deſtruflive Monſters 
are thtbane 
Of every age, and in all Nations 
reign * | 
But ſoon would vanih, if tht 
VVorld were bleft 
I'Vith Sacred love, by whit) 
they arg reorejt. 


XX 
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X XI. 

Inpendent death, and guilt that 
threatens Hell, 

Are dreadful guiſts, which hire 
with mortals dwell, 

And a vext Conſcience mingling 
with thtir joy 

Thoxghts of deſpair , do's theiv 
whale life annoy : 

But love —_— al thoſe teve 
rours fly, 

VVe live contented, and conteu- 
ted dit 3 

They in whoſe breft » this facred 


love bas plact, * 


Death as &4 paſſage to thiir joy 


imbrace. 
XXII. 

Clouds and thick vepoars which 
obſcure the day, | 

The Sun's victorious beams May 
chaſe away 3 

Thoſe which our life corrupt, and 
darken, love 

The nobler Star , muſt from the 
Soul remove 3 

Spots are obſeru'd in that which 
bounds the year, 
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This brighter | Sun moves in 4 
; bounadleſt Fphear, | 
Of Heav'n the joy, the glory and 

the light, © P 

Shines among Angels , and ad- 

- Wits no night. . | 
XXITITI. 

Tabs Iron Agr, ſo fraudulent and 

old, 

Touch d 'with that love, would 

be an age of gold , 

Not as they fain'd, that Oaks 

ſhould boney drop, 

Or Land niglefted bear an un- 
ſown Crop; | 
Love would make all things ta{ie, 

ſafe, and cheap ; 

None jor himſelf, would cithiy 

Sow or Reap. 
Oar ready belp, and mutual [out 
Wound yiela, 

A nobler ha1v7it, than the riches}! 

feld, | 

Famine ani ac aith , confivd to 

certain parts, 

Erxtend:d are, oy barrenntſs of 

btartss; 

Somt 
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Some pige for want, whilt others 
ſurfeit now ; | 
But then we. ſhould the uſt of 
plenty know ; 

Love would: betwixt the rich 
and needy hand, | 

And ſpread Heav'ns bounty with 
an equal band ; 

At once the givers and receivers 
bleſs, 

Encreaſe their joy , and make 
their ſufferings leſs, 

XXIV. 

V/ſho for bimſelf no *Miracls. 
would make, 

Diipenc'd with Nature, for the. 
peoples ſabe. 

He that long faſting would nd. 
wonder ſhow, 

Made Loaves and Fijhes, as they 
eat them, g ow, 

Of all his power, which boundliR. 
was aboue, . | 
Hire he us'd none; but to expreſs 

his loue 
And ſuch a love, woxid make our 


"y exceed 
Not 
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Not when dur own, but other 

mouths we ſeed: 
XY. 

Laws would be uſeleſs, which 
rude Natyye awes 3 

Love changing Nature, would 

. prevent the Laws. 

Tygers, and Lions into dens we 
thr 

But milder Creatures with thity 

 frerdom trut - 

Devils are chain'd, and tremble, 
bat the Spouſt, 

No force but Love, nor bond but 
Bounty knows. 

Men, whom we now ſo fierce and 
dangerous ſee, 

FVould Guardian Angels to tach 
other be. 

Such wonders chn this mighty 
Love perform, 

Fultures to doves, wolves into 
lambs transform. 
—."WATh 

Love, what Ifaiah prophecy d, 

' (an do, 

Exalt the valleys, lay the mont- 

- tains low; 

Haim 
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Humble. the loſty, the defefied 


ratje, 

Smooth and mabe freight, our 
rough and croobed ways. 

Love, ſtrong as death , and like 
it levels all, 

VVith that poſſe ſt , the great in 
title fall; 

Themfelves eſteem , but equal to 
the leaſt, 

V/hom Heav'n with that bigh 
charafter has bleſs. 

Tris love, the Center of our union, 
can 

Alone beſtow compleat repoſe on 
Man ; 

Tame his wild appetite , make 
inward peace, 

And forreign Firife among tbe 
Nations ceaſe 5 

XXVII. 

No Martial Trumpet ſhould di 
flurb our ret, 

Nor Princes arm , tho to ſubdue 
the Eaſt; 

VI here for the Tomb, ſo many 
Herates taught 

M 4 By 
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Ey tboſe that guided their Deve- 
tion, fought. 

Thrice bappy we / could we like 
ardour bave, 

To gain his love, as they to win 
bis Grave. 

Love as he loy'd, a love ſo uncon- 
fin'd, | 

With arms extended, to th- 
brace mankind. 

St:f-love wou'd ceaſe, or be dila- 
ted. when 

VVe (hould behold, as many ſelfs 
as Men, 

All of one Family, in Blood all 
ty'd, | 

His precious Blood, that for on 

 nvanſom dy'd. 

RXXVTIIT. | 

Ti9 the Creation , ſo Divini!y 
tauent, 

Such a lively Image in Out 
thought, 

And the firſt fark of new cvet- 
ted light ; 
From Chaos ftruch , afjefts our 

preſent ſcght : 


Tit 
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Yit the frit Chriſtians did eſteem 
more ble 

The day of rifng, than the day of 
ret 5 

That every week might new os 
caſion give, 

To make his triumph in their me+ 
mory live. 

Then lit our Muſe compoſt 4 far 
cred Charm, 

To keep his Blood among 15 euer 
warm, 

And ſinging, as the bleſſtd dos & 
bove, ' 


VVith our laſt breath dilate this 
fame of Love. 
RX 


But on ſo = a ſubjeft, Who C48 
find, 

VV ords that may reach eh Idea" s 
of his mind ? 

Our Language ſails, or if it could 

upply, 

VV hat mortal thought can raiſe 

1: ſulfſo high? | 

Defþairing bere we might aban-- 


463 an, 
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And onely bope to have it in our 
| beart; | 

But though we find this ſacred 
task too bard, 

Frt the defeen, thitndeavony 
brings reward; | 

The Contemplation do's ſufpend 
our woe, ; 

And mabes a truce with all the 
Ws we bnow. « 

XXR. 
As _ lifted Fhirit from the 


wn 

Of David's hayp a preſent ſolace 
found ; 

Fo on this theam while we var 
muſe engage, 

No wounds are felt of fortint or 
of age : 

On Divine Love to meditate 33 
peace, 

And mabes all care of man 
things to ceaſe; 

XXXT. 

Amar'd at once and comforted to 

find 


A boundleſs power ſs infinitely - 
hind ; | - 
t 
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The Foul contending to that 
light to fly 

From ber dark Cell, we prathice 
how to aye ; | 

Inploying thus the Poets wingea 
art, 

To teach this Love, and grave it 
in onr heart. 

XXXILT. 

Foys ſo compleat, ſo ſolid and ſt- 
Vere, 

VYould leave no room for meantyr 
pleaſures there : 

Ple they way'd look, as flavs 
that muſt be gone, . 

VVhben from the Eaft the riſng 
Sun comes ons © 
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Plal. 103. 2. Bl the Lord, 0. 
Soul, and forget not al ys 
Benefits. 


[. '$ 

| Cerma thee, O Lord, we de- 

'. rtve our being ; and from 

the ſame goodnefs our continu- 

ance tobe ; thou withdrawſi 

thy hand bur 4 moment, we In- 

ſtantly return ro our firſt no- 

thing. From all our Enemies 

* his providence defends vs, and 

covers our heads 1n the day of 
danger : he ſends 1n his grace 

to relieve our weakneſs , and 
diſappoints che temptations 
that threaten to undo us. Here 
his almighty power ſaftains ovr 
life , and mercifully allows us 
pace to repent; thar by well 
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employing the time he lends us, 


, we may wiſely provide for our 


own Eternity. He ſtill repeats 


. his bleſſings to us, and ſhall we 


neglet our duty to him? . He 
freely beſtows on us all our day, 
and ſha!l we nor ſpend half an 
hour in his ſervice? O my 
Soul, be not fo ſlethful, but ſtill 
adore that God that preſerves 
thee, * : 
I 


Be thou. etcrnally ador'd, O 
God of our Salvation, and may 
thy praiſes be ſung by thy ſer- 
vants for ever. When our firſt 
Parents had diſobeyed thy pre- 
cepts, to the. ruine of them- 
ſelves, and their whole poſteri- 
ty, thy mercy immediately pro- 
vided a remedy, and gractoufly 
promiſed a powerful Redee- 
mer; a Redeemer that ſhould 
conquer ſin and death, and 
cruſh in pieces the- Serpents 
head. . A Redemeer ther ſhould 
fully repair the breaches cf 
mankind, and rendet + ur con- 

dition 
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ditzon better than before z en- 
lightning our eyes with a clearer 
wew of rhoſe excellent rruchs 
char belong ro our peace 3 and 
ſupporring our nature with a 
ſtronger grace, to bear us ſafel 
on through all encounters, ti] 
we arrive at the land of reſt, 
and be received for ever 1nto 
that glorioas Kingdom, 
HL 

O blefſed Jeſu, our ſtrength, 
our guide, who knowſt and pi- 
rieft our weak capacities , who 
in thy tender care haſt contri- 
ved ſuch means , that nothing 
can undo us but our own per- 
verſnels. How cafic haſt thou 
made the way to Heaven ! how 


lipht is the burthen thou layeſt | 


on thy ſervants! *'tis but to 
love thee , our greateſt benefe- 
Ror ; and we perfectly fulfil e- 
very branch of thy Law. *Tis 
bur-defiring to ſee thee, our 
ſupreme Beatitude, and we are 
fure to poſlcſs an Erernicy of 
2a _— 
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I'V. 

Bleſſed , © my God, be the 
wiſdom of thy Providence , 
that alone knows the way to 
draw . good our of evil; thac 
not onely reſtores us to our firſt 
degree, but makes even our fall 
rebound us to a greater height. 
Lord, as thy goodneſs turns all 
things to the advantage of th 
- 3 O may the Ele& pra! 

nels mm all things. Ad- 

mi le wert thou, O prom #- 
thy merciful promiſe, - 
nitely more m thy wonderfuf 
rye ec” didſt a 
pute an Angel ro ſupply thy 
place, nor entruſt ſo tender a 
work to the of a Scra- 


| phin 3 but thy ſelf didſt bow 


the Heavens and come down, 
and with thy own bleſt hauds 
work our redemption. - 
V. l 

Thy (elf did(t rake upon thee 
our frail nature, and vouchſafe 
to be born of mm humble Virgin; 
condeſcending ro the —— 
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of a.Child , a Child whoſe Pa- 
rents were poor -and uncſteem- 
ed in the world ;. not declining 
the mean entertamment of a 
Stable : O how unfit for the 
birth of the King of Heaven! 
bur eonrenting thy (elf with the 
Cradle of a Manger, and the 
uncaſie lodging on a bed of 
raw, refuſing the ſofr accom- 
modation of the rich, to under- 
go the inconveniencies of a 
poor ſtranger, onely the faith- 
ful Foſeph ſtood waiting on thee, 
and provided, as he was able, 
for his helpleſs Family ; onely 
thy pious Mother dearly em- 
brac'd thee, and wraprt thy ten- 
der limbs 1n little cloaths. 

L V I. 

Wonder, O Heavens, and be 
amaz'd, O Earth, and every 
Creature humbly bow your 
heads ; bow and adore this 10- 
comprehenſible Myſtery ; The 
word was made Py and dwelt 
among us, But moſt of all, we 
who. are moſi concerned, {* 
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baniſht Children of unfortunate 
Adam ; let us bow down our 
faces to the duſt, and proſtrate, 
adore, ſo unſpeakable a mercy. 
Behold , thus low my Saviour 
ſtoopt for me, to check the 
pride of my corrupted nature. 
Behold, thus low he ſtoopr, to 
take me from the ground, and 
raiſe me to the felicities of his 
own Kingdom. 
VII. 

Lift up thy voice with joy, ' 
O my Soul, and ſing Hoſanna to 
the new-born Jeſus 3 call all 
his bleſſed Angels to Celebrate 
his Birth, and repeat afreſh 
that heavenly Anthem, Glor 
be to God on high , on Earth 
peace, good-will towards men z 
rejoyce all you faithful Nations 
of the Earth, when you hear 
the ſweet Name of our dear Re- 
deemer :Rejoyce,and with your 
bended. knees and hearts adore 
the bleſſed Jeſus 3 He 1s- the 
Son of theeverlaſting God, e- 
qually participating the vor 
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' and leap for joy. He open'd 


raughr the Simple Myſteries.of 


of his Fathef : He is that great 

Meſſas whom the Prophets 

forerold , and all che ancient 

Saints ſo long expettcd. 
VIII. 

Ar length, 1n the fulneſs of 
time, he came ro vifit in Perſon 
our miſerable world : He came 
with hands full of Miracles, and 
evecy Miracle full of Mercy. He 
made the crooked become 
ſtraight, and the lame to walk 


che ears of the Deaf to hear, and 
pave fjglit to them that were 
born B'ind : he looſen'd the 
tongues of the Dumb to ſpeak; 
© may he govern ours to ſing 
his praiſe ! He cleanſed the Le: 
prous by the word of h!+ mouth, 
and heal'd their Diicaſes who 
bur touchr his Garment. . 
I X. 

. To the Poor , he reveal'd the 

treaſures of his Goſpe], and 
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tis Kingdom. He caſt out De- 
vils by the command of his 
WHll, 
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life, the dead thar was four days 
buried and corrupted : Nay, 
even himſelf being ſlain for ' us 
on the Croſs, and his Tomb 
made faft and ſecured with a 
Guard ; He rais'd agam by 

own ViRorious power, a 

carried up our Nature in t 

higheſt Heavens. All theſe ſtu- 
pendious Signs, O glorious Je- 
ſu ! were dene by the hand of 
thy Almighty mercy, to witneſs 


thy-truth with the Seal of Hea- 


ven, and endear thy 
with obliging Miracles; t 
thus engag'd we might belteve 
in thee, and obeying thy Law 
de eternally faved. 
_ Io : 
. - goto all = love [os 
ord, by ſo many 
fo kindly- — One Mi- 
racle more we humbly beg, bur 
one as ſtrangely hard as any of 
the reſt: Soften our ſtony 
hearts 
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hearts into a tender ſenſe of thy 
greatneſs, and rheir own true 
duty. Raiſe our dead Sprit 
from this heavy carth, to dwell 
with thee 1n the Land of the* 
Living : That, as' we: here ad-* 
mire thy bountcous Power, and 
daily fing the wonders of thy 
Grace, we may hereafter adore 
thy bleſſed Self, and ſing ecer- 
nally the wonders of thy Glo- 


I). 
The PRAYER 


Ell may we give thee, 0 
Lord, ſome part of what 

we have, fince we receiv'd of Yhit 
even all we have. Well may we giv! 
with glaadneſs to thee, ſince thy 
bounty rewards us with ſo great 
adventage. O make us ftill mi- 
firuft our ſtlvts, and with an 
humble confidence rely on thiti 
Witzout thy Bleſſing our Labours 
art in vain; and againſt thy 
Decrees no policy can ſucceed : 
But if we bumbly ſubmit to _ 
| £08 
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thou wilt dired# us; if we beep 
thy Commandments, thou wilt 
defend 15. 


II. 

Teach us, O gracious Lord, to 
prgin aro with fear, and 
2g 11 With obedience, and finilh 
them with love : and after all, 
it humbly down in hope, and 
with @ cbearful confidence look 
yp ta thee, whoſe promiſes are 
aithfſul, and rewards infinite. 
All this we may do for men, and 
Ut they fail us ; we may ſear 
and obey, and they forget our ſer- 
victz we may love and hope,and 
they negleft. our affeftions 2 Only 
thou, O Lord guy God, whom we 
10 way can benefit, doft every 
$49 obitge us. 

ITI. 

What can an infinite power, 
wiſ1nm and goodneſs do, but that 
wc) is beſt ? Lord, I ſubmit 
ad adore thy Providence, which 
catters the,e temporal things 
wity 4 ſeeming negligence , as 
triflzs of ſo little importance, 

that 
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that they ſignifie neither love ny 
hatred. Nothing but Hiav'n 


* 
l 
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» 
: - 
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motions of the world, and fit 
dily go on to our glorious Hom; 
not cenſuring our journey by th 
weather we meet, [nor turnin 
ont of the way for any acciden 
that befals. This we beg fu 
Feſus Chrifi bis ſake, our Lon 
and Saviour. Amen, 
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MEeviTaTron VIII 
On the Mercies of God. 


Dan. 9. 9. To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgivene(s, 
though we have rebelled a- 
gant bim. 


L 

Ipe away the tears 

from thine eyes, O my 
Soul ! and clear thy heart from 
all clouds of deſpair. He that's 
thus 1n Power to. puniſh, 1s full 
45 infinite m Goodnels to fave. 
How ofren have we broken his 
Divine Commands ! yer ſhll his 
Farih ſuſtains and fcrves us, 
How often have we abus'd our 
fiulncts of Bread yer ſtill his 
Mo: vis ſhower plenty upon us. 
Himiclt with ys own Almighty 
Word , conhn'd the Waters, 


ficiouſ- * 
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ficiouſneſs ro deftroy ; Hitherto 
ſhall you come, and no further; 
and here wall | ſtay your proud 
waves. 
| 

Only the Ambitious Angel; 
find no forgiveneſs, becauſe 
their obſtinacy refuſes to ſeek 
It: elſe, could rhoſe rebel-Spi. 
rits diſclaim their Crimes , and 
turn again to obey their Maker, 
His Clemency would foon re- 
voke their Sentence,and reſtore 
them to ſhine in their firſt 
bright Seats. But Oh! the &x- 
ceſs of Mercy vouchſaft ro 4 
dam, and to us duft and aſhes, 
his Poſterity ! For whom the 
Soveraign King of Heaven hun- 
bled himſelf to deſcend upm 
Earth. 

IIL. 


Leading a poor laboriaw 
life, and ſuffering a painful 
ignominious death : Onely to 
reach how to live, and how to 
die ; and what in both to ain 
at. Thy mercies, Lord, y- a- 

| ye 
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bove all thy works , and this a- 
ji bove all thy mercies. Who is 

hke thee, O Lord; among the 
gods ! who is like thee, ajmable 
1n Mercics ! Dreadful art thou, 
© Lord, 1n the rerrour of thy 
Judgments ; bur infinitely more 
amiable in che ſweetneſs of thy 


- Mercies. 


| I'V. 
Still let, us ſing the Mercies 
* of our God, and hold and ſhake 
alittle longer this ſweet key. 
When we alas! Jay buried 
"KF in the abyſs of nothing, his 
"© own free goodneſs firſt call'd 
us into being. He faſhion'd 
our Iimbs 1n our mothers 
womb , and filld our nyrſes 
breaſt with milk. He enlarg'd 
our little ſteps when we began 
to go, and carefully preſerv'd 
our helpleſs infancy : Comman- 
ding even his Angels to bear us 
in their hands, leſt we daſh our 
feet againſt a ſtone. 
V 


How many dangers have we” 
N hap - 
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happily eſcaped: atid nat one of 
chetn i erage rey by his 
Providence ! How many blef: 
fings do we daily receive, atid 
nor one of them but proceeds 
from his Bounty !' He provided 
Tutors to inſtruct” cur yourh, 
and plant in our tender minds 
the ſeeds of Virtue he 'ap- 

ointed Paſtors to feed: our 
Souls, and ſafely guide them in 
the way of bliſs. He ſealed his 
love with bleſſed Sacraments, 
to breed and nouriſh in us the 
life of Charity. 

VI. 

All this thou haſt done, 0 
merciful Lord ! the wiſe difpo- 
ſer-of Heaven and'Earth : All 
'this thou haſt done , and ſtill 
goeft on by infinite wzys to gain 
-us to thy love. Thou comman- 

deſt us to ask, 'and promiſes to 
grant; thou Inviteft us to ſeck, 
-and affureſt us to find. Tho 
vouchſafeſteventhy ſelf ro franc 
at the door ana knock ; no 
- we op:n, thou cntereft and fill 
2 | 6 
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our hearts with joy:Tf we forget 
rhee, rhou renew'ſt afteſhour 
memories ; 1f we fly from thee, 
chou ſtill findſt ſome means to 
recall us. Tf we defer our a- 
mendments,thou patiently ſtays 
for us3 and - when we return; 
thou opem'ſt thy arms roem- 
brace us. | 


VII. 
Surely, O my God! from all 
eternity thou haſt caſt thy gra- 
cicus Eye upon us: ſurely thy 
merciful hand has ſign'd our 
lot, and mark'd us out for thy 


everlaſting favours, We know 
thy way s are 1n the deep abyl(s, 
and none can ſound the bottom 
of thy Councels. Yer may we 
fafkely look on the flowing 
Streams, and gather this Com- 
tort from their gentle courſe. 
VIIL 
When we were not, thou 
frecly lov'dft us 3 thou wilt not. 
forſake us, now we ſirive to 
love thee. When we had loſt 
our way , thon ſoughr'ſt after 
F 2 us 3 
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us; thou wilt not refuſe us, 
now we ſeek after thee. Lord, 
all we have 1s deriv'd from thee; 
and all we expe& can come 
from none but thy elf. Accom- 
pliſh thine ewn bleſt purpoſe 
1m us, and finiſh theſe happy be- 
innings towards us; for our 
pes are great : thou haſt cho- 
ſen us to thy glory, ſince al- 
ready thou fo indly haſt dif- 
pos'd us by thy Grace. 
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The PRAYER: 


Ord, with what admirable 
Wiſdom doft thou govern the 
World ! thou mab'(t the poor, and 
appoints them theiy tasb of inno= 
cent work ; thou mak'(t the rich, 
and giv|t them leiſure for their 
better improvements; and both 
poor and rich, to nied and help 
one another : O give vs htavts to 
comply with this thy bleſſed de- 
fien ; that every one may ſirive 
jr—the good” of all. OneGod 
created us, one Saviour redeemed 
«5, one boly Spirit ſanftified us , 
that we all may live in love and 
unity, and mutual aſſiſtance one 
towards another, through Feſus 
Cyriſt our Lord, Ametl. 
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On the Cares of this Life. 


Pfal. 127. 3. It 3s but lot la- 
bour, that ye haſten to riſt up 
early, and ſo late take reſt, 
and eat. the bread of carefuk 

 xeſs.: for ſo he giveth his bt 

. towed ſleep. 


x | 
T 1s not fo much our ſloth 
undoes us , as imprudent 
choice in' applying our dilt- 
gence : Many, alas, take pains 
enough ; many perplex them- 
felves too much. - See how the 
bufte toylers of the World are 
chain'd perpetually like ſlaves 
ro their work. 
[T. 

How early they riſe, & go late 
to ſleep, and eat the bread of 
Care and Sorrow ! See how the 

hardy 
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hardy Souldiers follow their 


prince through a thauſant;dif- 


ficulries ro meet withidangers ! 
See how the ventrous Mariners 
expoſe their lives over ſtor- 
my Seas into: barbarohs Natt- 
ons! x | 
ITE. | 
And why allthis, poor -1ll- 
adviſed wretches! hurt to fetch, 
perhaps, a little Fiſh or Spice ? 
to gain a feiy Pence, or ſome 
petty | Honour 5; which others 
ofren ſhare 1n more -than your 
(elves, | x *y 
I 'V. | 
O bounteous Lord, how eafe 
are thy Commands {1 how cheap 
haſt thou made the purchaſe of 
Heaven * half this pains would 
fit us_ for thy Kingdom; half 
theſe ſufferings bring us to thy 
Glory, were they;devoutly un- 
dertaken for thee and the high- 
er enjoyments - of thy glorious 
Promiſes, 'T : nod 
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| Y. 
Thou b1dft us not freeze un- 
der the Polar ftar ,, nor burn mn 


. the heats of the Torrid Zone: 


But propoſeſt a ſweet and gen- 


tle rule, and ſuch as our nature} 


K ſelf would chuſe, did not our 
paſſions ſtrangely miſlead vs, 
and the world about us diſtra& 
cur reaſon. 

VI. 

Thou bidft us but wiſely lov: 
- —_— and attend above 
all things our own true Happ!- 
neſs. Thou bidſt us hes 
this world as much as 1t de- 
ferves; ſince *tis the School 
that breeds us up to the other ; 


_onely we are forbidden to be 


w1lful fools; and prefer a ſhor: 
vanity before ercrnal felicity. 
VILE 
O the mild government of 
the King of Heaven ! this we 
can do, whatever elſe we are 
doing : This we can do, even 
while we fit ſtill ; and onely 
move our thoughts m_ 
thee. 
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thee. Nay, then we beſt per- 
form thjs beſt of works; when 
all our powers are quiet in vice, 
Yet let not this thy facile ſweets 
neſs, deareſt Lord ! be abuſed 
by us toa wanton negle& : but 
make us love thee ſo much the 
more, as thou more diſcovereſt 
the exceſs of thy. love. Too 
often are we troubled about ma- 
ny things, when the trdelf ne- 
ceſſary 15 but one. 
VIIE 
We have here no permanent 


City, but are bound 1n queſt of 
Zernſalem above , the eternal 
manfion of bliſs. Jeſus came 
down to give us a glimpſe of 
it; and made his own life the 
Card ro dire us co It. 
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The PRAY ER 
God, whoſe delights ave to 
be with the children of 
men, when thy grace can prevaul 
with us to quit all other compa- 
#y,and retire to thee alone! grant, 
we humbly beſeech thee, - that thy 

idence, withdrawing tutry 
night a1 the world from their ſen- 
ſts, may efficaciouſly move us to 
clear our heads and bearts of all 
its diſtraftions ; and thy Holy 
Spirit, finding our minds haj- 
iy vacant, may fik them with 
afts of love and reverence and 
adoration of thee, as our onely 
God and all things, through ow 
Lord Feſus Chrift thy Son, who 
with thee .and the Holy Gboſt, 
liveth and reigneth one God, 
world without end, 'Amen, 


— 
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A PRAYER, 

Compos'd by an emi- 
nent Divine of the 
Church of Exg/and, 
for the Uſe of a per- 
ſon of Quality, du- 
bious 1m? her Opini- 
ON. 


'<0 Lord God of Trath ! Tham- 
bly beſtech thee to enligh- 
ten my mind by thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may diſcern the true way 
!o eternal Salvation, to free me 
from all prejudice and paſſion, 
fromeverycorrupt affeftionand in- 
tereſt that may either blind or fe- 
duce me jn myleavch aiter its, 
mabe me impartial in my inaizry 
aiter hyth, and ready whenever 
is is aifcovtre ©@ it, to recein't 
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It 311 the love of it, and to conti- 


uae ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion of it 
to the end of my days, 
9 : at 


T perfefily veſuen my ſelf,.0 


. Lord, to thy condutt and dive- 


ion, in Confidence that thy Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs is ſuch , that 
thou wilt not ſuffer thoſe who y- 
ly upon tby gwidance, and ſincere- 
ly deſere, to bnow the Truth, fi- 
nally to miſcarry: And if in any 
thing that cenPerns the true wor- 


[hip and Service of thee my God, 


and the everlaſting happineſs, I 
49) in any error aud miſtabe, I 
earneſily beg of thee not to take 
notice, but convince me of it .to 
reveal thy truth to me, and. to 
lead me in the way wherein thou 
wouldſl have me to go. 
IIE. 

But if by thy grace and mercy 
T am already brought into the 
way of tyuth, T beſeech thee to 
confirm and eſtabuih me in it 


more and moregto ſtttie my doubt- 


ing end wavtring mizd , and 
"= 
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to give me joy and peace 3n be- 
lieving 3 and always to preſerve 
in me a great Compaſſion, and 4 
ſincere Charity towards thoſe 
that are in. error and ignorance 
. of thy Truth ; and becauſe my 
bleſſed Saviour hath promiſed, 
that they that do his Will (hall 
hnow his Dottrine, grant, O 
Lord, that I may never knowing» 
ly offend thee in any thing, or ne- 
gleft to do what I know to be 
thy Will and my Duty. 
I'V 


Grant, O beavenly Father, 
theſe my moſt humble and hearty 
Requeſts, for his ſake who 1s the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, my 
bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer 
Teſus Chriſt, Amen. | 
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A private 
PRAYER 


Lord, uho inhbalzteſt Eter- 
nity, thou art exalted a- 


_ ove all principalities and pow- 


ers, Saints and Seraphims art 
gaviſbed with thy Glory, Angels 
and Archangels adore thy Great- 
neſs, Holineſs and Honour wait 
#ppn thy Throne ;, the Scepter of 
thy Kingdom - is an everlaſting 
Scepter , thou loveſi Rigbteouſ- 
eſs, and hateſt Iniquity ; and 
therefore they that come befor: 
thee, muſt worſhip thee in Fhivit 
and in truth, if they would bt 
either heard or received of thee: 
T confeſs I am not worthy to aj- 
pear in thy preſence, that can pre- 


ent unto thee no ;other Offering 
than a ſinjul and deformed Soul, 


which deſtrves no longer to bt 
accounted thine, baving loſt that 
purk 
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yg and tiheneſs which made 
1 8 d 

Il 


I am not worthy to recepue 


any more tenders of mercy, that 
bave ſq often defpis'd it, nor 40 
ſee what us the riches of thy Love, 
that have ſo unworthily preferred 
the trifles of this life, before the 
treaſures of thy Grace. Thou 
madſt it the end of my Creation, 
that I ſhould glorifie thee ; but 
T of all thy Creatures baue leaſt 
performed it, That time which 
I ſhould 'have employed in ador- 
ning and devoting my life to 
thy worſhip (wbich is my moſt ra- 
tional and veligious Service) 
have T ſacrificed to ſin aud the 
pleaſures of the worl 
ITL 


Thou art ſo infinitely good, 
that thou defore3Þ but unſeigned 
ſorrow ſor ſin to excuſe it 5 and 
Jet ſo miſtrable and deeply guilty 
an I,that IT cannot bring ſo much 
as an humble and a contrite _ 


on 


LA) 


tit to plead for my ſelf. 
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didft ſo love the world, that thou 


. ſenteft thy Son to die for it : But 


T have ſo loved the World, that 
T have deſpis'd Heaven and my 
Saviour , riifted the Holy One 
whom thou baſt ſent, and by ny 
unworthy life bave diſhonoured 
that bappy name whereby I an 
cated thine, and entitled to th 
Kingdom. 
V 


But theugh my ſins. cry aloud 
ſor puniſhment , yer the voice of 
thine ewn Mercy, and my Sari- | 
ours Blood, begs more powerſull 


' for pardon. O let bis ſufferings 


be my reconciliation z his puniſh- 
ment for ſin, my freedom from it; 
let the bitterneſs of thy wrath on 
him, be turned into the ſwertnt(s 
of thy loue to me; that his 
Craſs may be my Triumph, and 
the merits of his Paſſion the pur- 
chaſe of my Peace; and grant 
that having obtained merty, 1 
may walk accordingly, that bt- 
7ng bovght for Heaven, I may no 
more fil my ſelf to ſin, nor prefer 

4 
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4 few moments of Pleaſurt,before 
ax eternity of 2). 


Make me to conſider thoſe di- 
vinities that bind me to ſtroe 
t1ce, the infinite and abundant 
teftimonies of thy love which in- 
vites my gratitnde , and that 
hsppineſs which is the reward of 
them that ſeek thee. O let not 
the motidns of ſin be moreqpower- 
ful in me than the obligations of 
thy grace, nor the pleaſures of this 
life of more value to me than the 
| Joys'that are to come : but make 
m! to walk chearſully in that 
way which thou baſt ſet before 
me, that my temptations may but 
Trengthen me move, that neither 
the Croſſes, nor yet #he Pleaſures 
of this life may be able to dejeft, 
or drown my Pitty ; but in what 
cordition ſoever I am in, I may 
br ſtill found crown'd and tvi- 
umphing in _ 


O thou infinite goodneſs, teach 
me to adore thee with my whole 


bears 
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beart, and. to. conform my lift 
unto thy Law with 4 perfect can 
ſtancy. Make, me to conſider 
that exceeding weight of Glory, 
which thou baſt promiſed to thoſt 
that ſtrive to conquer the world 
for thy ſake. O let thoſe. Foys 
which are ſo much. above my 
thoughts, be fuer in them; lit 
my inability to comprehend tht; 
bappingſs of thy King dom,beightn 
the piety of my ambition after it 
more, that the greater thy gaod- 
neſs is, the greater may my deſire 
after it be; the greater thy low, 
the greater my obedience; and 
the leſſer my defeffs, the greatir 
my bumility. | ty, 


Make we to ſee the little uſt 
but the great vanity of thi 


- world, \ that ſo the pleaſures F it 


may not ſieal away my beart fron 
. the contemplation of a bitth ;} 
but that my life may be a perfutÞ 
and perpetual Sacrifice of obtdi- 
0 ence, ever pleaſing 1n thy eyes. 0 


let thy Service be ever moſt dt 


liekt-l 
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ot Blightful to me, that T may labour 


to improve my ſelf before thee, by 
ny inward and only defires after 
theez that whatever defefts at- 
tmd my ations,'this may be inſe- 
jrable in me, even towfear thy 
zame; that ſo leading 4. holy 
life here, I may lead a bappy and 
heavenly life hereafter 5 and be- 
ing fled with righteouſneſs, 1 
nay be filed with glory, and poſ- 
bs Foys wnfpeakable for tyer- 


"I more. 


A humiliatory PRAVER 


I. 
Lord, 1 proftrate . my ſelf 
bere before thee, in. all. b4- 
nility, depring thy Divine afſs- 
ſtance in the ſubduing.of thoſe E- 
5 1emies which daily aſſault me. 
Nl The flelp ruermore rebelieth 4- 
"| gainft the Ffirit in me, O. my 
God ; and the infirmities af my 


*© 2ature are too ſtrong. for me of 


my 


— 
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my ſelf to conquer. Behold bow 
my frailties fight againſt my ſoul, 
and have wounded me befor 
thee. 

O ſhalt my ſins be ſtronger tha 
thy grace,” and the erronrs of my 
Uſe more powerſyl than thy Law! 
the pious incenſe of a contfit! 
ſpirit is a ſacrifice thou doft nit 
uſually defpiſe ; and O that 
. Could exalt my ſulf in ſhow, and 
arop away my ſoul in tears ; that 
my iniquities could fy away in 


feghs, and the guilt of my life t 
Wip'd off in Riligious ſtreams, 


Pity my Irregularittes, 0 
Lord, and forgive my Crimes: 
how long ſhall I groan under tht 
bondage of fin, and weayy thtt 
too with the burden of my Corr 
ptions. Thou delighteſt to par- 
don fit, and fhall mine remain ? 
tbou deſireſt not the death of thy 
Creatures, and IT (hall be forſe 
ken ? I 8annot live without thtt, 
nor enjoy the comfort of "_ 

| ting 
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hting till thou revive me + *tis 


Iſhould be no more for ever, than 
wt 1egain and find thee. 
S & 4 
Return, O thou Comfort of my 
ſoul, and fill me with thy love : 
?B7urge the ſtains, dnd waſh away 
the blemiſhes of my life. By thine 
"wn blood, renew and quicken 
ny Pirit with the Foys of thine : 
mitifie my Will with a pleaſing 
obedience unto thine ; let the me- 
its of my Saviours Rigbteoufurſs 
wautifie my ſoul, cloathing me 
with Innocence and Punity of 
Keart here, and everlafting Im- 
mortality in thy Kingdom heres 
(Weſter. 


a 9g n—__ —_— 
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A Thankggiving. 


Moſt great and glorious 
Lord God, what ſhall I 
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mercies ? there hath nor a'mo- 
ment of my life paſt by, with 
our being made happy to me by 
fome token of thy love. Thon 
didſt purifie my+birch by Ba 

tiſm 3 T was no ſooner come 

to the world, but thou did 
fea} me for Heaven, taking a 
way the guilt, which no Inno- 
cency bur that of Jeſus could 
conceal or pardon, and abolrf 
1ng thoſe Charatters of Sin and 
Death, which were fo inſeps- 
Tably imprinted on my narine | 
that no Law, but that of th 
Spirit, could wype away. 

FI 


And having brought me inte 
the boſom of thine own Spouſe 
and plac'd me among thy Chil 
dren, haſt led me with continu 
al mercies*and means of Graceſ ; 
that T might ſee there hath beer 
nodefe& in thy goodneſs bu} 
my acknowledgments ; . nor 1! 
thy promiſes, bur my peffot 
mances. And tndced, my God 
1 catinot look upon theſe Obl 

| gations 
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gxions , , without horrer for 


th my Ingratitude, nor remember 


theſe precious teſtimonies of 
thy love, without a religious, 
confuſion of Sonl for my grear- 


mel neglett and forgetfulneſs of 


thee. 
ITE. 
Nor can Tp!cad an excuſe jn 


udy the weakneſs of nature onely ; 


for thoſe fins I have been roo 
il willing a commitrer of. And 


paſſ yer, my.God, behold how thou 


haſt loved me, ſending thy Son 
© to reconcile me to thy felf, that 
I mght find - acceſs unto thy 
Throne, and inherit the Joys 
of thy Kingdom. Behold how 
thou haft loved me, in reprie- 
ving me from that wrath may 
ſs have long ago deſepyed:; 
and as 'if thou didſt nor, or 
wouldſt not rake notice, . haſt 


bu made me an objeR of thy Care, 


and an example of thy love, a- 
FL bounding 1n perperual diſpen- 
TY ſations of mercy to may Soul. . 


A 
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| 46 grant thy wiſe grace, 
JD that governs all our day; 
And to the night aſſigns its place} 
fo reſt us in our way. 
IE « (pair, 
If works the laboxring bands in- 
vr thoughts the ſiudious mind, 
Both are conſider d by thy cart, 
both fit —_— find. 
I Il. 
Fit to relieve they preſent ſtaty, 
fit to prepare the next, 
While we are taught to meditate 
this plain and uſeful Text. 
| I'V 


As every night lays dawn our head, 
and morning ope's our eyes, 
So ſhpll the duſt be once our bed; 

and ſo we bope to riſe. 


To rife e+- ſte that beauteous light 
ſpring from thoſe eyes of thin, 

Not to be chebt by any night, 
but clear for ever ſhine; 
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The F ourth Part. 


MEDpiTATION Lb. 


The cleanfing of the Heart. 


Pal. 51. 10. Create in me & 
clean Heart, © God, and rt» 
atw 4 right qo within me. 


Ome No us now again 
(pe our Hearts, and 

y. offer up this 

our 4 hub te us clear our 
heads of all other thoughts 

that fill us at beſt wich no ing 

bur emprineſsz let us. remem- 

O 2 ber 
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ber our God 1s a. pure Spirit, 
and delights to dwell in a clean 
Tabernacle : he will not enter 
a Soul that's ſubje& to fin, nor 
ſtay where he finds his Grace 
neglefted. If he vouchſafes 
us the bleſſing of a Viſit; 0 
how heavenly ſweet and ravi- 
ſhing is his Preſence ! let us 0- 
pen wide our boſomes to re- 
ceive him, and ſummon all our 

owers to come and entertain 


um. 


II. | 
Come my Underſtanding, 


and bring all thou know'ſt, all 
that enlightens thee 1n the way 
to Felicity. Come, my Will, 
and call 1 all thy Loves, and 
contra them all intro one, and 
ſettle 1r here for-ever. Come, 
my Memory,with all thy ſwarm 
of Notions, and forget them all 
bur what concerns thy Eternity. 
Come , my whole Soul, w! 

theſe thy faculties abont thee, 
and proſtrate and adore the E- 


ternal God, behold, he is now 
with 
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with us , and fits in our Hearts 
as on his Throne , to receive 
our Petitions , and give us his 
Bleſſings : he never will for- 
ſake us if we chaſe him not a- 
way; . but. guide and comfort 
us with his Holy - Inſpiratt- 


ONS. 
ITI. 

| Come then, and with devou- 
teſt reverence atrend and hear 
what the Lord our God will fay. 
He leads us thus into retire- 
ment and filence, and there fa- 
miltarly ſpeaks to our hearts. 
Tell me, O you defign'd for 
everlaſting happineſs! tell me 
now freely , for none ſhall 1n- 
terrupt us, what do you' chiefly 
delight ro think on, TY what 
do' yo aim at in all thoſe 
thoughts ?. . Confider. well the 
Queſtion I propoſe 3 and whert 
you have examined your ſelves, 


give me your anſwer. 


TV... 
O thou. our merciful, though 
offended God ! behold thus 
O 3 low 
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low we bow our guilty heads, 
bluſhing for ok, to ſee out 
folly z and fo much the more, 
becauſe we ſee our duty. Ha 
py were we , could we fhll 
thinking on thee, and raiſe all 
thoſe thoughts into defires tv 
be with thee. Happy were we 
could we always feel thoſe fer- 
vors, of which fomerimes thou 
inſpireſt a little ſpark, Oh 
were that ſpark kindled 1hto a 
fire; and that fire blown up in- 
ro 2 continual flame! Bnet we, 
alas, are hot and cold by fits 
and, which 1s worſe , onr cold 
fit is the longer. * 198 
V 


: _ few half __ we 
nd 1n Prayer, and maty 
Whole days in Talenek and V4- 
nity : Sometimes we beffow 1 
lietle on the poor , ' and ofteh 
throw a great deal'on our pil 
flons: ſomerimes we deny and 
mortifte our ſelves; but far 
more ofterr ohey our ſenſual 
appetites : ſometimes Bw are 

rawn 
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drawn by thy Grace to do one 
good work , but ſeduc'd by our 
Nature to a thouſand Iniquities, 
Thus we confeſs to thee ,  O 
Lord our God , who perfedtly 
ſceſt every corner of our hearts; 
thas we confeſs to thee, not 
that thou mayft know 'us . but 
that we may know vur ſelves, 
and thou may'ſt cure us. 
\'g | 

Cure ns, O thou great Phyfr» 
clan of our Souls! cure us of 
all our ſmful diftempers ; cure 
us of this aguiſh intermitting 
Piety 3 and fix 1t into an even 
and conſtans Holineſs, O make 
us uſe Religion as our regulay 
Diet, and not onely as a ſingle 
Medicine in a preſſing neceſfi- 


ty. Make us enter into a courſe 


of hearty repentance, and pra- 
Rice Vertue as our daily execr- 
ciſe, fo ſhall our Souls be,en- 
du'd with a perfe& Hzalth, and 
diſpoſed for a: long, even ever- 


laſting Life. 
.,- O04 VIE 
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VIL 

Now we have begun, permit 
us,mighty Lord ! to ſpeak once 
more who are but duſt and a- 
ſhes; let us go on and confeſs 
to thee 3; and open before thee 
all our miferies. Such an oc- 
 cafion often endangers us, ſuch 
a tentation too often overeomes 
us. Onr own Infirmities are 
too ſtrong for us, and our lll 
Cuſtoms prevail againſt us. E- 
very day we reſolve... to amend, 
and every day we break our re- 
ſolutions. Have mercy on us, 
© God of infimte Compaſſion ! 
Have mercy on us, O thou Com- 
forter of afflifed Minds ! have 
mercy on us, and pardon what 
'15 paſt; have mercy on us, and 
prevent whar 15 to come. 

| VTII. 

Whene're thou ſceft us un- 
"happily engag'd , and blindly 
running on In the ways of 
death, O ſend thy heavenly 
Grace to check our deſperate 
ſpeed, and make us ſtay a 

0 
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look before us. © Shew us the 
horrid  downfal tnto that bot- 
tomle(s Pir , where 1mpenitent 
ſinners are ſwallowed: up for e- 
yer. Strike our regardleſs 
Souls with fear and trembling, 
at the dreadful fight of ſo fad a 
Ruine' : then turn'our eyes, and 
kindly ſet before them*the beau- 
teous proſpe&@ of a pious Life : 
make us look long and ſtedd1! 

upon 1t, make us look though 
and: ſee beyond it 3 make us 
delight in the hope 1t enjoys 3 
but _1ncomparably more in the 
joy it hopes: a joy which none 
bur thy ſelf can give ; none. bur 
thy ſelf can make capable to're- 
cclve.. ;+ If ' 

| I X. 

Give us, O gracious. Lord, 
thou free beginner, and perfet 
tiniſher of all vertuous actions : 
give us a right ſpirit to gutde 
our intentions, that we may d1- 
realy atm at our true end. 
Give us a Holy Spirit ro fandtt- 
fic our affe&ions, that whar we 

O5 right- * 
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rightly defign we may pi 
purſue : give 'us' an 
Spirit to confirm our Hearts, 
chat what we ptouſly endea- 
vour, we may couragioully ar- 
chieve, fuffer not the fleſhto 
deceive us 'any more, bur for- 
rifie our Spirit againft all 1t af- 
faults. *- | 
X 


If the Fleſh grow bold , and 
inſotently demand , how-can 
you live without thoſe hberries? 
Let the Spirit anſwer , their 


followers are ſlaves, and: the 
ſervice of God 15:the onely trac 
freedom. Ifthe Fleſh 
What joy in ſuffering 111s,' or 
* doing contrary to our inclim- 
tions? Ler the Spirit reply, 
That txe- Croſs of Chriſt i 
ſweer, and nothing fo g!orions 
as 'the Conqueſt of our ſelves. 
If 'the Fleſh infift, Whar do 
you ſee or hear. or exerciſe any 
ſence jn, bur the rhings of rhis 
world ? Let the Spirit imme- 
diarely enter this proteſt, and 
x may 
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may every experienc'd ' Soul 
ſubſcribe the/ Truth! I ſee its 
Vanity, and feel irs Vexation, 
and meet in every thing its 
falſenefs and danger. By 5 
XE 

Away then Fleſh and Bloud, 
away deceitful World'z you 
cannorenter tmto the Kingdom 
of Heaven. \'You were crea» 
ted onely to ſerve us tn the 
way, and fer us down atour 
journeys. end. Away with all 
your fond deluding Dreams; 
be baniſhr for ever from our 
awakened Souls. , Come thou 
to us, bleſt Spirit of Faith ! 
and govern our Lives by thy 
holy Maxims. Subdue our fenee 
to the ditates of Reaſon ,. and 
perfe&t our Reaſon with the 
myſteries of thy Grace. Teach 
us to love and fear what we ſee 
not now , as at too great a d1- 
ſtance :for our ſhort ſight; bur 
what we are ſure will hereafter 
be our blifs or miſery for ever. 


The 
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of cleavfing the Heart. 


The PRAYER. 


ery 
yo be thy Holy .Namt, 
who divideſt thy Gifts to 
every one as thou pleaſeſt, and 
' workeſt all in all! In thee our 
Sorrows have'a. Comforter to al- 
-fay them, and our - ins an Ad- 
vocate to plead for them : in 
"thee ony. Tgnorances have 2 
Guide to' direct them , and. out 
Frailties a Confirmer to ſtrength- 
en them, and all our ants, 4 
God to relieve them. 
IT + 
Hear, we beſiech thee , the 
_ Prayers of: thy Servants, and 
merciſully. grant us: the perpetual 
aſſiſtance of zþy Grace , that we 
never be deceived: by any fallt 
© Spirit, nov overcome by the vici- 
ous ſuggeſtions of Fleſh and 
* Bloud ; but in a# our Doubts, 
he direfitd into the way of Truth, 
& in all our Aftions guided by thy 
. Holy Spirit, who with thee _ 
my 
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thy eternal Son, lives and reigns 
oe God, World without end. A- 
men. 


———— 
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Pſal. 69. 5. O God, thou knoweſt 
my F oolifhneſ; , and my Sins 
are not hid from thee. 


(oe God, A xd 
ingrateful are we! how 
ſtrangely inſenſfible of our ma- 
nifeſt duty! every creature 
hears thy Voice but we ; - every 
thing lives by Rule but we. The 
| Sun obſerves his conſtant riſing, 
and ſers exactly 'at his appoin- 
ted time, The Sun ſtands ſtill 
1fchou' commandeſt, .and even 
goes back to obey thy Will : 
and yet the Sun pretends no 
reward, nor looks to be placed 
in 


* 
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Ma higher Heaven. We who 
expett thoſe glorious Promiſes, 
and atm no lower than the Hea- 
ven of Heavens. 

II. 

Shall we forget the Law of 
our God, that onely inſtructs 
us to perfe& our ſelves? We 
who are bought by the Bloud 
of Jeſus, and freely redeemed 
by his ſacred Croſs. Shall we 
'negle& fo gracious a Saviour, 
whoſe onely defign ts to draw 
us to his Love ? Shall we ne- 
glet ſo generous a love, whoſe 
—_ & —_—_— 
py? thy Holy WyHl, 
dear yr br Ah Rille, and 
thy gracious Hand our onely 
_ Guide. O may thy infinite 
Goodneſs engage us to love 
thee, and thy bleſſed Love pre- 
Pare us to ay _ 

Whar did I ay, O:Lord my 
God ? We guide not our Lives 
by thy ftrezght Rules : 1t was 
roo mild and gentle a _—_ 

or 
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for us*who quite contradit th 
Laws, ' What thou forbid 
we eagerly purſue, and what 
thou commandeſt 'our froward- 
neſs \HIF reſiſt. We boldly 
converſe with Temptation and 
Sin, which thy Chatiry adviſes 
us to fly like Deach : we timo- 
roufly fear a'lof or frown, 
where thou biddeſt us proceed 
with undaunted Courage :, We 
govern our Aﬀions by our own 
wild Fancies, and expe& th 
'Providenee ſhould comply wi 
our Humours , we would have 
thee relieve us when we ht, 
_ rain and ſhine as we think 

by 75 | | 
FV. 

Pardon, O pracious Lord , 
this rude perverſneſs , and fa- 
ſhion our Spiyits to ſubmit to 
thee : make us exadly obſerve 
what thou preſcribeſt, how bit- 
ter ſoever it taſtes to our ſence : 
we are-ſure thy Wiſdom knows 
our Infirmiries 3- we are fure 
thy Goodneſs delights in = 

e- 
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Relief: little, thou knoweſt,,0 
-Lord, 1s the good we do ,--and 
.every . grain. is derived. from 
thee : great, we confeſs, are the 
.Eyils we commit, and all to be 
charg'd entirely on our -ſclves : 
thou art, O Lord; all goodneſs 
.and patience, and we, alas, all 
{in and diſobedience. 


_ \ 

» /, Tell me, my Soul, when firſt 

thou haſt well examin'd-the in- 
numerable circumſtances. that 
concern thy ſtate: tell me, and 


ler not Pride deny the truth, 

nor any- thing divert thy free 

Confeſſion. Could we have 

ſav'd ,our ſelves from any day- 

gerous temptations , unleſs our 

_ God had | gyms, ſuſtained 
V 


. us 2 Could we have carried on 
any pious purpoſe, - unleſs | his 
* hand had bleſt our endeavours? 
No, to thy {«clf, O Lord, give all 

- the praiſe, if thy Creatures have 
perform'd the leaſt good work: 
give to thy ſelf all the Glory, 
0 
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O Lord, if they have not :com- 
mitted the worſt of fins. 
' VI. 

. Thy hand alone direds us 
to do well ; and the ſame bleſt 
hand reſtrains us from ill. Tis 
not in us to eſteem thoſe un- 
ſeen joys , and deſpiſe the flat- 
teries of this deceitful world : 
'tis not the work of corrupted 
nature to mortifie our ſences, 
and patietitly bear the Croſles 
we meet: of our ſelves we are 
inclin'd to none of theſe, but 
the Grace of God enables us 
to all. Grace gives us ſtrength 
to overcome our Paſſipns , and 
the World and the ' Fleſh ſhall 
be ſubje& to us, Grace gives 
us Faith to fortifie our Reaſon, 
and Heaven it (elf ſhall be con- 
quer'd by us. i \ 

VII. 

"Twas nor alone to make the 
day , that thou, O Lord, didft 
make the Sun, bur to teach us 
theſe pious Leſſons , 'and write | 
them -plain as 1ts own _— 4 

| ) 
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fo ſhould: our light ſhine forth 
to others, and fo our charity 
warm their coldneſs : ſo when 
they fay we are under a Cloud, 
we ſhould, like the Sun, be 
really above it: and though 
we appear ſometimes eclyps'd, 
or even extinguiſh'd in a night 
of Sorrow ; ſtill we ſhould ſhine 
to our ſelves and thee, and till 
go on 1n the ways of lighy. 

| VIIE 2 
 Stull, like the regular Sun, 


—_— expect the ap- 
pointed periods of brighr and 
dark : onely in. this we gladly 
diſagree ; and bleſt be our God 
who made the difference , not 
hke the Sun that every night 
goes down, and muſt at laſt be 

tte put out 2 when we have 

niſhr here our courſe, and 
ſeem to ſet ta this dark Earth, 
we hope to riſe and ſer no 
more 3 bur ſhine perpetually in 
2 brighter Heaven. Repent 
now , my Soul , for the evils 
thou haft done, and __ yl 
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God forthe 
ceived. 


'$ +4 who art ever pre- 
ſent to all that thou haſt 
nade, ſtill watching to improve 
1 as we grow fit for greatey 
bounty. Keep, we bumbly beſtech 
thee, aur eyes continually fixt on 
thine over u';.at once Yy 
eheching onr inclination to folly ; 
and tenderly tnconraging our 
purſuit of trut goods Mabe us 
always feel onr ſelves under thy 


ſure Proteffion in our Dangtrs, 


and within free reach of thy 
gracious Eav ; for whatever real 
Good wr faithfully asþ, and ufc 
our juſt endexybnrs, aqrording to 
thy Diſcipline, to attain though 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son, 
who with - thee and the Holy 
Gboft lives and reigns one God 
world without end. Ame. 


Mrvt1- 


—_ 
s * 
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Col. 2. 3. In whom are bid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge.. | 


T TE 15 our great and ſove- 
raign Lord , the abſolute 
King of Heaven and Earth ; he 
' ſees at once the whole frame of 
all things , and thoxowly com- 
prehends their various Natures: 
to every creature, he:appoints a 
fir.Office, and guides all their 
niorions 1n perfett order, till he 
has wrought his glorious defign, 
to finuh the World in a bean- 
tcoys cloſe : -all- theſe. he gv- 
verns. with infinite 'Wiſdom, 
and all for the: good .of them 
that love him :. his: Councils 
are deep, and beyond our 
.reach; bur all his ways are a 
| an 
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and merciful , he governs his 
Enemies with a rod of Iron, 
and puniſhes their wilfulneſs 
with erernal . Miſeries : but his 
Servants he bleſſes with the 
priviledge of Children , and 
provides - for-- their duty a rich 
inheritance, 

II. 


Ler them negle thy Praiſes, 
0 Lord, who never conſider 
thy mercies 3 let them be filent 
to chee, O gracious God, whoſe 
mouths are-full 'of themſelves ; 
but as for-us ; who ſubſiſt by 
thy Gifts , and thankfully ac- 
knowledge the riches of thy 
Goodneſs: our ' hearts ſhall 
continually meditate vn thee, 
and our lips delight to ſing thy 
Glory. 'Bleſled for ever be thy 
Name, O- Jeſu, and bleffed. be 
the (weerneſs of thy Wiſdom, 
whoſe infinite Charity has 
vouchſafed ' our Earth ſuch ex- 
cellent Rules to guide jt to 
Heaven, 
nl, 
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Thou —_ that 

Skill of our lives by a 
generous loſing them to follow 
thee : thou taughr'li us to love 
. our true ſelves beſt, by wiſely 
hating our miſtaken ſelves ; 
thou raughr'ſt ns to trample this 
world under our feet, and uſe it 
as a ſiep to climb up to the 
neXt : from thee we learn thoſe 
glorious miſteries that exalt our 
Faith ſo high above Reaſon; 
Som thee we derive thoſe he- 
roick Councils that- raiſe our 
Souls ſo far above Nature: from 
thee alone, and from thy School 
of Grace, all we know we learn, 

and all we do oy receive. 

V. | 

How long, alas, might we 
haye wandred here in the midſt 
of darkneſs and errour , had 
pot thy love and pity , -O mer 
ciful Lord, brought down thy 
very ſelf ro become our light ! 
Never ſhould we elſe have lear- 
ned to deny our ſelves,and take 
up 


vant, mp cy © 


a = © ms 


Cs 


"wo >» 4X a0 *< 


Fr > <> 


%. 5 0 > 


SS 5 59 


S i- Da 


Of the Divine Wiſdom. 349 
up our Crok and' follow thee 5 
Never ſhould we have known 
that great ſecrer of Peace, ro 
forgive our Enemies, and to do 
good to thoſe who deſpitefully 
uſe us: on the unſatisfying 
things of this low Earth, ſhould 
we have blindly fer our whole 
affeions ? 

V 


Hadft thou not told us of the 
Kingdom of Heaven , and bid 
us lay up our Treaſures there : 
ng rep = _ us 10 
fear thy Wrath, by declaring 
the miſeries that attend our 
fms : __ thou — us 
to obey thy commands, 
rokagihs felicirics of a km 
life : what haft thou promiſed, 
gracious Lord, to the meck and 
poor 1n Spirit 3 what haſt thou 
promiſed to them thar mourn, , 
and to thoſe thar hunger and 
thirſt after Holinefs ! How ma- 
ny joys has thy bounty prepar'd 


| for the lovers of mercy 


the makers of Peace ! How mz« 
ny 
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ny bleſſings for the pure of 


Heart, and thoſe who with pa- 
tience bear their-Croſles ! 


| bh #: 

O thou all-ſeeing Wiſdom of 
the Eternal Father, and Sove- 
raign King of Men and Angels! 
who from thy glorious Throne 
did'ſt deſcend on our Earth, 
famjliarly te teach us the Ora- 
cles of Heaven! write thou 
theſe ſacred Words 1n the Tx 
bles of our Hearts, and ſuffer 
not at any time our paſſions to 
break them : make us full 
ſtudy thee our heavenly Maſter, 
and continually admire the 
beauty of thy Law; a Law that 
ſo clearly fhews us our end, and 
ſo plenteouſly furniſhes means 
to obtain it. A Law that 


to true Reaſon, and ſo highly 
2aive of Humane Nature; 

a bleſſed Law, that makes even 
here our life more __— 
cad 
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leads us hereafter to everlaſting 
fclicity« 
VII. * . 

Never will we ccaſe to exalr 
thy Goodneſs,  O Jeſu, fince 
thou never ceaſeſt to oblige us 
with new Bleſſings; thy gene- 
rous Charity could nor rhus be 
farisfied, to have only ſpoken to 
us the words of life : *rwas not 
enough for thy exceſſive love, 
that thy Heavenly Sermons told 
us our duty 3 but thou muſt 
urge and proyoke our Obedi- 
ence, by thy ſweet inforcemenr 
of thine own example. Thou 
forbad'ſt thy followers to affe&t 
ſuperflutties, and thine own 
proviſion wgs a few Barley- 
loaves : thou commandeſt the 
Rich ro give Alms with chear- 
fulneſs ; and beſtoweſt on the 
pooreſt wretch even thy prect- 
ous Self. 

VIII. 

Thou bidſt us not fear thety 
that kill the body,and yicldſt up 
thine own to the death on the 

P Croli5 ; 
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Croſs: Thou enjoyn'ſt us to 
love our fierceſt enemies, & thy 
dying breath prayed for thy 
Crucifiers. * Thy pefe&t Soul 
needed not, as our weak Na- 
tures, thoſe methodical forms 
and diſcipline of Religion ; yet 
thou vouchſafeit to obſerve the 
common feaſts; and aſhiſt at the 
publick office of the Temple ; 
to watch, and pray, and faſt, ſl 
with ſo fervent a Zeal, that thy 
Practice. out - did thine own 
Precepts. This life, and even 
death ir (elf, our merciful Lord 
undertook , to mark our for vs 
rhe way to Heaven, to beat i: 
plain by his own ſacred ſteps, 
and render our paſſage thither 
eaſie and ſecure. 


Shall we not then, O my 
Soul , rejoycingly follow that 
Path, which we ſee our Saviour 
trod before us ? Which we ler, 
though ſpread all o're with 
« thorns, yer carried him dirett- 
_ Iyto the glories of Parade 

Sha! 
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Shall we not confidently rely on 
ſo gracious a Leader, who pro- 
miles, if we faint, ro look back 
and relieve us ? Odeareſt Lord, 
bow dawn thy merciful eyes, 
and pity the frailties of our un- 
perfet Nature : reach forth 
thy hand, and ſtrengthen us 
with thy Grace , that nothing 
divert our advance towards 
' thee : but in this dangerous 
Labyrinth of the World, and 
the whole courſe of our Pilgri- 
mage here, thy Heavenly dt- 
Rates maybe our Map, and thy 
Holy Life our Guide. All my 
life long will I praiſe thee, O 
God , and lift up my hands to 
thy Holy Throne. 


The PRAYER. 
'< Eternal God, whoſe wiſe | 


Government reſerves Eter- 
nal Foys for thoſe who obſeruing 
thy right diſcipline of Love, mor- 
tifie their Aﬀettions bere to all 
things but thie, and eternal. 

P 2 briefs 
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griefs for ſuch, as niglefing t 
9 of Reafon. indulge rain Fas 
to their Paſſions! Grant, we 
bumbly beſeech thee, that thy 
gracious acquainting us with 
this indiſpenſsble Order and End 
of thy Providence , may conti- 
wrally fway our choice to leave 
the broad and flattering Road 
of preſent Eaſe , leading to 
Death, and preſs veſolutely for- ' 
wards in the r0ngeb and narrow 
 #avh which leads to true Life, 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
thy Son, and our Saviorr and 
Redtemer. ' Amen. 


_— 


Mzpitartion IV, 
On our Paſſions. 


1 Pet. 2. 9. The Lord knoweth 
how to deliver the Godly 
out of Temptations, and ts 
reſerve the Unuft unto the 
bet: of Fudgment to be puni- 

ed. 


qi are niſerab toffed 
up and down, who float 
on the waves of their own Paſ- 
ſions : their wearied Souls ſoon 
. faint within them , when 
ſce the Lord has withdrawn his 
preſence z they ſeek him, but 
cannot find him z they call, but 
he gives them no anſwer. O 
Mill feek on, ſtill 'call on your 
God, for his mercy will ſarely 
awake atlaſt. Though he ſome- 
times may ſlumber for a while, 
= ? . . © 
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to try your duty, or puniſh your 
diſobedience ; though he may 
ſuffer a while the fury of the 
rempeſt,to ſhew you your hope- 
leſs ſtate, 1f left to your ſelves ; 
yet be aſfurcd he'll hear your 
| Prayers at laſt ; he'll not per. 
mir you to periſh ſor ever. 
; I! 


And now, when all their 
fears were grown to the height, 
and no means appear'd to ſu- 
ſtain their patience , when the 
proud waves beat violently a- 

ainſt them, and covered their 

ittle Veſſe} with deſpair and 

rutne ; behold, his bleſſed voice 
commands a Catm, and 1mme- - 
dtately the Sea and Winds obey 
him : immediately his Sun a- - 
riſes 1n their hearts , and with 
1s gentle beams revives their 
hopes : then is their darkneſs 
eurn'd into light, and the 
Clouds diſperſt into a bright, 
day: then they recolle& their 
thoughts , and range 

them again in their ancient or- 
der. Ht. 
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_ - TIT. 

- Ofrent they look back on the 
dangers - they have eſcaped ; 
and as -ofren bleſs the mercy 
tharF deliver'd them. Often 
they” look forwards on the 
courſe they are going , and as 
often ſing with Joy for their 
happy change. . Welcome a- 
gain the eafie Yoke of Chriſt, 
and the light burthen of lo- 
ving our Saviour. Welcome 
the holy Offices of ſiveet Devo- 
tion, and that Soul-jnflaming 
filene Prayer : now we diſcern 
this beauteous truth, (and O 
may we print it deeply 1n our 
minds) that the pleaſures of 
vertue are pure and conſtanr, 
and infinite bleſſings atrend ro 
reward it ; but the purſuit of 
Vice is troubleſome and  in- 
tricate, and finiſhes  1ts courſe 
1n arrabyſs of miſery. 


Pity , O Lord, thou raiſer of 
them that fall,” and ſole ſuſta1- 

ner of them that ſtand ! pity 
| P 4 thy 


- 
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thy Childrens weakneſs who 
look up to thee and dearly 
know” we'are nothing tn out 
ſelves: tet ns not loſe this un- 
happy experience z burgeach 
vs wviſdom from our owmil- 
cat: iape : teach us to obſeryec 
where our errour was, and for- 
tiffe our: ſelves | againſt that de- 
fe&; to ſuppreſs our tentations 
In their firſt approach , when 
their power 1s weak , and our 
choice in full-ſtrength ; to re- 
member how formerly their 
flatteries have abuſed us, and, 
when they counterfeit again, be 
no more deccrved. 
V; 

Never'to look on the face of 
Pleaſures. as they come dre 
up and ſmiling towards ws 3 
bur' always refftet how ſadly 
they po off, and leaye norhing 
Behind + but their venomous 
ſing ; ſoſhall we gain the beft 
of Victorics, while we maſter 
our on. corrtpt Tnclinatfons : 
ſo ſhall we be. honoured 5 | 
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the nobleſt of triumphs , while 
our conquer'd [Paſſions draw us 
up. into Heaven. Thou art, O 
Lord, the onely Anchor of our 
Hope, fave us, O Jeſu, or elfe 
we _— : all our lots are 1n 
thy hands, and all our ſafety m 
the aſſiſtance of thy Grace. 


VE 

Lord, as thy all-wiſe Provi- 
dence ſeems to ſleep ſomerimes, 
and permit the ſtorm to grow 
high and loud, yet never faileſt 
to relieve thy ſervants, who 
faithfully call on thee in their 
day of trouble : ſo let thy fa- 
vourable hand ſtill bear us up, 
when thou ſeeſt us charg'd with 
any ſtrong aſſault, Leave us 
not-then ro our own infirm1- 
ties, left the Enemy of our 
Souls prevail againſt us : for- 
fake not our miſery when-we 
are fallen, leſt we lie for ever 
groveling on the Earth : ſuffer 
not our frailties to become @ 
cuſtom, leſt we die impenitent, 
and periſh _—_ recovery- 

& > 


Yet 
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VITI.._ 

Deliver us, O Lord, from 
the occaſions of ſin, and the im- 
portunities of ſuch as delight in 
folly : deliver us from the ſnare 
of inticing company-, and the 
dangerous infe&1on of 11! ex- 
ample ; infe&tion that ſpreads 
in every place its poiſonous air, 
and where-e're 1t enters, cor- 
rupts and kilk. Once more, 
my Soul, tet us repeat this Pray- 
er, and humbly 1mplore again 


ſo neceſſary a bleſſing. Deli- 
| yer us, O Lord, from the occe- 
ſions of fin, and the importuni- 
ries. of ſuch as delight 1n Fot- 


ty. 


VIEE 

Ser a ſtri& watch continual- 
ly over our eyes, and diligently 
keep the door of our lips. Go- 
vern all our ſences, that they 
feduce not our minds , and or- 
der every motion of our heart 
and fancy. Perfett, O dear 
Redeemer, the work thou haſt 
begun; and make even our 
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Paſſions ſervants of thy Grace* 
Change our rude anger to a (c- 
verity againſt our ſelves, anda 
prudent zeal for others : con- 
vert our fear into a.timoroul- 


re 

16 | neſs to offend, and an awful re- 
x- | verence of thy ſacred name : let 
1; 8 all our affeRions be turn'd into 


- chariry, that our hearts may de- 
fire nothing but thee, whom we 
;nay ſafely love with our whole 
Frength, whoſe Heaven we 
may cover, and fear no excel; 

I X. 

O thou, whoſe — 
is the joy of Angels, anfve- 
raien Happineſs of all thy 
Saints ! Oh thar our Souls could 
love thee withour l1mits,as thou 
artin thy felf infinitely amia« 
ble ! That we eould fix all our 
thoughts on thee, and never 
take them. off from the mcmo- 
ry of thy ſweetneſs! Ar leaſt, 

* O thou Fountain of eternal 

Bounty , - that flows fo freely 
with -perpertual bleſſings ! ler 
cvery day we receive of _ 
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{ill ſet apart ſome. portion of 
it (elf, ferzouſly ro meditate thi 
infinite mercies , and heartily 
rejoyce. in thy g'orious Re- 
wards: Mercics that ,gtve us al 
we have, and Rewards thatre. 
ſerve for us all we can with _ 


The PRAYER. 


Oo God, whaſe infinite Mercy 
has vauchſaſed us the migh- 
ty reſcue of thy onely Son , from 
deſperate rebellion of our Paſ- 
ſons, which utterly confound the 
GoMBment and. Peace of out 
Souls! Grant, we humbly beſeech 
thee, that our experience of the 
mFiiſerable effets of yielding to 
their Allurements , may make us 
Warier in obſerugng, and ſtuerer 
31 repreſſing their firſt motions 5 
and thy Grace ſo ſtrongly fortifie 
15 againſt all thiir furious and 
repeated aſſaults, that Reaſon 
$9 more and more recaver its. 
ae force, tnd calmly joyn with 
Fatty, to ſteure gnd exalt in our 
33 Reap hearty 


- 
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hearts the bliſsful Throne of thy 

Charity , through the ſame onv. 
Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son, and 
our Saviour and Redeemer. A- 
men. : 


_ 


MEGiTATION YV, 
On the Fall of Man. 


Rom. s. 12. Wherefore , as by 
one. man ſin entred into the 
world, and death by fin; and 
fo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all (cy 


'S 7 Nhappy Fo ar fi;ſt cre- 

ated juſt, as every work 
comes fair from the Hands of 
God; at firſt endowed with 
Dointnton over the Earth; 
and , which was more, with 
Dominion over thy ſelf; at firſt, 
not onely made 4ole Lord: of 
Paradife, but Herr Apparent % 
me 


” 
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the Heaven of Heavens: All 
this thou loſt by one raſh 4&, 
diſobeying the Law of thy wiſe 
Creator ; all this, alas; we loſt 
by thy tranſgreſſion, which 
bought in fin and death, and 
univerſal miſery. 
IH 
Onr bodies were deprav'd by 
thy diſtemper , and our Souls 
made fit for ſuch depraved 
bodies :* Our Sences quickly re- 
belFd againſt Reaſon, and both 
rogether conſpir'd againſt 
Grace : Dulrieſs and Ignorance . 
O'reſpread the World .: Errour 
and Vice poſſeſt mankind ; the 
Law they obſerv'd was their 
own unruly Appertites 3 and the 
Deity they wofſhipped , the 
work of their own hands; c- 
ven the ſcte&ed people of the 
True God, the favourite Nati- 
on of the Almighty Provt 
dence, 
-  FIK 
They who were brought out 
of Egypt with ſo many _—_—_— 
2 an 
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and ſeated ina Country flowing 
with: milk and honey ; they 
who had ſeen the Sea divide 
before them, and ſtand on each 
fide as a Wall to defend them : 
they who have taſted the Quails 
and Manna from Heaven, and 
drank of the ſtreams that came 
guſhing from the Rock , even 
they forgot their great Delive- 
rer, and ſet up for their God 
a golden Calf ; thus they tur- 
ned their Glory into the fim1- 
litude of a Calf that eateth hay ; 
they ſoon forgot God their Sa- 
viour, who had done ſuch great 
things for them in Egypt. 

ps 


Thus lay the miſerable world 
eover'd with darkneſs, and the 
thickeſt miſts df groſs Idolatry : 
thus had poor man quite loſt 
his way 3 and all he could do, 
was to wander up and down, 
till when his few vain years 
were ſpent, he ſuddenly de- 
fcended to everlaſting Sorrows. 
This moy'd thy pity ,. gracious 

Lord! 
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Lord ! who often art found by 
thoſe thar {eek thee not ;, who 
never withdraweſt thy hand in 
rime of need ;. but conſtantly 
ſupplieſt us in all our diſtreſles, 
This-mov'd thy picy to under- 
rake our Rehliet, and come 
down thy Self, and dwell a- 
mong us. -O that men would 
therefore praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, and declare the won- 
ders that he doth for the.chil- 
dren of. men. 
V. 

But thou again , dear Lord, 
muſt leave our world, and 
though it be good for us, *ris 
hard to part from thee : thou 
muſt again aſcend . into thy Fa- 
chers boſome, to prepare a 
place for thy farthful followers. 
Yet even then, O thon wiſe 
and infinite Goodneſs ! thou 
didſt not wholly forſake our 
Earth, bur art here ſtill-ro-move 
us by thy preſ=-nce , and enter- 
tain our Devottons without fear 
oftxcels. We-know 1t 1s im- 
poſſible 
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poſſible to adore our God too 
much ; O thar 1t were poffible 
to adore him 2 A 

V 


Lord, what a happy change 
has 'thy coming wrought ! 
what glorious effects has thy 
Dodrine produc'd ! Narrow 
was once the gate, and ſtrait the 
path to bliſs, and few rhere 
were that found it, Once in a 
populous City , not ten thar 
were juſt 3 and on the whole 
Earth but eight that were ſav'd. 
Now we ſee many with a ftrong 
and generous Love, endeavour * 
to run after thee in the ways of 
thy Commandments. Whence, 
O my God , could this ſtrange 
Imprcyement come, but when 
Chrift aſcending ſent us the 
Comforter ? whence could this 
bleffing ſpring , but from his 
holy life, and the infinite me- 
rits of his painful death ? O let 
us keep alive the memory of 
our dear Redeemer's Death,and 


ap- 
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apply to our Souls all the yer- 
rue of his Paſſion. 
. 5 "Bs 

O bleſt memorial of my Sa- 
viour's Love, and faithful Seal 
of all his promiſes ! 1f I forget 
to ſing of thee, ler.my- tongue 
cleave to the roof of my 
mouth :; If I. forget to medt- 
rate on thee, let my head for- 
feir its power to think. All the 
ſhore time I remain 1n thy pre- 
ſence, I will wholly apply to 
adore thy Majeſty ; thee will I 
bleſs for all. thy mercies; to 
thee will I open all my neceſfi- 
ries, begging thy pardon for 
my -paſt offences, and thy graci- 
ous afſhſtance for the time to 
come , imploring thy mercies 
always to attend us, and thy 
bleſſings upon all che world. 

VIII. 

O ſpotleſs Lamb , once ſlain 
for us on the Croſs, have mer- 
cy on us, ungrateful wretches, 
be thou our powerful Advocate 
with thy heavenly Father, and 

; | ſollicice 
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ſollicite by thy merits his mer- 
cy for us ; offer thy facred Self * 
before his Throne, and turn a- 
way the wrath we deſerve for 
our fins ; ſo ſſaves are reſcued 
from their chains, and priſo- 
ners from the doom of death, 
while they pleaſe their offen- 
ded King with the pleaſing re- 
membrance of his beloved Son ; 
and fo hope we, and infinitely 
more, from the infinttely grea- 
ter Mediation of Jeſus. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy Providence, O Lord, 
that fo tenderly nurſes up the 
world, ſtill growing on to new 
degrees of perfe&ion. 

IX 


May every Age ſing praiſes 
to our God , and all Genera- 
tions ' adore his Providence. 
From the beginning, his mercy 
hath ſtill laid means to raiſe 
us to thole bleſſed objeds a- 
bove our nature. At firſt he 
created Adam with all neceſſa- 
ry knowledge , and then 'or- 
dained the Patriarchs to inform 

thefr 
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their Families :. afterwards heſ®! 
charg'd rhe Angels to bring us ſt 
his Commands, and often _ 
red the Prophets to declare his"! 
Will. When he had done all" 
this, and found it not enough NP 
to guide untoward man to his "* 
true end, what did- he then toNP 
ſave the periſhing World ? 0 el 
ſtrange exceſs of the Divine" 
Goodneſs! he ſent even his" 
own beloved Son to dwell a-® 
mong us, and teach us theart | © 
of working our Salvation ; tha |* 
ſacred art of training up our t 
Souls for Heaven , and fn 
them for the bliſsful union with 
himſelf. 
RX. 

But, O thou Kingof glorious 
ſweetneſs, whoſe flowing tongue 
dropt milk and honey! ye 
were, alas, not happy to behold 
thy perſon, nor our cars worthy 
ro hear thy voice! yer e're we 
were born, thou had'R us in thy 
thoughts , and did'ſt provide 
method to ſupply that defe, 
« "es 
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feleFing a number of choice 
Diſciples, and throughly 1n- 
ſicuting them 1n thy Heavenly 


; | Dorine, that they might keep 
; Malive the memory of thee , and 


to 
0 
ne 
Us 
q- 
re 
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ur 
[; 
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witneſs to all Nations thy ftu- 
pendious works. , Thou did'ft 
rerifie theie mifſion with the 
power of miracles, and inflam- 
eſt cheir hearts with the fire of 
thy Spirit, o're all che world 
they proclaimed thyLaw, and 
undauntedly Hes the cru- 
cited God 3 Pp. in the breaſts 
of the Faithful did they write 
thy Goſpel, and ſeal 1t before 
their eyes with their own 

bloud. £ 


The PRAYER, 


Bbw whoſe eternal Wiſdom 
the World made Fleſh, and 
dwelling among us, not onely 
told the World with his own ſa- 
cred mouth the unthought-on 
ſteps which lead direfly to Hea- 
ven; but trod them out plain 

| ; with 
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with bis own ſacred feet, and 
ordain'd others - after hin 
through all Generations, to guide 
ours ſteadily in them ! Let not, 
we humbly beſeech thee , ſo much 
love and cart be loſt on us ; bit 
wvouchſaſe us thy continually nt- 
ceſſary Grace, not onely to ltarn 
by roat , and profeſs with our 
tips this precious. way, hept ſtil 
open to our eyes; but mak it on 
. whole lifeo walk diligently in 
it, even to death; through out 
Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son , who 
with thee and the Holy Gho 
liveth and reigneth one God; 
world without egd, Amen. 
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MEvitaTtion VL. 
Chrift and the Soul. 


"Bl Phil. 4. 13. Tcan Yo all things 
through Chriſt that firengtbens 
mt. 


L. 

WW will give me this hap- 

py favour , that I may 
find my God alone? that I 
may find him 1n the ſilence of- 
Retirement, where the noiſe of 
this world can no way inter- 
cupt us 3 but that my God may 
ſpeak tro me, and I to him, as 
deareſt friends converſe toge- 
ther ; that I unfold before him 


al my wants, and freely ask the 
Charity of his Counſel. , What 
{ha!l T do, O my gracious Lord, 
to be happy here ? what ſhall 
| do to be happy hereafter ? 
Nature already has thus far 

Ds _ ravghr 
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taught me, rhat in all I under. 
rake, I ſeek my own good. 
It 


Onely I have cauſe to fear 1 
may miſtake that Good, and ſet 
up an Idol inſtead of thee, 
unleſs my Gol vouchſafe to in- 
ſtru& me, and ſhew my Soul 
its true felicity, Heark how the 
eternal Wiſdom gives thee ad- 
vice, and let every word fink 
deep into thy Soul 3 ſeek with 
thy firft endeavours the King. 
dom of Heaven, and all things 
Elſe ſhall be added to thy with; 
love with thy whole affections 
the enjoyment of thy God, and 
all chings elſe ſhall conſpire to 
thy ——_ th 


All theſe, my lips confeſs, 
are excellent Truths, but 
when, O my Gad, ſhall my life 
confe(s them ? When ſhall [ 
perfetly overcome my Pail 
ons , and guide, them fo, that 
they may draw me to thy light 
While they are mine, alas, 1 

cat» 
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cannot govern them; behold, g 
dear Lord , *1 offer chem all to 
motioris y race, 
violently carry , me away: hg 
my dury. Wean thou my heart 
from I follics of this 816 
and quicken its appetite to thy 
ſolid &! pon that _] may hunger 
aud ly afrer thee 


and thoſe Notion promiſes 
thou haſt made ro thy Sex- 
yants ; that my whole Soul may 
ſeek thee alone”, fince thou a- 
lone art all my Heaven. 

my. 


When, O my Soul, ſhall thy 
God find thee alone, free front 
thoſe bufie rhoughts _— 
thy head ? O with whar read 
Charity would he then inſtru 
thee, and let thee 1nro his bleſ- 
ſed Secrets! himſelf would be- 
come thy familiar gueſt , and 
dwell with thee 1n perpetual 
jov. [Lord , thou muſt enter 
firſt, and chaſe thoſe fancies a- 
way, and conſecrate my Sou! 


Q 


. faſt for ever; -and ſuffer. not 
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a Temple ro thy (elf; rake-chap | 
entire poſſeſſion, and. hold i; 


the enemies of my peace to re- 
- turn, Sit thou as Soveraign 
King,and abſolutely Command; 
for thy. Government 1s ,mild, 
and rewards are infinite. 


V. 

What ,haſt thou promiled, 
gracious Lord, to him that re- 
ceives thee with an humble 
Love !. all that's contain'd. in 
thoſe ſweet and myſtick words, 
He dwells in me, and I mn him, 
O bleſſed words, 1f once my 
Soul can ſay, He qwells 1n nt, 
and TI 1n him z he 1s my rcfuge 
In all Temptarions ; he 15 ny 
Comfort in all Diftreſles ; he 
1s my Security againſt all Enc- 
mies ; he dwells in me, and! 
 jn him; what can an 1nfinite 
Founty give greater than it (ell 
and what can an empty Cre 


ture receive_greater than hi 
God? 


vi 
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tO plorious God, hy life; , my 
joy, 2nd the onely center of 

-| my hopes! were: yoo unſteady 

Foul once nited | ro; thee, or 


;K once had reliſhr tr ſiyettneſs 


of thy :preſence?; how; would 
all other Company ſeerh:dull 
and: redijous:, - and the; whole 
E world be. bitter to:my! taſte! 
-E how would my thoughts edlcave 
faſt roi thee, and gladly ſeat this 
everlaſting Covenaht ! .If thou 
0OLord, wilt dwell with me, 
my heart ſhall continually: ar- 
tend on thee ; night and day 
will I fing thy praiſes, and all | 
my life- long adore my c4 mer- 


'll cies. 


VIL 
Thou art my onely hope, O 
bleſſed Jeſu, and thy favour a- 
lone 15s all- things to me ;-1n 


ll thee 1 find the Providence of a 


Father, and the tender kindneſs 
of an indulgent Mother: in 
thee. I enjoy the proteQion a 
a King, and the rare Oy of 
02 a. 
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a conſtant friend : in thee ] 
poſſeſs whatever 21 want., -and 
'thyfulneſscxceetds ever myut- 
'moſt:efires : 'thou arr;O: Jeſu, 
-my.-God and :all things:;\ what 
cawTrhink 'or with for:more? 
already'enough is ſaid! for them 
:tharlove, and know the value 
Of thoſeiprecious -words : what 
conldft :theu ſay , dear Lord, 

ſweer'thanithis thy te- 
dighc 1s tobe with the'Thildren 

men. 
VI TI. 

; Ofweer:and charming words, 
my God and all rhings ! ſweet 
4n -:exceſs 'to thoſe (that wit 
-them ; not ' the corru Pu 
tes of the world, who re 
nothing but the food of ſence: 
-words- that 'revive the faint! 
-mind , and fill -1ts dar 
thoughts with hphr and-joy. 0 
may theſe bleſſed words dwdl 
-OF my tongue, and Hve forever 
# myfaichful memory, where: 
.Cre'T am in this 1nconftant 
World, -and- whatever bſine 

enter- 
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entertains my hand.;;; ſtllilec my- 
inward- eye look: uy, towards: 
thee, and fix 1ts fight on th 
glorious face; Stil-may I wi 
and long for that happy day, 
which.opens to my. Soul ſoblet 
+ view, where I ſhall ſee, and 
no-longer darkly believe, that 
thou, O-Lord, art my God and. 
all chmys. 


I'XY 
What ſhould -the Captive 
wiſh: but Liberty? and the 
weary. Pilgrim, bue ro be ar 


reſt? whar ſhould' the Sick de- 
fire but Heakh ? and what. cath 
E but to be with my God? It _ 
15 the. greateſt Charity that. 
God hirafelf can beſtow , ſmce 
God can beftow nothing grea- 
ter than himfelf. Q ler us-be 
gutlty. of ne more ingrautude 
to gracious a God, nor Bo 
mcre- negte& ſo glorious a Mar 
jeſty ! away falſe pleaſures, ſin 
and vanity 3 for the God of 
Holineſs hath toucht my heart 3 
he has himſelf gone in, and ta- 


Q3- ken 
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ken full poſſeſſion, and ſealq 
it up for his own Service. 


The PRAYER. 


God, who ſeeing the dulnif 

of our ſpirits need ſo often 
feb impulſes of ſence, baſt wov- 
derſully contriv'd our alont-ſa- 
ving Objeft, thy ſacrific'd Son, 
continually to ſollicite our beavts, 
_ and make us fit for thy heavenly 
Kingdom. Reclaim, we bum- 
bly beſtech thee, all our wandring 
affeftions, and compoſe them into 
ſuch a diligent and devout atten- 
dance on thy bleſſed Will, and 
our alone Savioxrs Commands, 
that we may daily feed our Ade 
ration and love of him, and dai- 
ly grow in our defites of ſiting t- 
ternally bis : glorious Face ; who 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt 
lives and reigns one Godworld 
"without end. Amen, 
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MEevpiTAT1ioN VIL 
Againſt Temptations. 


1 Cor. 10. 13. There bath us 
Temptation tahen you, but 
ſuch as is common to man; 
but God us faitbjul, who will 
not ſuffer you to be tempted a- 
bove that ye ar? able; but 
will with the Temptation alſo 
make a way to eſcape , that 
ye may be able to vear it. 


| F 
Ome let us now call off aur 
thoughrs from ranging a- 
broad , where they bur loſe 
themſelves, and proſtrate our 
{elves before thee ;' O-Lotrd , 
freely confeſfing our own miſe- 
ry, and in the loweſt poſture 
of afflited Ptgrims , humbly 
implore thy mercy. Peacefu]_ 
ly 1n the Grave thy body re. 
 Q4 pos'd 
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pos'd,and thy Soul went trium- 
hing to redeem thy Captives; 
a”: we, alas, thy helpleſs Or. 
phany, how are we left in the 
midſt of our Enemies ! to how 
many dangers; 1s- our life ex- 
pos'd ! with hbw rhany tenta- 

tions are we round beſieged !- 

IL 

Tentations 1a meat, tentati- 
ons in drink, tentations 1n con- 
verſing, aa in ſolitude, 
tentations' in buſineſs, tentati- 
ons in lejſure, tentations'1n ri- 
ches, tentations 1n poverty ; all 
our ways are firew'd with 
ſnares, and even our own ſences 
conſpire againſt us. Whither, 
O my God, ſhall our poor Squls 
go, encompaſſed with a: body 
ſo frail,and a world fo corrupt? 
whither , but] to thee, s 4 


juſtizfier of ſinners, \and to thy 
grace,the ſuſtainer of the weak? 
Thy, Grace inſtritts us what we 
ought to do, and breeds m us 
the will ro endeavour what ,we 
Know ; thy Grace enables us to 

per- 
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Govern us with. this thy 
Grace , O Eternal Wiſdom! 
and _ our ſteps 1n thy ſafe 
way.Oraer every Ce tO. Pre- 
—_ our falling ; and fill ſead 
us OR towards our happy end. 
Give us the eye and wing of an 
Eagle, to ſee our danger and fly 
ſwiftly away. If we muſt needs 
engage our enemy , and no 
means left ro eſcape the. En- 
counter, ſtrengthen us, O Lord, 
to perſevere with courage, that 
we never be wanting in our ft- 
delity to thee, Convince us, 
blefled Jeſus , into this firm 
Judgment 3 and may our me- 
mor1es faithfully retain it, what- 
ever our {ences ſay to deceive us, 
or the world to obſcure ſo beau- 
rcous a Truth ; that thy ſelf a- 
lone art our chiefeſt Good, 
and the ſight of thy Glory our 
ſupreme Felicity. 

«Q5 IV. 
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I V. L, 

We have heard perhaps fome 
melancholy news of ' ſudden 
fickneſles,or unexpeQted deaths; 
but do we fear to be furprized 
our ſelves, and provide bettmes 
for that day of trial? We meet 
with accidents enough - to diſ- 
parage this world ; bur do we 
really feel it loſe credit in our 
hearts ? does our eſteem of the 
other grow _ and high; 
and every one faithfully tell his 
own 'Sout? *Tis not in this 
poor World thou muſt expe& 
content, nor hope to enjoya 
perfe& reſt ; but a good Con- 
ſcience 154 continual Feaſt, and 
a peaceful mind the antipaſt cf 
Heaven. 

tobe, ITS. 

Order thy whole affairs with 
utmoſt sk1ll ; and which 1s ſel- 
-dom cen, let all ſucced : ſill 
- thou ſhale find ſomething to 
trouble thee, and even thy 
Pleaſures will be tedious to 

thee : where-eyer thou ue 
| 
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ſtill Croſſes will follow thee , 
ſince where-ever thou poeſt 
thou carrieſt thy ſelf. Who 
then my God 1s truely happy ? 
or rather who comes neareſt 
Happineſs ? he that with pati- 
ence reſolves to ſuffer what- 
ever his endeavours are not a- 
ble to avoid. Happy yet more 
is he that delights to ſuffer, and 
glories to be like his crucitied 
Saviour. | 
V:b 

When thou art come to this 
my Soul, that thy Croſſes ſeem 
ſweet for the love of Jeſus ; 
think then thy ſelf ſublimely 
happy, for (ure thou haſt found 
a Heaven upon Earth , at leaſt, 


the beſt Heaven this Earth can 


afford 3 and take it as a pledge 
of a better to come. This 1s, 
4Jas, the Land of the Dying. 
bur we hope to ſee the glory of 
God 1n the Land of the Living ; 
where we ſhall hear him proc- 


nounce this Sentence to thoſe 


that love him, in a chearful 


not-, 
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£85 Agdinſt Temptations. 
note, Well done thou good 4tid 
faithful Servantz I gave thee 
two Tallents, and thou haſt gai- 
ned two niore, eriter into thy 
Maſters Joy. 
VII 


y thoughts run over the 
ges you have met to day, 
or rather forget ſach imperti- 


nent things; what have ve 


ſeen but diſtrating vanities ? 
and what brought home but 
unprofitable Faricjes ? how of- 
ten have we felr onr minds dt- 
ſturbed ! how often endanger'd 
by unhappy accidents ! Some- 
times we frowardly throw out 
ſelves down ; and like ſullen 
Childten will not ſtand. Some- 
times the tempeſt throws us 
down, and like weak childreth 
we cannot ſtand ; yer are we 
venturing ſtill among the ſnares, 
enticed by the appearance of 
ſome preſent dclights. 
| VIIT. 
We weary our ſelves with 
runnjng after flies, which are 
hard 
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hard rocatch,, arid trifles when 
they are caught , this we pur- 
ſne and follow that 3 bux no- 
thing we. meet can fill our 
hearts, till we have found out 
thee, -O gractous Lord! our 
onely full all-fatisfywmg Govd 3 
til we have found our thee; 
not by a dark belief, btx clearly 
as thou art in thine own bright 
ſelf. Remember, O my Soul, 
this truth of the world we live 
in, which our own experience 
too evidently proves; the eye 
js hot filled with ſeeing its va- 
rieties , nor the car with hear- 
Ing all its harmony. 
FX 


Remember this truth of the 
world we hope , made fure to 
our faith by the Word of Je- 
ſits; the eye has not ſeen ſuch 
beauteous Glories, nor has the 
Ear heard ſuch raviſhing 
Charms, nor can the Heart 1t 
ſelf conceive ſuch incredible 
Joys, as our God has provi- 
ded for them that love him 
as 


——_—— — 


388 Againſt Temptations. 
as our bleſſed Jeſus has purcha- 
ſed for his Servants , and even 


for thee, my Soul, to crown thy 
patience. Wherefore in peace 


lay down thy head, and reſt ſe-. 


cure in the proteGtion of thy 
God ; whoſe mercy ſo gract- 
ouſly has ſingled thee out, and 
fo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed on him- 
_ ſelf thy hope. 


The PRAYER. 
O God, who ſeeſt and pitieſt 


the infirmity of our Nature, 


ſurrounded on every fide with the 


worſt of dangers, Temptations to 


Folly! ftrengthin us, we beſtech - 


thts, with thy ſole - powerful 
Grace, to (tand continually on 
oxr guard: reſolved even to 
Death, either warily to avoid, 
or ſtoutly break through all that 
offers to divert or flop the ad- 
wvance of our love to thee alone; 
and grant us ſo wiſely ts improve 
the Talents of Capacity and 


Means 
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Means thy Providence aſſigns us 
in our preſent ſtate of life ; that 
at the great day of Account, we 
may every one be yeceived with 
thoſe precious words, Well done 
good and faithful Servant, en- 
ter into thy Maſters Joy,through 
our' Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son, 
and our Saviour, Amen. 


— 


MEeviTaATion VIII. 
Of a Good Life. 


1 Pet. 3- 10. For b# that will 
love lije and ſee good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from 
evil, and his lips that they 
Fpeak no guile. | 


L. 
H*P?? are they, O Lord, 
who have ſo much em- 
ployment, that there remains 


no room for 1dle thoughts. Hap- 


py are they who have o little 
ufineſs, that they want not | 
ſpace to attend their Souls : 
Happy yet more are they who 
in the midſt of their work, 
can think ſortetimes of the wa- 
g6 tbove; whom nothing di- 
verts from that chief concern 
of ſeeking ra make their eleRt- 
on ſure ; but while their backs 

| are 
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ire bow'd. down with labour, 
they freely. can: raiſe u ir 
niinds-.to Heaven, ,an while. 
they, are ty'd to their "beds withy 
ſicknels,. can. yet more ON tos 
wards-their raja Reft, 


Often hey rejoyce wi 
themſelves alone , and: i 
ſay inc their contented; hearts,. 
here we, alas; are narrowly.con» 
fin'd,.. and our time entertained. 
with trivial affairs; but here- 
aſter we. EX _ an inbounded 
enlargeme and. the ſame 
glorious = with: the bl | 
Angels: Here we are ſubje&.to 
2 thouſand miſeries , and. the; 
moſt proſperbus life is vain 
—__ 3 bur Ry = 
expect ani of Joy, an 
the ſolid p es Heaven 
for ever. y 

I TT. 


We. too, O gracious Lord 
who-now adore oe. and in 
thy preſence. t ihele 
words : We kambl apa. thee 
ouide 


392 ' Of a Gvod Life. 
Ide us in the'waysSof Vertue, 
t we never incline to any 
vicious extreme ; deliver us 
from the ſtormy ſea of buſi 
neſs, and the dead water of a 
ſlothful life, Teſt we be caſt a- 
way by forgetting thee , or be- 
come corrupted by negles- 
ing our ſelves 3 make us, fome- 
times ar leaſt, recolle& our 
thoughts, how much ſoever our 
condinion' diſtracts us : make 
us' look up with confidence 
im our God , how low ſoever 
our Afﬀi&ions depreſs us; 
make us look 'up to the eternal 
mountains, and feed our Souls 
with this ſweet hope. 
: T'V. 

The day will come , when 
our of this dark world, we ſhall 
joyfully aſcend ro that beau- 
reous Light : the day will come 
and cannot be far off, when we 
ſhall reſt for ever in the boſom 
of bliſs. Whither, O my God, 
ſhoufd we wander, if left ro our 
ſelves ? where 'ſhould we fix 

our 


Of a Good Life. 
our hearts if not direfed” by 
thee ? how great is the multi- 
ude of thy ſweetneſs, O Lord, 


thoſe that love thee! - Where, 
0 thou boundleſs Ocean of 
Charity ! where will thy-over-- 
flowing ſtreams ſtay their 
courſe ! - we and our ingratt- 


nothing can reſiſt th 
Goodneſs. 


V. 

Happieſt of all, O Lord, are 
they whoſe very buſineſs is thy 
Service 3 who not onely beſtow 
an interrupred glance, bur ſted- 
dily fix their eyes on thee 3 who 
not onely viſit thy houſe ſome- 
times, but night and day dwell 
in thy preſence: if the Sun 
riſe it finds them at their Pray- 
ers, and when it ſers leaves 
them ar the ſame ſweet Task: 
Every place 1s a' Church to 
them, and every day a holy 
Sabbath ; every object an oc- 
caſion of Piety,” and every nee 

| ent 
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which ' thou haſt hidden' for 


tude ſtrive to oppoſe thee, but 
y Almighty 


Me _ 
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dent'airy exerciſe of Vutue. 
Do: they behold the beau- 
reous- ſtars, rhey preſently a- 
dore their great Creator ; De 
they look down- on. the.fruncfub 
Earth, they inſtantly begin: to 
ptaiſe his Bounty, Let Way 
or Peace do-what they, will; and 
the inconſtant world reel 
and down , they" paſs 
all as unconcern'd ; andſmnerh- 
ly $0 on their regular courſe, 
ing ſhl} up to that glorious 
Life above, and- entertaining 
this preſent in hepe and (oli- 
tude, that a: laſt they may gain 
. what - they ſo long defired, 
and live for ever in eternal Gle- 


ry. 
VEIL. 

If they depart fometimes 
from their proper Center, and 
forfike a while thetr belowd 
Retirement ;, 'tis to approach 
and give light to others , and 
inflame ſome cold and lake- 
warm heart. While they = 

us 
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thusabread,' their minds arcat 
home with thee, iand 3 

CAN divide-them from thy- = 
preſence 3 w 
make-haſte — 

thee alone - in-their little 
there | thou -reecrwRt them - 6s 
familiar friends ,  and/freely-ad- 
mitreſt them | to rhy ſecret 
Sweerneſs, Thou -giv ſt 'them 
a taſte from -thine -own ifill 
board , -and -overflowſt-their 
hearts with the Wine of 'Glad- 


'nels. 
 'V TIL 
Often they'feel a- little beam 
from —rhent ſtrike. gently-and 


fill chetr _— with Hght 3 -of- 


ten'thar gentle | 
1nto&flame, 

with Ale nnhes 5 
- '-moyntup, i atm ar car che, 
the — Center- of 2 
their” happy Anc of 
7 Dicipl pline 

the'Gares' and Tumults of this 
World, free from the dangerous 
allurements of fin 3; and perpe- 
tually 


gl bem 
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| 395 Ofa Good Life. 
| ually ſollicited”- with engage- 
-ments--to -Virtue.;- where they 
{eldom fall, and quickly riſe, 
and make: ſwift advances,m the 
way: to. Heaven ;-- where 
:liveun Peace, and die with Con- 
-idence;z and go to-fing among 
. the-Quire of Angels.” -. // 
- IX. TE 
Bleſt Providence ! who. go- 
vergift-all things in_ perfe& 
Wiſdom, and affign'ſt to every 
. bne)tns gruper place z..1f thou 
| haſt pleaſed to diſpoſe our lives, 
1n circumſtances lefs favourable 
than theſe ,. O let- thy powerful 
hand-ſ{upply our wants , and 
_ lead us on in our low path, that 
at leaſt afar off we may, follow 
them, who ſtrive. to +tread. fo 
near.thy ſteps ; ſo ſhall we too, 
though, ſlowly , arrive at the 
rich 1nheritance of that Holy 
_ Land: ſoſhall we gladly enter 
thoſe bliſsful Gates, dwel 
for ever 1n the Ciry of Peace. . 


The 


ER "a «A .7 NM | is | | 
The PRAYER. \ [1 


Oo Merciful God , whoſe Pro- 
vidence diſparages with 
ſhortneſs and croſſneſs all the en- 
joyments:of this world, that they 
may become leſs tempting to 15, 
and tebe leſs bold.on our hearts . 


20-0 grant us grace, we beſeech thee, 

ea wiſely to diſcern, and heartily 

7 jr 4iſe thee for this. moſt beneficial 

ou 411ay of their Natures, 

Es, :T. 

blell And fince we cannot \attazn 

ful thee, the Heaves of Heavens, if 

nd | 2 do not fix, our ſelves entirely 

ut 07 thee, no? yet be raiſed to this, | 
wi if we areor may-be ſatisfied with _ - | 
of 2:9 thing-beſedes. thy glariows | | 
20, [ij + make #5. check and over- 1 
he come the repinings of fleſh and |] 
ay 5ovd, with jufter adorations of 

er thy infinite mercy, for qualifying 


ſo fitly this Womb of our Souls, 
that by its own uneaſineſs, , it 
Tore eafely diſpoſes them jor a 
appy birth into thy bleſſed Ettr- 

| wity. 
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nity , throygh our Lord Fiſu 
Chriſt thy Sor and our Seaview. 
Amen. __ 


M-ED1iTATION TX. 


On Contentment. 


x Tim. 6. 6. But Godlineſs with | 
© "Contentment 3s great Gain. || 


1. . 

vw Ord, who are we that our 

ik polluted hands: dare offer 

\ro thee-the \Incenſe of Praiſe? 
-we who ſo often diſobey thy 
"Commands, and'fo ſeidom weep 
*for our -many -follies 3 forgive, 
- great God , our boldneſs, who 
*thus raſhly preſume, -forgire 
Jour frailties who rhus weakly 
-perform. Teach us to humble 
- eur ſelves, and check rhe: Vani- 
ty of our proyd Concetts ; let 

us mourn and bluſh at our ma 

-ny- infirmities, and fo much 
: $116 


On Contentment. © 399 
the louder call to thee, O Jeſu, 
for relief; look down with ten- 
derneſs on our world of miſe- 
ries, and make interceſſion ro 
God the Father for us. 

II 


| Bleſſed forever be thy Name, 
| O Holy and Bleffed Spiritz and 
bleſſed be the bounty of thy 
| Goodneſs ; When the Erernal 
| Father, by creating the World, 
| had declared himſelf and his 
| Almighty Power z when the / 
| 1ncreated World, by redeeming 
| mankind , had reveal'd himſelf 
and his infinite Wiſdom ; when 
| now there remain'd but oneſeal 
| more to be open'd cf the Book 
of Divine Myſteries. Behold a 
ſtrange condeſcendence to our * 
| weak Nature, the inviſible Spi- 
rirviſibly appears ; he deſcends 
from Heaven 1n the ſhape of a 
Dove, and gently lights on the 
Prince of Peace. 
| ITL. 
Again he deſcends 1n tne 
_ likeneſs of Fire, and wiracu- þ 
| = * -louſly | 
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Toufly fits on the heads of the 
Diſciples ; mingling thus toge- 
ther 1n one bleſt compound 
thoſe chief ingredients of excel- 
lenr Vertte : Mildneſs to allay 
the heat of Zeal, ard Zeal to 
quicken the indiffcrency of 
Mildneſs; Innocence to adorn 
the Light of Knowledge , and 
Knowledge to dired the ſimpli- 
c*ty of Innocence. Q bleſt and 
admirable Teacher ! who can 
inſtruct like the Spirit of God ? 
He needs no years to finiſh his 
courſe, but with a ſwift and ef- 
ficacious touch conſummares all 
things. 
TV. 

He entred the Soul of a young 
dcelighter 1n Muſick , and pre- 
(ently ſanctifted him into a 
Cumpoſer of Pſalms : He tcoi 
a poor ſhepherd from following 
che flock, and immediately 
raiſed him to the degree of a 
Kingly Prophet: Fe by one 
Leſſon perfc&ted rhe Diſciples, 
and pcizſhe rude F ihcrmen 1n- 
ro 
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to eloquent Preachers: he toucher 


the heart of a perſecuting Pha- 
riſce, and inſtantly chang'd hina 
into a glorious Apoſtle. ' All 
this thou haſt done , O 1nfinite 
Goodneſs ; and all we do is 
wrought in us by thee. 

V 


Rejoyce, and with thy beſt- 
inſtructed Thoughts admire the 
exquifite Wiſdom of the Di- 
vine * Providence; who from 
ſuch low 'beginnings can raiſe 
ſo great effects, yet every ſtep 
thruſt connaturally on the next: 
behold a little ſeed rhat's bu- 
ried in the Earth, ſhoot gently 
out 1ts tender leaves, and nou- 
riſht on. with the Clouds and 
Sun , climb up by degrees into 
a tall fialk: rherc jt di{plays irs 

frl!-blown} hope , and crowns 
Irs own head with a ſilver Lil- 


ly. 
VI. | 
Such is the progreſs of im- 
mortal Souls, even thofe who 
ſhine now- among the higheſt 
R 2 SCra- 
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Seraphims, -at'firſt ſhut up in 
their mothers womb, where 
they lie confin'd Priſoners in 
the dark.; thence they come 
forth to ſee and hear, and ſlow- 
' ly begin to walk and ſpeak: 
next they advance to under- 
ſtand and diſcourſe, then learn 
ro fly with the wings of Grace ! 
till they get up even beyond 
themſelves, and believe and 


live above their own Nature ; 


at laſt the kindly hand of death 

ves them a ſtroke, and the 
inſtantly become like the glort- 
ous Angels. | 
VII. 

Inſtantly their dark and nar- 
row knowledge unfolds 1t (elf, 
and ſpreads into a clear and 
ſpacious view , where they ar 
once ſhall ſee all the glories of 
Heaven, at once poſleſs and for 
ever enjoy them. Thus from 
the humble ſeed of Grace, con- 


naqurally ſpring the flowers of þ 


Glory; and, from this Life's 


green fiem of Hope, growjulſt 
| on 


ſ} 
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on the top the Lillies of ' Para- 
diſc ;*-Lillies that never fade, 
but AI ſhine on, and fill the 
Heavens with their beautcous 
Sweetneſs : Lillies, that even So- - 
lomon in all his Glory, was nor 
arrayed like one of theſe. 
VIII SH 
Teach us, O Lord, that Di- 
vine Leſſon of being humble 
and-meek, and to ſubmit all our 
wiſhes to the will of Heaven, 
to-govern our Senſes by the rule 
of Reaſon, and our Reaſon by 
the difates of Religion 3 to de- 
ſign our whole Life in order to 
our end, and eſtabliſh for our 
end the bliſs of Eternity. Thow 
bidſt us but wiſely love onr 
ſelves, and attend above all 
things our own true Happineſs. 
Thou bidſt us value even this 
world as much as ir deſerves, 
fince 'tis the School that breeds 
= up to the other ; onely we 
rbidden to be wilful fools, 
and refer a ſhort Vanity before 
l'F —_— 
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O the mild Government of 
the King of Heaven ! all this 
we cah do whatever elſe we 
are doing : this we, can do- e- 


_ yen while we fit ftill, and one- 


ly move our thoughts: towards 
thee. Nay, therr we beſt per- 
form the beſt of works' , when 
all our powers are quiet tn thee. 
Yet ket not this, thy facile 
Sweetneſs, deareſt Lord © be a- 
buſed by us to' a wanton \ne- 
gle; bur.make us loye thee fo 
much more, as thou more dif 
cover'ſt rhe exceſs of thy Love. 


Too ofren are. we troubled a- 


bout many things.,- when: the 
truly. neceſſary 1s but one. . 


When, deareſt Jeſu, ſhall our 
deſires be. filkd with. the ever- 
laſting fruition of thy. bleſſed 


Self? henceforth, for thee and - 


for i thy ſacred Love.,: O- thou 
great and onely . Comfort cf 


.our Souls ! may all - AﬀMictions 


be welcome to us,-as. wholſome 
| Phy- 


—_. 
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Phyſick to corre our follies : 
may the Pleaſures of the World 
be rejected by us, as dangerous 
frutrs that;fill us with Diſeaſes. 
May we, by thy Example, nei- 
ther fear to die, nor refuſe the 
labour: of this Life ; but while 
we live obey thy Grace, that 
when we die, we may enjoy thy 


X1. 
O glorious preſence ! when 
our Souls be filled with. 
ſtrong and conſtant defires of 
enjoying thee ? thy preſence, 


Glory. 


that can quickly turn the ſad- 


deſt night into a .chearful day, 
that can change a dungeon into 
a houſe of mirth, and make e- 
very place a Paradiſe. O may 
every favour thou offcr'ſt be 
thankfully recetyed , and every 
talent. thou beſtow'ſt diligently 
improved ; ſo ſhall we faith- 
fully -perform our duty , and 
render to thy Grace its juſt 
Glory, while whate're we have, 
we. acknowledge from thee, 

R 2 and ' 


406 OnContentment. 
and whate're thou giv'ſt us 15 
not 1n vain. 


The PRAYER. 


Oo Bleſſed Feſu, thou ſweet 
diſpoſer of all things, give 
me neither Poverty nor Riches, 
but onely things neceſſary for my 
_ ſuſtenance ;, Il: perhaps being 
full, I bg allurd to deny thee, 
and ſay, Who ws the Lord ? or 
compelled by Want to ſteal, 
and forſware the name of my 
God : or rather , deareſt Lord, 
give me what thou pleaſiſt; 
fnce thy ſelf "haſt taught me a 
move perfeft Leſſon, to ſubmit en- 
tirely my will to thine; one 1 
till may beg,that in all my ways, 
thy providence may govern me, 
end in all my temptations thy 
Grace preſerve me: That at la 
T may arrive at thy heavenly 
Kingdom, and dwell with thee 
for evermore. Amen. '. 


The end of the Fourth Fart. 
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p 'MEvitaTtlon LI. 
_ Wedneſdays wethly Faſt. 


St. Luke 18, 13 And the Pub- 
,: ticant ſtanding afar off, would 

"not lift up ſo much as bis eyes 
to Heaven, but fmote upon bis 
_ breaſt, ſaying, God be merci» 
Jul to me 4 ſinner. 


4» . [; 

p- O thee, O Lord God, 
- belongs Rightcouſneſs, 
b- bur.unto us Confuſi- 
on of face for ever more , ve. 
R's are 


408 nedneſdays weekly Faſt. 
are the vaineſt, the vileſt, and 
ſinfulleſt of the children” of 
men, and are not worthy to be 
called thy Seryants : We are 
vile, O Lord, in our own eyes 
by reaſon of our fins, and&we 
will yet be more vile, becauſe 
we are fo in thine, 


F..- 

I am not worthy of the air I 
breath 1n, by reaſon of my Dif- 
obedience 3 I am not worthy 
of the Earth I tread upon, by 
reaſon of. my Tranſgreſſion, nor 
worthy of the Sun that ſhines 
upon me, by. reaſfpn of. my 
ſins, much fs to lit up either 
hands or eyes ro Heaven, which 
fo oft have offended thee. 

I11. | 

Thou haft ſaid that no un- 
clean thing ſhall approach thy 
holy Preſence ,. thou being a 
God of purer. eyes than to be- 
hold the leaſt 1niquity ; how 
then ſhall T appear, who am 0- 
yerſpread with the Lequoter of 
int 
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fin, and miſerably 'defiled with 
CE MTA 
| "3% | 

If Davi2, a'man after thine 
own heart, could ſay that he 
was a worm and no man, but 
the very out-caſt of the people, 
O what am 1 If Abrabam, the 
Father of the Faithful, who had 
the honoty 'to ''be called th 
friend, could fay thar he wa 
bur finful duft and aſhes: O 
what am I ? -atid / if thy Ser- 
vatit Fob abhorred himſelf in 
duſt and aſhes, thar never' fm- 
ned with his lips, What maft x, 
O Lord, do, that have finned 
all my Life-time ? 


_ 1 will, with holy David, con- 
fels my wickedneſs, and be 
ſorry for 'my fin; I will nor 
ſuffer mine eye'to ſleep , nor 
mine eye-hds to ſlumber , net- 
ther the tetnples '6f 'my head to 
take any reff, till Thave by'the 
mediation of  rhy*dear Son ob- 


*rained my Patdon,' I will with 
54 Rt: > "6: © 0 
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Feremiab, - wiſh. that. my. head 
were waters, and, 1m1ne, eyes a 
fountain of tears; to weep day 
amd night. for. my own nnwor- 


I I 0 I 
1, will with:the. poor. Publi- 
cane_ſtand. afar off dejedted , 


- ſmjing my, breaſt, and. ſfay,God 


be pages 40 Fs er 5:1 
Wl , TeELUTA WAN tHe 194 
Son, to: = Cars mls and 
fay,Father, I. have ſinned againſt 
Heaven, and 1n,thy fight, and 
AA Na Mere, wor thy to be. cal- 
td thy.Sor;-make me as one of 
thy hired Seryants. - 

I will, with St. Peter, weep 
.bicterly for my paſt offences, 
and;endeayour to. mortifie all 
amy Aﬀetions, here. on-Earth , 
-and place them. above in the 
_higheſt Heavens. | I will pour 

ur.my Praysrs in the bitterneſs 
of; my Spine z;; ard. if my dry 
£3F5 want rears, Twill call unto 
,fy- heart for. tearg of. blood, 


where- 
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wherewith T-may ſupply them. 
Cen PIE 7 1 
O thou holy One, that inha- 
biceſt Eternity, caſt me.not ar 
way from thy preſence, neither 


take. thy, holy Spirit from me, 


but deal with me. as. thou didit 
wich thy Servant David ;. who 
no ſooner confeſſed his fins; but 
thou forgaveſt him all his_.jni- 
quiies, and ſay unto my. Soul as 
thou didſt ro the man.in.the 
Goſpel, Son, be of good cheer, 
thy fins are forgiven.thee. - . 


The PRAYER. 


Oo God, who didſt ſeverely 
puniſh our firſt parents for 
eating the forbidden fruit,as haſt 
ſo often yecommended to us the 


neceſſary duties of Abſtinense and 


Faſting, grant, we beſeech thee, 
that by obſerving. diligently thy 
holy Diſcipline propoſed to us, in 
the Laws and prafiice of thy 
Churchg we may corredt our Le- 
vities, and tevenge our Exceſ- 
ſts, 


er II 
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ſes, and ſubdue our irvegular Ap- 
petites, and fruſtrate the Tempta- 
tions of the Enemy, and ſecure 
ou? perſtverance, and daily pro-- 
ceed' to new degrees of Vertue 
and Devotion; till in the end 
of our" Lives we receive the end 
of our Labours, the Salvation of 
O## fo#ls in thy bexvenly King- 
dom, through our Lord Feſus 
Cbrift thy Son , who with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt * tives ''and 
reigns one God world without 


413 
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Matth. 19. 21. This bind gortb 
not out but by prayer and fa- 


ſting. 


| i 

| ® Eos mercy on us, O God, 

have mercy on us 3 for 

our Souls truſt in thee, and un- 

der the ſhadow of thy wings 

will we hope; till our iniquiries ' 
paſs away. Have mercy on us, 
O Lord, for we are weak 3 heal 
us, O Lord; for we have ſinned 
againſt thee; 3 our injquities are 
gone over our head, and like a 

d burthen fe iy ON US, 
Will not our! God r 

an, account” for- theſe ting? 
will he not examine every | 
ſage of our lives? - He fees the 

ſecrets 
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*ecrets of our hearts, and our 
darkeſt fins are not hid from 
him. Lord, make us judge our 
ſelves, leſt . we be condemned 
by thee, and repent us of our 


ſims, leſt we be puniſh'd by 
thee. 
1 ITE 


Make us mortifie our ſenſes 
with diſcreet auſterities, parti- 
cularly contrary to the paſſions 
which moleſt us;that we mayre- 
duce our bodies 1nto ſubjection 
-to our minds, and our minds 
Into fubje&ion to thee ; that 
as our too much liberty broughr 
us to folly, 'our juſt ſeverity 
may bring us to pardon. Par- 
don, O Lord, the iniquity of 
our fins, and graciouſly remove 
away all thy puniſhments, 

I'V, 

Enter not, into judgment 

with thy Servants, O Lord, for 
.in thy fight ſhall no-one living 
be juſtified 3 ,our;ruine,we con- 
-fe6, 1s wholly from our ſelyes, 
-and all our ;hope is,in thy Sal- 
> Oh vVatl- 
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vation : if we repenr.,, and ſay, 
Now we'll begin, *ris time now 
toiriſe-from ſleep; behold Tem- 
ptation; ſtands. at the door , 
and , our. weak reſiſtance lets 
It 1 3. our corrupt Nature con- 
ſpires with our Enemies., and 
our evil cuſtoms prevail againſt _- 
US. - 

= V. 
Pity us, O Lord , thou who 


knoweſt whereof we are made, 


wean us from, this , world, thou 
who mad'ſt us for a better, .de- 
liver us from the occaſions that 
ſo often- endanger us.. | Deliver 
us from the occaſions that (o 
often overcome us; deliver us 


. froni all ſudden and diſaftrous 


miſchances z deliver us from 
.the miſeries of everlaſting-tor- 


: ments. / NY «\ þ 


VE 


©. Why art thou fad; O my 


Soul 2. and why art thou difquie- 
ted  withm. me ? ſtill-cruſt. in 


-God,: for ſtill we will praiſe his 
. holy Name 3 he 1s- our Sav1- 


our 
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our and our God, O praiſe our 
| Lord for he is good, and his 
mercy .endures for ever. Let 
- all who fear our Lord, now fay, 
that his mercy endures for c- 
ver. He was mindful of us.in 
our low eſtate, and redeem'd 
us from - our Enemies ; for his 
mercy endures for ever ; .he 
will guide us here 1n the ways 
of Peace, he will bring us here- 
after tro the Joys of Eternity, 
for- his mercy- endures for c- 
_ 


The PRAYER. 


God,” who by thy holy Do- 
fFrine haſt taught us to 

fait, and watch , and pray, and 
- by thy bleſſed example powerſully 
engaged us to follow thy fteps; 
vouchſafe us, we beſeech thee, thy 
Grace ,- ſo to mortifie our bodies, 
 by' withdrawing the fewel from 
our unruly paſſions, and reducing 
our -immoderate fleep to the mea- 
Gives of neceſſary refreſhment, that, 


oar 
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0ur minds may the better be dif” 
poſed for Prayer and Megitation, 
devontly to celebrate here the 
Faſis and _Feftivals of thy 
Church, and eternally to-rejoyce 
with thee hereafter in the King- 
dom of thy Glory, where with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoft thou 
liveft and reigneft ever one God 
world without end. Amen, 


Mzgvpi- 


4 Organ — 


 MxviITATION TIL 


* Aſh-Weaneſday. 


Luke 4. 2. In thoſe days he did 
eat nothing. 


Ome let us faſt and mourn 
and pray, for our Lord 1s 
merciful and juſt : Remember, 
O Man, that duſt thou art, and 
into duſt thou ſhalt return. All 
fleſh 1s graſs, and the pride 
thereof as the flower of the 
field 3 the graſs withers, and 
the flower fades, and leaves the 
naked Soul to Judgment : be- 
fore Man is life and death, good 
and evil , that which he chuſes 
ſhall be given him 3 he that 
follows Verrue chuſes Good, 
"butt the vicious liver endlets 
Evi. p 


Alh-"redn:iſday. arg 
IT. | 

When , O my Soul, did we 
ever follow our patfſions , but 
they inſtantly wrought our di- 
ſtucbance, and threatned at laſt 
our ruine ? when did we ever 
turn our thoughts to Piery, bur 
it preſently brought us Peace, 
and refreſhr our minds with 
new hopes of felicity? the 
winds are often rough, and 
our own weight preſſes us 
downwards. Reach forth, O_ 
Lord , thy ſaving hard, and 
lpecdily dettver us. 

ITE. 

The Sun runs 1ts courſe , or 
ſtands ſtil, or goes back as thou 
commandeſt ; the raging Sea 
grows calm , nay divides Its 
wavcs at thy word onely thine 
own Tiraet refiſts the voice of 
their God, A Rod: of Direfion 
1; the Scepter of thy Kingdom, 
ſwaying man to obſerve the D1- 
(c1pl;ne of Life, 


IV. 


g20 Aſb-Weaneſday. 

I V, , 
| When we had fold our ſelves 
ih to ſin, and were all become the 
[ ſlaves of Satan, our bleſſed [e- 
ſu deſcended from Heaven, and 
brought a vaſt price to buy out 
our Freedom , the price was 
no leſs than his own deareſt 
bloud , which he plenteouſly 
ſhed on the Holy Croſs, depo- 
ſiting ſo his ineſtimable Life, 
to reſcue us Sinners from eter- 
nal Death. 

V. 

Let us conſecrate this day to 
his facred Memory, and tender- 
ly compatſiorate his unparalleld 
Sufferings, repenting from our 
F hearts our many ſins,and thank- 
Fi fully admire his infinite mer- 
i cles; let us wean our minds 

from unbecoming delights, and 
morrifie our ſenſes with a pru- 
dent reſtraint ; that carried 
_on the wings of Faſting and 
Alms, our Prayers may mount 
up more ſwiftly te Heayen. 
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TH 
How admirably, O Lord, has 
thy Waſdom contriv'd our Sal- 
vation, infuſing even by our 
lenſes Grace into our prect- 
ous Souls? let none excule 
their wandring from the 
ſtreight path of Life : behold a 
ſteddy Guide, let none pretend 
faintneſs and want of Spirits to 
walk 1n ic, behold at every ſtep . 
abundant Refr=ſhments 3 rhe 
Church ſhmes ever bright as 
the Sun, and ſheds all abour as 
quickning beams. . - 
VILE 
He that fram'd the Heart of 
man deifign'd it for himſelf, and 
vxqueath'd it unquietneſs, till 
potſeſt of 1rs Maker. Vanity of 
vanities, a'l 1s vanity , bur ro 
bre our God. and atrend his _ 
vice. All thy ways, O Lord, 
are Mercy and Wiidom , and 
thy Counſe]s rend to our 
Happineſs, bur we muſt endea- 
our to ſeek thy Heavenly 
S King- 
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Kingdom, and al! things elfe 
jhall be added to us. 
| VITIL. . 

Happily ends that day,whoſe 
evils end with 1t, cancell'd of 
juſt Contrition 3 happily be- 
gins that night , which 1s ijn- 
troduc'd with aſpirations to 
our eternal Reſt; the day is 
rhine and rhe night is thine; 
Lord, may thy ..Grafe through 
both breed us up alſo thine. 

+ 

Every nighr approaches us 
nearer our laſt , which reſerves 
for us eternal Wages, juſtly, yet 
with a vaſt and generous ,boun- 
ty, proportion'd to the work of 
our days; the Wiſe will always 
keep their lamps ready trim'd, 
that the Bridegroom's cal! may 
never furprize them. 


T ſaw the bright Sun ſhew his 
flaming eyes, and behold a 
thouſand rays filled the air; and 
beauteoufh; cuilded rhe Earth 3 
's glorious face but _— 
elt 
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ſelf in a cloud, and 1immediate- 
ly they vaniſhe away, and their 
place was to be found no more ; 
and I fatd ſhch, O my God, juſt 
ſuch, is the ſlabiliry of every 
Creatures. 


The PRAYER. 


L. 
M7, God, never let me ſq rely 
on. any outward perfor- 
mances,thatTneglett the improves 
ment of my mind, leſt my fafting 
vecome an unprofitable trouble, 
and my prayer 4 vain lip-labour, 
the Soul and the Body make a 
Man ;, and the Spirit and Diſci- 
pline mabe a Chriitan. Never let 
ne fo pregend to inward perfettt- 
on, that T ſlight the outward ob- 
ſervances of Religion , leſt my 
thoughts grow proud and fanta- 
fick, and all my Arguments be 
but a lover for licentiouſneſs. 
TH: 
O God, whoſe Providence in- » 
trodzces thy Charch to the ſober - 
S 2 Djs 


6 pats —— I 
TG IEEE = - v5 —> E224 
: — ——_— - —Oet "Inn 
_ She TICS = : A ncbht pos —_ Mr > - -— _ "aaa 
_" EAGER T7 EE rio —_ x >——an< <ul Sz 
Ll 


'Þ 
WW. 
F 
MY 
o 
_ 7 
I 
1 
; 
$ ; 
$ / 


| 424 | Aſh-Wedneſday. 


Diſcipline of Lent, by the morti- 
ſying Memento of the vile and 
frail matter we are made of! 
Grant, we bumbly beſtech thee, 
that by Prayer and Faſting, we- 
may lay all -proud Conceits in 
duſtrand aſhes , and make fleſh 
and bloud eel it ſelf bigbly ho- 
nour'd, if by whatever Croſſes or 
Mortifications , it may be tem- 
per'd and raiſed to become a fit 
Inſtrument for ripening the Soul 
in thy Love, through our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt thy Son and our Sa- 
viour. Amen. 


—— 


MEDITATIONS 
- AND 


PRAYERS 


ON THE 


PASSION, 


For the Holy Weeks Faft. 
MEvitation IV. - 
Munday before Eaſter. 


Luke 22. 2. And the chief Prieſts 
and Scyibes ſought how they 
might bill bim, for they feared 
the people» * 


vWas not hy <q ys alone, 


O deareſt Lord, that thou 
nſpired'ſt into- thy 'hoty Pro-, 
S 5 phets 3 » 
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phets; but thou. revealed'ſt to 
them thy Sorrows too, and com- 
manded'ſt them to piibliſh them 
with a tender .care , that they 
not onely ſhould ſpeak thy 
words , butthe more to affe& 
us, put on thy perſo1. O let 
our eyes run Jowpmn with wager, 
and our'hearts faint away with 

rief, while:we jremember the 

ufferings of our Lord, apd hear 
his ſad UT") 

T. 


I.gave my body to thoſe that 
beat 1t, and my cheeks to thoſe 
that buffered them.. I ,tyrn'd 
not away from them that re- 
proackr me, norafrom-them that 
ſpit on my face 3 my Enemies 
,whiſper.ragether, and-ſpiteky- 
dy-malign-me , When will he 
alice and [his Name perth ?. my 
familiar friend who did eat df 
my bread, has lifred up his heel 
againſt me, bur thou upheld'ſ 


me, O- lord ; 10 my 41086g5ly, 
and ſers me befaqre;.chy facg for 
.-ever. "They coampaft me abit 

_ | wit 
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with words of malice-, and 
fought againſt me without a 
caute 3 they rewarded me Eyv1l 
for Good, and hatred for my 
good wall. -Þ 
III. 

IT am poured forth like water, 
I am taken away as a ſhadow 
when 1t declines: my heart 


within me 1s as melred wax,and 


all my bones are our of joynt ; 
my ſtrength 1s dryed up like a 
potſheard, and my tongue 
cleaves to the roof of my 
mouth ;3 I expetted ſome to 


pity me, and there was none ; 
Ilook*d for Comforters, but L 
found not one. | 


I'V. " 


O my God, my God , how 


far haſt thou forſaken me ! thou 


haſt brought me into the duſt of 
death,our Fathers call'd to thee 
and were deliver'd, they truſt- 
ed in thee and were notaban- 
don'd : but I am a worm and 
no man, the reproach of men, 
and the deſpis'd of the people 3 

S 4 " 
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all that fee me laugh me t> 
ſcorn, they ſhoot our rhe lip, 
and ſhake the head, ſaying, He 
tryſted in God that he would 
ſave him, let him deliver him if 
he delight in him. Be not far 
from me, O Lord my ſtrength, 
for trouble 15 nigh and none to 
Help me. | 


V. 

The aſſembly of the wicked 
have incloſed me about ; they 
pterce my hands and my feet; 
I may tell all my bones; they 
gaze and ſtare upon me 3 they 
part my.garments among them, 
and on my veſture they caſt 
lors ; they gave me gall to eat, 
and 1n my thirſt , vinegar to 
drink. All theſe fad things, 0 
Lord , tiny Prophets foretold, to 
Prepare our Faith for exorb!- 
_ tant truths, all theſe tndeed 
they expreſly foretold ; but 
could there be found ſuch 
wretches as would at them? 


VI, 
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VI. 

Yes, O my God, thine own 
ſcleRed Nation conſpir'dagainſt 
thee, and with innumerable af- 
- fronts moſt barbarouſly mur- 
thered thee; this too, even 
this thy cruel death thou 
plainly foreſhewd'ſt ; The inha- 
bitants of Feruſalem ſhall look on 
me whom they crucified. Bur, 
O you holy Prophets ! what was 
the diſmal cauſe, ' that ſhed the 
bloud of this ſpotleſs Lamb ? 
He had, they quickly anſwer, 
done no Iniquity, nor could a- 
ny fraud be found in his mouth, 
but he was ſmitten for the Sins 
of the people, and taken away 
from the Land of the Living, 
he deliver'd up himfelf to 
death, and was numbred with 
the wicked ; he bore the fms 
of many , and pray'd for his 
Tranſgreſſors. 

a 

All we like ſheep have gone 
aſtray, and God lajd on him 
the Iniquity. of us all 3 he was 

S 5 woun- 
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wounded fer qur Offences, and 
bruiſed -for qur;Ttanigreſfions ; 
the chaſtiſement . of Our «Peage 
"was upon . him .and .by his 
Atripeswe. are healed. O.ble(; 
fed. Jeſu, wo rookſh upon thee 
our Infirmities, to, beſtow on ps 
thy . own Perfcions | heal, us 
thou great . Phyſician . of. our 
Souls ! and letyus. fin,no.moxe, 
-:leſt awork thing befal. us... Heal 
us: by the. 'myfjery. of -thy holy 
Incarnation, i and the-meekne(s 
.of thy hamble birch. 
rr AJ rl 
, Heal us by the prectous Blopd 
.of thy Circumcifion, andthe 
ſweet ang ever bleſicd, Name,of 
\ Jeſus. . Heal, us by thy, gracious 
..Manifeſtation to .the Gentiles, 
;-and. the - powerful influence of 
all thy. Miracles. . Heal, us by 
the exemplary Obedience ot 
thy Preſentation , and the'$0- 
veraign Balſom -of thy Paſſion. 
-Heal us by the joys of thy yido- 
-rious Reſurrection, and the tr!- 
-umPh of thy. glorious Aſcenl! 
ol, 
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| on. Heal us by the Memory 
of all chy;Bleſſings ; Heal us by 
the Memory of this days Mer- 
cy. + Heal us, O thou grear Phy- 
fician of our .Souls! and ler us 
ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
befal us. 


The PRAYER: 


Þ* 
Lord God, . whoſe Power is 
infinite , and: Purity ſuch 

that cannot endurethe beholding 


any thing that is unclean; How 
ſhould I that am forlorn duſt and 
ſinſul fleſo, preſume or dare. to 
. preſent myſelf before thee ? When 
T look onthe wileneſs of my Na- 
ture ,' and the ſinfulneſs of my 
Lije, I cannot chuſe but cry out 
and ſay; Woe wnto me, T am un- 
done, I am of poxuted lips , the 
very prayers: © make to crave 
pardon for my ſins, are ſtained in 
the uttering, and muſt needs add 
to my Tranſereſſions, if in Fudg- 

mens 
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ment or F.ftice thou ſhouldi 
weigh and examine them. 


IT. 

But, O Lord, thou art aGud 
of infinite Compaſſion , that 
would ſt not the Death of a fin 
ner, but rather that he may be 
converted and live; thou hf 
not onely allowed me , but cont 
manded me td call upon thee in 
all my troubles and difireſſe, 
thou haſt promiſed that at what 
time ſoever a ſinner doth repent 
him of his fins , thou wilt put «- 
way all his Iniquities out of thy 
remembrance, in obedience there- 
fore to this thy Command, and in 
Confiden-e of this thy Promiſe, I 
am imboldned at this time to af- 
fear before thee, renonncing all 
Merit and Truft, Confidence and 
Affiance in my ſelf , and relying 
only on thy Mercy, and te Sout- 
raign Mediation of my Lord and 
Savioxr Feſus Chriſt. 

TIT. | 

O Iord, hear thine own Sm 
for me, O Lord, bear thine own 

q | - Self 


2 
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Self in me , the bleſſed Spirit of 
thine which makes Interceſſions 
for me, with ſighs and groans, 
that cannot-be expreſſed. P ar- 
donand forgive all my fins, both 
original and aftual, of omiſſion 
or commiſſion, of thought, word, 
or deed ; of ignorance , of infiv- 
mity, of preſumption , which I 
hauvs at any time committid a- 
gainft thee, nail them to the 
( roſs of Chrift, that they may ne- 
wir riſe up in judgment again, 
either to ſhame me in this world 
or condemn in the wor'd to come. 
Amen, : 


. 434 


mm. em—_—_—_ 


MEDITATION :Y, 


Tueſday befare Eſter. 


Rom. 5. 8. But God commus- 
deth his Love toward us, in 
that while we were yet ſit- 
ners Chrift died fer us. 


| 
Raiſe our Lo.d all you Nati- 
ons of the Earth , praiſe 
him with the voice of ſoy and 
Thankſgiving 3 praiſe him with 
the well-tun'd ſtrings of your 
hearrz praiſe him with the 
ſweereſt 1nſtrument , Obed!- 
ence : let every one that pre- 
tends to felicity fing immortal 
Praiſes to the God of our Salva- 
tion ! He 1s our full and all-ſuf- 
ficient Redeemer : He has per- 
fedtly finiſhed what he gract- 
ouſly undertook ; for all our 
treſpaſſes be has made fartisfa- 
' ai 
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on 3, for all, our. for tearuree. he 
has paid the-paafom. 

-L I. 

Wwe by .dilobedience., Were 
baniſht- from Paradiſe, and, he 
has.receiyed us, neo. -hus, -@wn 
Kingdom; we wanger'd up and 
.down.,jn-.the, ie: ; Bbr44 Er- 
rour, and he-has guided us into 
the way of-tputh-z we. are; by 
nature-- the, Children of — 
and. he; has mediated; our peace 
with his offended Father ;. we 
were become-. the gſlaves of 
fin, and he has, bought. ous, free- 
dom with his own Blood : we 
were in bbadage--to the domi- 
- ion of Satan, and. ke has over- 
come and;contin'd his Power ; 
we Were: 1th danger of ſinking 
into Hell, and he; has ſav'd us 
from char bottomleſs Pit. 
| LEI. * 

The gates of , Heaven were 
ſhut againſt us,. and he went up 
himſelf, and. open'd them to 
all believers, diflolving for eyer 
the terrours of death , and 

ren- 
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rendring now bur a paſſage in. 
ro Life.” O deareſt Ltd whe 
amad'ſt us firſt of-nothing, and 
. reſtored us again when we had 


undone our ſelves, who would 


at any rate redeem us from mi- 
ſery, at any raxe procure our 
felcity ; how came we wret- 
ches to be fo confſider'd ! how 
came we ſmners to obtain ſuch 
favour ! that from thy Throne 
of Glory, where Seraphims 4 
dor'd thee; thou ſhouldſt de- 
ſcend am our Earth where 
ſlaves affronted thee. 
I'V. | 
That thou ſhould'ſt lead 1 
Life of poverty and labour, and 
die a death of ſhame and for- 
row ; that thou ſhould'ſt do all 
this for ſuch worms as we, 
without the leaſt concern or 
benefit *to thy ſelf, onely to 
raiſe us up from our humble 
duſt, and ſer us to ſhine with 
thy glorious Angels. O inf 
nite Goodneſs ! the bounteous 
Author of all our hopes , ard 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong Deltverer of all our fears ! 
What ſhall we fay to this th 
exceſſive Charity ? what ſhall 
we .render for theſe thy un- 


 ſpeakable Mercies ? we ſearch 


over all we have , and find no- 
thing to return thee, but what 
thy (elf has I us : we 
ſearch over all haſt given 
us, and find nothing thou ex- 
peteſt , but that we uſe thy 
Gifts ro make our ſelves hap- 


\PY:- 


V. 


O may our Souls perpetually 


bleſs thee, and every minute of 
our time ve ſpent 1n thy Ser- 
vice, Let usnot live, O Lord, 
but to love thee, nor breathe, 
bur ro ſpeak thy Praiſe, nor be 
at all, bur to be all thine, ' Say 
on my Soul, the Praiſes of thy 
Lord ; ſay on with freſh atten- 
tion the Mercies of thy God, 
whoſe Wiſdom has contrived 
ſo compendious a method, to 
redeem mankind by one ſhorr 
word: he ſaw the onely —_ 
( 
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of all our, ruine , was gur Lox 
miſplaced on this . prefent 
warld : He ſaw the .onelyn- 
medy, of all our.-Miſery, ,yas 
fix, our, Love on .the-World to 
.CQME. ; 


; This therefore was his great 
intent, and 1n this concentred 
all. his Merits, ro change the 
bla of our wrang-ſer hears, 
by eſtabliſhing among ys nes 
motives of Charity, ſuch as 
might ſtrongly 1ncline our af- 
-fe&ions, and cfficaciouſly.draw 
us-to love our True God ;:ſach 
as nfighe gain by degrees upon 
;all mankind, and,render Salw- 


_ ,-tign..cafie; and. univerſal: for 


this che came down. from his 
Fathers boſom, to teach bs the 
Rules of erernal: Life ; rhat ve 
- might firmly believe thoſe fi 
cred Truths, which God-him- 
ſelf with his own mouth hath 
told us. 
VIL ; 
.For this he .converſt ſo long 
on 
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| ot him 
'M his own vl n; ey 
for«his , oo 
and many-a 00s , WR 
came at laſt eight p even, 599 
Froey 


the WY. death, that we,migh 


ſuffer wharexes, ! 4a* 

when God himſglt, was {Þ, y 

ted by his Cr, 5p des 
Þ often qargacht,of..the Joys of 
Heaven, apdd em þciore ys 
4nſo.cleqra; ys — ſeeing fo 
rich a prjze. bang 5at the: g24es 
end, . we;mightrun 

our urmoſt force $0 gun-te. + 


14 
For aj ep 'd,che My- 
teries.gf, Gr fr, = + 
Sacrifice of th y 
Bloud, rh, ce = 
nouriſh. 1a,us —_ th of Chari- 


ty, and.rayiſh.qur, hearts wagh 
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endearing names of Friend,and 
Rrother, and Spouſe to us wret- 
ches, doing more for us than all 
thoſe names import, and far 
more than all our hearts can 
wiſh. Blefſed, O glorious Je- 
ſu, be the Wiſdom of thy Mer- 
cy, that has found ſo ſweer and 
ſhort a way to ſave us. Thou 
art, O Lord, the cauſe of our 
Love, and Love the cauſe of 
our £1 
X 


By Love we fulfill all thy 


Commands ; -and by making us 
Love, thou fulfilled'ſt all thy 
Fathers. By Love we arc re- 
conciled from Enemies to 
Friends : by Love we are tran- 
 Nlated from Death to Life : by 

Love we are deliver'd from the 
fear of Hell « by Love we are 
adopted to be Heirs of Hea- 
ven : by Love we are diſpoſed 
for that bliſsful viſion : by Love 
we are ſecur'd of the enjoy- 
ment of our God, who by the 
ſole perfeton of his _—_— 
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Goodneſs, can never deny him- 
ſelf ro any that love him ; elſe 
would their very loving him, 
be the cauſe of their Miſery, 
fnce the Miſery of a Soul 15 
the want of whart it loves. 


Thus , Lord, whate're thy 
Holy Scriptures record of thee, 
in expreſſions ſuited ro our 
low capacities : whate're they 
lay of thy reſtoring all things, 
and repairing aga!n the ruines 
of Mankind ; all is exaQtly ve- 
rified by this one line, which 


may our tharſkful hearts repeat 
with joy. Heaven 1s atratned 
by Love alone, and Love alone 
by thee, 


447 'Tueltty Vekors Parter: 
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+ The PRAYER: 


C5245 I coſy that Tan. 
aTworth; y, to, come before. 
thee, to draw ho unto thee, or 


.. *Yy out with the SP I am 
uriclean, I ani unclean 3 wnclean 
by Why pee! erraftion, which 
like 4 Leahroſie hav? overfpread 
all. the powtys and Seutie o 
", Soul; plat: wb, thoſe {2 num, 

eſs numb tr, 0}, f actual Tranſ- 
' 20Ns, Mi througbout the 
whole courſe of my life T have 
committed againſt thee. 

1. 

O Lord, what has my whole 
life veen, but a violation of thy 
quit and righteous Laws, and 4 
neglefling of that good which 
| hathibeen offer” d anto me ? Com- 
mitting much evil , who might 
have received much 200d, ſinning 
in much preſumption against thee, 

7% 
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in thy Nature, 5 thy Attribubes, | 

in thy Name; in thy word, in thy 

Worſhip againft on? another, in 

il! thoſe Relatiorts whereih tb 

baft placed me. | 
TIT. 

0 Lord, my ſins have not One- 
ly been multiplied, but aggraua- 
ted by thiſe circumſtances of 
Knowledge, of Love, of Mercy, 
wad of Fudgment; they have 
bren fins of a crimſon aye, be- 
cauſe teo often committed againit 
convictions of Conſcience , not 
withitanding the motuons of thy 
Sit, againft the Truth of thy 


> TY ind, againf tbe Wooing of thy 


_ Love, againit the Stroaks of thy 


Wrath, flif hardning my» Heart 
in Diſobedience and Rebellion 4- 
eainſt thee. 

« EY. 

T came therefore, O Lord, into 
thy preſence at this time, dil- 
claiming my own Righteouſneſs, 
and abhorring my ſelf jor all my 
jo rer wichedneſs ,* and onely. 
7" 
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in thy Name, for the Merit, and 
through the Mediation of ny 
dear Redeemer Chriit Feſus, in 
whom alone thou art well plta- 
ſed. Amen. 


© 
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MEDITATION VT, 
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John 11. $5o. It x expedient for 
us that one ſhould die for the 
people, and not the whole Na- 
tion periſh. 

[. 
Ord, ho the World fe- 
quites thy Love ! how in- 
grateful are' we fo thy bleſſed 

Memory ! we negligently for- 

pet thy Sacred Pathon, or ra- 

ther far wprte, our Sins renew 
thy Sufferings., While we de- 
prive others of their right, 
what do we elſe bur diveſt thee 
of thy Cloarhs ? while we de- 
light in Strife and Schiſms,whar 
do we elſe bur rend thy feam- 
leſs Coar? If we deſpiſe the leaſt 
of thy Servants, are we not as 
ſo many AHerods that ſcorn'd 

OS thee ? 
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thee ? 1f we for fear proceed a- 
gainft our Conſcience, how are 
we better than Pilate that con- 
deinned thee, 


IT. 

By forſaking thy will to fol. 
low our own, do we not chuſe 4 
Murtherer before thee ? by re- 
raining a ſharp and bitter Ma- 
lice, do we not give the Vine- 
gar and Gall to drink? by 
ſhewing no Mercy to the poor 
and afflicted, do we not paſs by 
thy Croſs as Strangers uncon- 
cern'd ? thus we again Crucify 
the Lord of Glory, and put him 


afreſh ro an open ſhame : Is 


this, O wretched we ! the Du- 
ty we pay to: the Sacred Me- 
mory of our dear Redeemer ? 
are theſe the Thanks our Gra- 
titude returns to that ſtrange 
excets of our Saviours Love. 


TIE. 

When we fat in darkneſs, he 
took us by the hand and kindly 
led us into his own light : we 
ſought not him , bur he came 

from 


— -=—_ wy wo 
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Far 
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from far to find us; we look'd 
not towards him, but his Mer- 
cy called after us 3 he call'd a- 
loud in the words of Tender- 


bought Souls, and I will receive 
you 3 repent, and though you 
had really cracified me, I will 
forgive you. 


I'V. f 
Behold, O bleſſed Jeſu, to- 


thee we come, and on thy holy 
'UCroſs faſten all our Confidence ; 
never will we unclaſp our faith- 
ful hold, till thy Grace has ſea- 
kd the Pardon of our Sins : 
never will we part from that 
Standard of Hope, till our trou- 
bied Con(ciences be diſmiſt in 
peace. Then will we ſtand 
and ſigh and weep , and every 
one humbly fay to thy Mercy, 
Jeſu, my God, I ſuffer violence, 
anlwer thou for me, my onely 

F 2 Sas 
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Saviour ; O ſenceleſs we , that 
ſo little confider what we do + 
gainſt our Saviour , or what he 
ſuffer'd for us. 

V. #4; 

Be filent, O my Soul, and 
thy Lord will anſiver for thee, 
be content and he 1s thy Secu- 
rity, be innocent and he will 
defend thee, be humble and he 
will exalt thee ; he will forgive 
thee all thou repenteſt ; he wil 
beſtow on thee more than thou 
askeſt : never let us fear the 
favour of our God, 1f we can 
bur eſteem and defire it ; he 
that ſo freely gave us himſelf, 
will he not with himſelf give 
us all things elſe? 1s not his 
painful Life and bitter Death a 
ſufficient pledge of his Love to 
us ? is not his 1nfinite Love to 
us ſufficient motive of our Duty 
ro him ? 

VI. 

A Duty to which we are 
many ways obliged, and where- 
In our Eternity 15 ſo highly con 

cern'd; 
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cern'd ; ſurely they have little 
Faith, and far leſs Hope, who 
doubt the Mercies of 1o graci- 
ous a God : Mercies confirm'd 
by a thouſand Miracles , and 
dearly ſeald by his own Bloud, 
that Innocent Bloud which was 
ſhed for us, to appeaſe the 
Wrath of his offended Father 
that Bloud, whoſe every prec1- 
eus drop was worthy to ſave fo 
many worlds. 
VIL 
O bleſt and all-redeeming 
Bloud, which flow'd fo freely 
from the fource of Life ! bathe 
our polluted Souls in thy clear 
ſtreams, and purge away all 
our foul Impurities. Cleanſe 
us, O merciful Lord, from our 
ſecrer Faults, and from thoſe 
darling Sins that moſt abuſe us ; 
waſh off the ſtains which qur 
Malice has cauſed in others, 
and thoſe which our weakneſs 
has received of them. Ler not 
them periſh by our occaſion, 
nor. us be undone by theirs 3 
K-93 bur 
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bur let our Charity aſſiſt us one 
another,and thy Clemency par. 
don us all. 

VIII. 

Pardon, O gracious Jelu, 
what we have been , and With 
thy holy Diſcipline corret 
what we are : order by thy 
Providence what we ſhall be, 
and in the end crown thy om 
Gifts. Shouldſt thou, O Lord, 
have dealt with us 1n rigour, we 
had long ſince been ſentenced 
to eternal Death ; long fince 
our guilty Souls had been 
fnarcht away, and hurried 
down to everlaſting rorments; 
but thy gracious Mercy has re- 
prieved our Lives, and given us 
ſpace to work out our Pardons, 
Thou art the Propirtiation for 
our Sins 3 and not for ours on- 
Iy, bur for the Sins of the whole 
world. 

I X. 

Now 1s the time of acce- 
Ptance, now 1s the day of Sal- 
vation :  Ler us demean out 

ſelyes 
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ſelves as the Servants of God in 
faſting and praying, in watch- 
ing, patience and Charity : 
now 1s the time of acceptarice 
with thee; now 1s the day of 
Salvation for us: Now let us 
mourn for our former Offences, 
and bring forth Fruis worthy 
of Repentance. Tf we, O Jeſu, 
have ticherto perſecuted. thee, 
and with our fins nailed thee 
on the Tree of Death ; now 
let our whole endeavours at- 
tend thy Service , and loyally 
conſpire to uncrucifie thetr 
Lord. 


XN. 

Ler us aſcend the Mount of 
Catvary, and often as we go kiſs 
thy holy ſteps : We kiſs thy 
ſteps when we love thy ways, 
and humble our ſelves and fol- 
low thee; +:Ler us there on our 
knees approach thy Croſs, and 
reverently cover thy naked Bo- 
dy;. we cover thee , when our 
Chariry cloaths thy Servants, 
and hides the Infirmines of thy 

T 4  litcle 
) . 
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little ones. Let us there with 
tendreft care unfaſten the nail; 
and gently draw them out «f 
thy hands and feet: we dra 
them out, when we freely obey 
thy will, and looſen our affect 
ons from cleaving to the 
World. 


Xl. 

Lord, when we thus have re- 
ſcu'd thee, and plac'd thee a 
£410 on thy Throne *of Glory; 
inſtead of thy felf, nail thou vs 
to the Croſs, who really de- 


ſerve what thou really indu- 
red'ſt. Cructfie our fleſh with 
the fear of thee, and plve us 
our Portion of Sorrow here: 
Crucifte the World 'to us, and 
us to the World ; that dead to 
1, we may live 1n. thee! at 
leaſt, live thou in us, O holy 
Jeſu! and fir our Souls for 66 
glorious a:Gueft, Enter into 
our hearts; and fill them with 
-':y (ef, that no room be left 
:-r any thing but thee. One 
vnecly hope we have, thy _ 

| 0 
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of us 3 one onely fear, our ne- 
gle of our ſelves. 


The PRAYER. 


T.* 

O God , who , to preſerve in 
reach of Happineſs thoſe 
whom thou preſerveſt in being, 
ſent'ſt down in the fulneſs of time, 
thy Son Chrift Feſus to ſave the 
world from ruine, into whych A- 
dam's fall had plung'd it ! and 
didft diz for us ſinners, that we 
might live. Fill our Souls, we 
beſtech thee,through deep.admira- 
tion of this thy exceſſive bounty, 
with an overflowing love of thy 
ſelf, infinitely fuller of Goodneſs 

than even thy ſelf canſt expreſs to 
Hs, - 

+ 4 

And grant that this love may 
ſo powerfully endear to us, our 
beavenly Maſter's ruling Pre- 
cepts and Example, that we may 
ſeriouſly contemplate, and medi- 
tate upon bys bitter Death and 
TY Paſ- 


Y 
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Paſſion, that our perfett obſerving 

them may reciprocally raiſe thi 
Love, till it fit us for our ont) 
bliſs, the Eternal Enjoyment of 
thee, through our Lord Feſu 
Chriſt, thy Son, and dur Saviour 
and Redeemer , who died upm 
the Croſs for our Sins , and voſt 
again for our Fuftification, who 
with thee and the Holy Ghofl, 
liveth and veigneth one God 
World without end. Amen. 


455 
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MEeviTatonVIL. 
Thurſday before Eaſter: 
Luke 23. 21. But they cried 


ſaying, Crucifie him, Trucifie 
him, 


h M* God, h. can complain 


of doing roo much , 1f 
they confider the labour of Je- 
ſus ? thoſe painful labours he 
ſo freely underrook, and mildly 
ſtoopt to his humble task ? 
When he might have flown on. 
the Wings of Cherubims, he 
choſe to walk with us Worms 
in the Daſt; when he mighit 
have called for Manna from 
Heaven, in; the ſweat of his 
brows he would cathis Bread ; 
when he might have made the - 
Angels his footſtool , he rather 
became the Servant of his Pa- 
rents, 
= 
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ts, living with them jn their 
ie Corrage, and readily 0- 
-ying even their leatt Com: 


a 
IT. 


There, 1n that humble pri- 
vacy heencreaſed in Wiſdom, 
and grew in Grace both with 

.God and Man; ſtill by his 
pious Candor, gaining the Love 
of thoſe happy few that ſaw his 
Life ; rhat ſaw thy holy Life, 
O glorious Jeſu, and heard with 
joy and wonder thy incompa- 
rable Sayings ; that felr a gentle 
motion ſtir heir hearts to love 
and 1mitace fo bleſt a Patern. 
: O that the ſame ſweet Spirit of 
Grace might draw our minds, 
dear Lord, to thee 3 O that we 
could , in every ape of our 
Life, ill actually refleR on the 
Example of thine. 
-#-3--SÞ Js 
"Thy "WAN 4 Lon were fil'd 
with holy Specularions, and-in 
the midſt of Buſineſs thy mind 
was $ free for Heaven ; Thy Con- 
ycrle 
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verſe with others ſpent no time; 
but beſtow'd every moment 1n 
excellent Charity , to 1nſtru& 
the Tgnorant, and reduce the 
Deceived ; to comfort the Af- 
fiited, and heal the Diſcaſed ; 
to convince the Froward, and 
abfolve the Penijtent, and per- 
wade all the world ro be true- 
ly happy. Tt was thy meat and 
drink ro do thy Father's Will ; 
O make 1t ours to perform 
thine; make us 1n every acti- 
on ſtz]l think on thee , what 
thou wouideſt counſel us to do ; 
what thou thy ſelf would'ſt do, 
O hlciſed Jeſu, 1f thou again 
wert here among us z and when 
we thus have learnt our duty, 
Lord make us do what thou 
haſt made us know. | 
; I' V. 


Take up thy Croſs , nd fol- 
low thy Lord , for his yoke 1s 
ſweet and his burthen light. My 
God, who can repine at ſuffc- 
r1ng too Much, 1f they remem- 
ver the afflitions of Jetus ? 

| 6-3 Thote 
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Thoſe many affli&ions he (o pa- 
tiently endured, and bore with 
ſilence all their weight, even 
from his humble Cradle, in the 
Grot of Bethelem , to his bitter 
Croſs on the Mount of Calvary. 
He humbled himſelf for us, and 
became obedient to death, even 
the death of the Croſs. 
V. 

How little do we read of 
glad and proſperous, how much 
of pains and grief, and perpe- 
tua] affronts ? Sometimes aban- 
don'd by his neareſt friends, 
and left alone among all his diſ- 
comforts 3 ſometimes purſued 
by his fierceſt enemies, and 
made the common mark of all 
their ſpite: ſometimes they 
plot to enſnare him in his 
words, and enviouſly ſlander 
his Miraculous deeds : ſome- 
times tumultuouſly they gather 
abut him, to gaze at and abuſe 
this man of Sorrows : ſome- 
tim 5 they furiouſly ſeize on 
his perſon , and hale and ar 

m 
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him along the ſtreers : at laſt 
they all conſpire to take away 
his Life, and condemn him to a 
ſharp and cruel Death. 

| VI. 

Have you not ſeen a harmleſs 
Lamb ſtand filent in the midſt 
of ravening Wolves? So ſtood 
the Prince of Peace and Inno- 
cence, beſieged with a ring of 
ſavage Jews. When they bla(- 
phem'd him, he replyed nor a- 
gain 3 and when they injuri- 
ouſly ſtruck him , he onely oh- 
ſeryed their raſhneſs; when 
they provoked him with their 
utmoſt malice, he pleaded their 
excuſe ; and when they kili'd 
him, he earneſtly prayed for 
their Pardon. O flirange 1n- 
gratitude of humane Nature , 
thus barbarouſ]y to crucifie the 
Worlds Redeemer ' O admira- 
ble Love of the Worlds Redee- 
mer, thus patiently to die for 
humane Nature : 

VIE 

Say row my Soul, for whom 

thy 
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thy deareſt Loxd endured all 
this, and infinjtely more, Canſt 
thou complain of thy little trou- 
bles, when the King of Glory 
was thus afflifed ? Canfſt thou 
complain of a meanly furniſhe 
Houſe, when the Son of God 
had not where to lay his head ? 
We were the badge of a cruci- 
fied Lord, and ſhall we ſhrink 
back at every croſs we meet ? 
We believed in a God that was 
crown'd with Thorns, and ſha!l 
we abide to tread on nothing 
but Roſes ? Before our eyes, O 
Jeſu, we fee the humble and 
meek, and ſhall thy Seryants be 
proud and inſolent ? 
VIIL 
We ſee thee travel up and 
down. poor and unregarded, 
and ſhall thy Followers ſtrive 
to be rich and eſteemed ? Thy 
charitable Labours were mal1- 
ciouſly ſlander'd, and ſhall not 
our faults have the patience to 
be reprov'd ? Thou diſdained'ſt 
not to be ca!ll'd 1n ſcorn, The 
_ Car» 
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Carpenters Son, and cannot our 
lowneſs bear a little diſparage- 
ment? 'O how unlike are we 
ro that bleſt Original, who de- 
ſcended from Heaven to be- 
come our Pattern! How do we 
go aſtray from that ſacred 
path, which the holy Jeſus tra- 
ccd with his own ſteps ? 
'TX. 

Pity, O dear Redeemer, the 
infirmities of thy Children, and 
ſtrengthen with thy Grace our 
fainting hearts 3 arm us, O glo- 
rious Conquerour of Sin and 
Death, againſt all the fears and 
terrors of this world : arm all 
our powers with thoſe Celeſtial 
Vertues of Faith, Hope, and 
invincible Love , that we may 
ſt1!] go on, and reſolutely meer 
whatever ſtands 1n our way to 
Heaven. - Since we mult ſuffer 
as Chriſtians and deſerve 1t as 
ſinners ; Lord, let us bear it as 
becomes thy Servants : unwor- 
thy are we, O Lord, of the leaſt 
cf thy Favours ; O ler thy paſ- 

ſion 
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what thou has ſuffered for us, 
and what we have done againſt 
our ſelves : I am amaZz'd at the 
wonders of thy Goodneſs, atd 
confounded ar the vileneſs of 
our miſery : our 'Sins were the 
cauſe of thy cruel Death, ye: 
ſtill we permit them to live in 
us. Weentertain the worſt of 
thine Enemies, and treache- 
rouſly lodge them in our own 
boſoms , prefering a petty In- 
tereſt before thy Heaven,a tran- 
fitory Pleaſure before eternal 
Felicity. 

, XI. | 


Many we confeſs are the Fol- 
lies of our life, and our conſcien- 
ces tremble at their own great 
guilt : many are the times thou 
haſt graciouſly pardon'd us, and 
fill we relapſe & abuſe thy Cle- 
—_ The memory of our 
Tranſgreſſions 1s bitter to 

an 


and the thoughts of our Tnpra- 
ritue extreamly afflits us ; bur 
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15 there, O my Jeſu, any ſtain ſo 
foul which thy precious Bloud 
cannot waſh away ? Is there 


any heap of Sins ſo vaſt, ro ex- 
ceed the: number of thy infi- 
nite Mercies? O no, thou canſt 
forgive more than we can of- 
fend 3 but thou wilt not forgive 
unleſs we fear to offend ; unleſs 


we ſeek torthee - for- Peace and 

Reconcilement,and humble our - 

ſelyes in thy holy preſence. 
XI1 


Wherefore, behold, O Lord, 
we fall down at thy crucified 
feet, and there ask Pardon for 
our perverſe Aﬀections: reve- 
rently we kiſs thy plerced 
hands, and implore forgiveneſs 
of our wicked ations : hum- 
bly we falute thy bleeding fide, 
and ſupplicate thy Grace to pu- 
rife our Intentions. Open 
thon, O Lord , our lips to ac- 
cuſe our Crimes, that we bluſh 
not to confeſs what we fear'd 

not 
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not to do; : make us confeſ 
our fins unto thee in an humble 
manner, then thou, out of thine 
abundant Goodneſs, wilt aſfſu- 
redly pardon us : extend thy 
Mercy, O Lord, over all thy 
Works, ſince thy ſelf has de- 
clared, *tis above all thine 
OWN, 


The PRAYER: 


| T. 

Ooh up, my Soul, on thy cru- 

, cified Lord, look up and 
ſee the utmoſt extremity of Di- 
wine Love: already we had car- 
ried on to a fair degree the 
Work of our -Redemption , bn 
Faſting and Praying , in Tra- 
velling aud Preaching , in do- 
ing Miracles, and bearing Inju- 
ries 3 but now, to finiſh all with 
one incomparable Charity , be- 
hold he ſuffers even Death it ſelf, 
and Death upon the Croſs. Look 
down, O Lord , we beſtech ther, 
upon 
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upon 115, for whom our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chrift vouchſaſt to be be-+ 
trayed into the hands of the 
Wicked, and undergo the Tor- 
ments of the Croſs, who witb 
thee and the Holy Ghoſh, lives 
aud reigns one God world withs- 
end, Amen. 
IT. | 
O God, who by the mortifying 
Diſcipline of Lent, hat graciouſ- 
ly diipoſed us for the ſolemn Sea- 
ſon if cloſer Preparation to cele- 
brate the Memory. of our Savt- 
onr's bitter Paſſion, make us 
now, we beſeech thee, ſo de- 
voutly attend to, and throughs 
ly meditate every circumſtance of 
this dear Myſtery, that our 
Lord Feſus may appear cruci- 
fird even before our eyes, and 
melt our hearts with ſuch ten- 
der Compaſſion , as may bill in 
them all Sin, the (ole Cauſe 
of his Sufferings, and fit us by 
a perfeft Love of him, for a 
bappy part in by glorious Re- 
ſur- 
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ſurreftion, through the ſame our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, to whom with 
thee and the Holy Ghsſt, lives 
and reigns ever one Goa, world 
without end, Amen. 

Col 
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MEDITATION VIIL 
Good Friday. 


Matth. 2 7. 50» Feſus , when be 
had cried again with a loud 
voice, yielded up the Ghoſt, 


Gta we ——_ my Soul, to 
day ? ſhall we not mourn 
at the Funeral of our dear Re- 
deemer ? Such, Oh my Lord, 
was the exceſs of thy Goodnel:, 
to derive Joys for us from chine 
own Sorrows : thou forbad'ſt 
thy Followers to weep for thee, 
and reſerved'ſt to thy ſelf alore 
the Shame and Grief : thou 1r.- _ 
riteſt all the world ro glor _ 
thy Croſs, and commandeſt 

to delight 1n the memory of 
thy Paſhon, 

Il. 


Sing then, all you Low 
| ught 
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bought Nations of the Earth, 
fing Hymns of Glory to the Ho 
ly Jeſus; ſing every one who 
pretends to Felicity, ſing 1m- F 
mortal praiſes to the God of 
our Salyation ; to him, who for 
us endur'd ſo much ſcorn, and 
patiently received ſo many Jn- 
juries; to him, who for us 
ſweat drops of bloud,and drank 
of the Dregs of his Fathers I. 
Wrath: to the Eternal Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, who for 
us was ſlain by the hands of the 
wicked ; who for us was led a- 
way as a Sheep to the Slaughter, 


and as a meek Lamb open'd 
not his mouth. 


| ITI. 
Whither, © my God, did 
"thy Compaſſion carry thee! 
How did thy Charity too far 
prevail with thee ! Was it not 
enough to become man for us, 
bur rhou muſt expoſe thy ſelf 
roall our miſeries ? was 1t not 
enough to labour all thy Life, 
but thou muſt ſuffer for us yy 
* the 
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Awake, my Soul, and ſpeedi- 
ly prepare "e richeſt Sacrifice 
of 
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of himBle praiſe : awake, and 
ſimmonal! thYthoughts ro make 
hafte, /and-4dore our great Re- 
deemer ; for now 'tis time we. 
ſhould reverently go, ang offer 
our hearts at the footof hisCrok; 
thither ler us fly from the trou- 
bles of the world ; there lety 
dwell among the Mercies. ef 
Heaven, under the ſhade of that 
happy Tree ler us kneel, ahd 
often look up to our deareſt 
Lord : let us remember every 
paſſage of his Love, and be ſure 
that none eſcape our Thanks: 
Ler ns compaſſionate every 
ſtroak of his Death, and one by 
one ſalute his Sacred Wounds, 

VI. 

Bleſt be the hands that 
wroughr ſo many Miracles, and 
were bor'd with cruel nail; 
bleft be the feet that ſo often 
travelled for us, and art laſt were 
namercifully faſtned to thc 
Croſs: bleſt be the head whic 
was crowned with Thorns ; th 
Head thar ſo induſtrion 

ſtudiec 
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ſtudied our Happineſs : bleſt be 
the Heart whith- was pierced 
with a ſpear , the Heart that fo 
paſhonately lov'd our Peace : 


? : 
7 bleſt be the entire Perſon of our 
| Crucified Lord, and may all our 
w- | Powers joyn in his Praiſe, in 


thy Eternal Praiſe, O gracious 


yr Jeſu, and the ravihing thoughts 
har | of thy incomparable fweet- 
hd neſs. 


VIL 
O what excels of kindneſs 
was this! whar ſtrange extre- 
mity of Love and Piry! the 
Lord 1s fold, that the Slave may 
be free ; the Innocent-condem- 
ned, that the Guilty may be fa- 
ved ; the Phyfician 1s ſick, thar 
the Patient maybe cured ; and 
God himſelf dies, that Man 
may live. Tell me, my- Soul, 
when firſt thou haſt well confi- 
I dered, and look'd about among 
all we know 3; tell me, who e- 
yer wiſht -us ſo much good ? 
who ever loy'd us with ſo much 
tenderneſs ? 
V 2 VIIL 
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VIIL. 

Whar have our neareſt friends 
done for us, «or even our Pa- 
rents in compariſon of this 
Charity? No leſs than the Son 
of God came down te redeem 
us; no leſs than his own dear 
Life was the price he paid for 
us : What can the favour of the 
whole world promiſe us, com- 

to. this miraculous Boun- 

ty? No leſs than the joys of 

Angels are become our Hope, 

no leſs than the Kingdom of 

heaven is made ourInherirance, 
13, * 

To thes, O God, we owe our 
ſelves, for making us after thine 
own Image ; to thee, O Lord, 
we owe more - than our ſelves, 
for redeeming us with the 
Death of thine onely Son ; nor 
were our ruines ſo ſoon repair- 
ed, as at firſt our Being was cafi- 
ly produced. Thy Power to 
create us ſaid but one word, 
and 1mmediately we became a 
kving Soul: but thy Wiſdom 

bl p r0 
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to redeem us, both ſpake much» 
and wrought more, and ſuffer'd 
moſt of all: to redeem us, he 
humbled himſelf ro this low 
World, and all the Infir- 
mities of our miſerable Nature, 


R. 

He patiently endur'd hunger 
and thirſt , and -the malictous 
affronts of enraged enemies : 
how many times did he hazard 
his Life , ts ſuſtain with Cou- 
rage the Truths of Heaven ! 
How many tears did he. ten- 
derly weep , in compaſſion of 
his blind ingrateful Country ! 
how many drops of bloud did 
he ſhed in that doleful Garden, 
and on the bitter Croſs ! The 
Croſs, where after three lon 
hours of grief and ſhame, an 
intolerable pains, he meekly 
bowed his fainting head, and 1a 
the agony of Prayer yielded up 
the Ghoſt. þ 

X 1. 

So ſets the glorious Sun in 

ſad Cloud, and leaves our Earth 
V 3 
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j3n darkneſs 'and diſorder ; but 
gocs to ſhine 1mmedyately in 
the other World, and ſoon re- 
turns again and brings us light, 
and fo doſt thou, dear Lord, 
and more ; thy very darkneſs 
1s our light : *ris by thy death 
we are made to live, and b 

thy wounds our ſores are heal, 

XII. 

O my ador'd Redeemer, who 
took'ſt upon thee all our Mile- 
ries, to impart to us thine own 
Felicities : Can we remembet 
thy Labours for us, and not be 
convinc'd of our Duty to thee? 
Can our cold hearts recount thy 
Sufferings, and not be inflam'd 
with the Love that ſuffer'd? 
Can we believe our Salvation 
coſt thee fo dear, and live as if 
to be ſaved were not worth our 
paths ? Ingrateful we, how do 
we ſlight the Goodneſs of our 
God ! how careleſly comply 
wich his gracious Deſign. For 
all his Gifrs he requires no 0- 
ther return, than ro hope ſtill 

more, 
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more, and deſire: Qill greater 
Bleſſings, : for all his jy he 
ſeeks no other praiſe , than,our 
following his ſteps to arrive at 


his Glory. | 
XI11. 


O glorious Telu, » behold to 
thee we ns and humbly kiſs 
the Duſt in honour of thy 
Deaths hold Nor ow? we 

bow to 1 thy B &» 
and the Hy Nſtance of thy 
ſpecial 'Grace, that we ma 
wean Our affe&ions from all 
.Yain defires,, and clear our 
thoughes from all impertineat 
fancies 3 then ſhall our hyes 
be entirely dedicated to thee, 
and all the faculties of our 
Souls to.thy holy Seryice : our 
minds ſball contin illy ſtud 
thy Knowledge, and. our wills 
grow cyery day ſtronger in th 
Love F our S— [ 
faithfully lay up thy Mercies, 
and both nhe and heart ſhall 
ſing for ever, Come let us glo- 
ry inthe ny y our — _ 


476. "Good Friday. 
* ſus Chriſt; in whom is our Life 


and Health, and ReſurreRi- 
A 


The PRAYER 


- L. 
Eternal Father, who ſent} 
aown thy onely Son to »t- 
deem the world inſlav'd to Sin 
and Satan, by. aſſuming our ſail 
Nature, and powerſully teaching 
#5, both by "Word and Examylt 
its fole way to that Bliſs jor 
which we. are treated © grant, 
we bimbly beſtech thee, that the 
conrinual memory of bis bitttr 
Paſſion, and Death on the Croſs, 
may beget in 145 an utter diſualut 
. of the Good's or I'!s we meet with 
here, compar'd to the advancing 
our ſelves or others in the efleem 
of what we” hope hereafter; 
through the ſame Lord TFeſus 
Chriſt, thy Son, who With thi 
and thy Holy” Spirit, liveth and 
reagneth one God world without 
ena, "Amen. 
| Il. 
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II. 

O God, who at the price of thy 
onely Son's laſt drop on the Croſs, 
hoſt won ouy bearts from this lift, 
and all the Goods of it, to the ſole 

Purſuit and hopes of tby ſelf in E- 
ternity, poſſeſs, we beſtech thee, 

and abſolutely diſpoſe of what 
tho haſt ſo dcarly paid for : mor- 
tifying us to this world, and con- 
firming our Courage to fight 
manfully under the Banner of our 
crucified Feſus , that -we fland 
the ſhock of all Temptations, and 
nothing in Life or Death be able 
to ſeparate us from thy Love in 
bim, our glorious Redeemer. 

III. 

O God, whoſe provident Mev- 
O, ye every day 4 new 
branch of the Tree of Knowledge 
to us, whence the evening may 
gather freſh variety of Fruits, fit 
to nouriſh thoſe Souls whom thy 
Grace bas brought to feed on the 
Tree of Life, the Croſs of Feſus 3 
grant, we humbly beſeech thee, 
that no experience of good e- 

83 
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evil which this day bas afforded 
may be loſt on us ; but whate re 
, of moment has hapned to our 
Jelves or others, may, by ſeaſo- 
nabl? and minute ruminatign, 
be fitted to render us more Ski 
ful in diſcerning the true value 
and uſe of this State in all its 
poſtures, and ſtronger to ſacrifice 
a) with our Saviour our whole 
Concerns, and being here, to thy 
Wil, and the ſole advance of thy 
Glory, which at length will ſurely 
crown thy Servants with immor- 


tal Bliſs, thronugh our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſlt, thy Son, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, lives and 
reigns ever one God, world 
without end. Amen, 


479 


MEDITATION IX. 
E2Fer Even. 


Matth. 27. $9, 60. And when 
Foſeph had taken the Body, 
he wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which be had hewn 
ont in the rock, and be rolled a 
great fione to the door of the 
Sep:lchrs and departed. 


IQ 

'TF we rejoyced for our ſelves. 
in the Sufferings of our 
Lord, let us now rejoyce for 
him , that his Sufferings are 
ended : now that the Fowlers 
net 1s broken , and the meek 
and innocent dove efcapt 3 now 
that the Cup of Birterneſs is 
paſt away , and never poſhble 
ro return again : never again, 
© deareſt Jeſu, ſhall rhoſe bleſt 
| eyes 
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eyes weep., nor thy holy Soul 
be forrowful -ro death ; never 
ſhall thy precious Life be ſub. 
jet any more to the bloudy 
, malice of ambizious Hypo- 
CTIteS. 


IT 

Never ſhall thy Innocence a- 
ny more be expoſed to the bar- 
barous fury of an ingratefu! 
multirude ; but theu ſhalt live 
and reign for ever”; and al 
created Nature perpetually a- 
dore thee. O happy end of 
well - endur'd Afﬀii&ions! 0 
bleſſed fruits that ſpring from 
the Croſs of Jeſus ! look up, my 
Soul, and ſee thy crucified 
Lord fit glariouſly- inthroned 
at the right hand of his Fa- 
ther. | 

III. 

Behold the ragged Purple 
now tuyrn'd into g Robe of 
Light, and the ſcornful Reed in- 
£0 a Royal Scepter 3 the wreath 
of Thorns is grown into, a 
{parkling Diadem,- and all his 

{cars 
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ſcars polliſhr into brightneſs ; 
his tears are al} now chang'd 
Into 03s and the Laughter of 
his Perſecutors. into ſad De- 
ſpair. Hered- long fince pert- 
ſhed 1n miſerable contempr,and 
Pilateſtill rrembles with ever- 
laſting* fears 3 the impenitent, 
Jews are fcatter'd o're the 
world, to atteſt his Truth,” and 
their own obdurate Blindneſs; 
but himſelf is ' crown'd with 
eternal Triumphs 3 and the 
Souls he has redeem'd , ſhall 
ſing his ViRories for ever. 
TV 


Bleſſed be thy Name, O Holy 
feſu, and bleſſed be the Mer 
of chy Proyidence , who ha 
caft our lot in theſe times of 
Grace , and defign'd our Birth 
in the days of Light; when we 
may clearly ſee our ready 'way, 
and direQtly go on to our glo- 
rious end. Till thou appear- 
ed'ſt, O thou onely Light 
of the world , our miſerable 
Earth Iay cover'd with datk- 


nels ; 
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neſs : till thou wear'ſt away, 
O thou Soyeraign Lord of Li 
thy Saints ſat expefing thee 
1n the ſhades of death. 

V. 

The Kingdom' of Heaven 
was cloſe ſhut up , and none 
permitted to behold thy Glo 
ry : ſoon as thine own affi} 
ons were ended , thou did'ſ 
communicate thy Joys to al 
the World : all that eſteemed 
ſo bleſt a ſight, and ſtood pre- 
par'd to entertain thy coming: 
as for the reſt , whoſe eyes are 
ſhut, or turned away by their 
own malice, rhy preſence yields 
them no more Joy, than Light 
to thoſe who will nor ſee 1t; 
bur the hearts that love thee 
thou filleſt with Gladneſs, and 
overfloweſt them with an 0- 
cean of keavenly delights. 

V 


Praiſe our Lord, O you Chil 
dren of men, praiſe him as the 
Author of all your Hope: 
' * Praiſe our Lord, © you bleſſed 
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of Heaven, praiſe him as the fi- 
mſher of all your Joys: ſing, 
O you reverend Patriarchs, and 
holy Prophets, ſing Hymns of 
Glory to the great Meſs ; 
ſing and oe all you anci- 
ent Saints, who ſo long repoſed 


in the boſom of Abrahan, bring 
forth your beſt and pureſt In- 
cenſe, and humbly offer it ar 
the Throne of the Lamb, the 
Lamb that was ſlain from the 
beginning of the World ,. by 
the ſprinkling of whoſe Bloud 


you all were ſaved, 

Y I I 
O ſtill ſing on the Praiſes -of 
the King of Peace, and bleſs for 
ever his vitorious Mercy; 'twas 
he diſſolved the Power of. 
Darkneſs, and brake aſunder 
the bars of Death; *"rwas he 
came down to vifit your Pri- 
ſons , and led you away out of 
the ſhades of Sorrow : how d1d 
your glad eyes ſparkle with joy 
t9 ſee art laft your defired Re- 
deemer ? how were your ſp1- 
rits 
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rits tranſported with delight, 
to behold the ſplendors of h 
glorious preſence ? 
VIII. ; 

© ye fooliſh , when will je 
underſtand the gracious Prov: 
dence of our Lord in chaſtning 
whom he loves , and ſcourgit 
every child he receives. Gol 
1t ſelf 1s tried in the fire, and 
the faithful man in the Furnace 
of Afﬀi;&ion ; we are bought 
with a price, even the moſt 
precious Sweat and Bloud of 
Jeſus ; henceforth to call hin 
Maſter,. whoſe Service 1s pet- 
fe&t Freedom, and gives us &- 
fetual power to become the 
Sons of God : the chains fell 
off our hands and feer, where 
rhine , dear Redeemer , werc 

pailed to the Croſs, 


Eaſy Even. 48 < 


The PRAYER. 


'$ yp who baﬀt ſubmitted 
thy onely Son , our Savi- 
our Feſus, to expire on the Croſs, 
and drſcend into the Grave, 
that he might deftroy the Life of 
Sin, and bury the terrour of 
Death, grant, we beſeech thee, 
they may never revive, or rſt a- 
gain to tempt or fright us from 
the ways of Vertue, nor (bake 
this. ſure and fundamental 
Truth, which thy Grace has laid 
in our hearts, that the greateſt 
miſchieſs our Saluation can coſt ' 
us here are but momentary, and 
work above meaſure exceedingly 
3n 4s an eternal weight of Glory, 
through the ſame our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, thy Son , who with thee 
and the Holy Gbeft, lives and 
reigns one God, world without 
tezrd, Amen. 


486 
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MEDITATION. RX. 


} 
On Eafier day. 


Matth. 28. 6. He is not het; 
for he is riſen, as be ſaid: 
.come ſee the place where thi ſl. 
Lord lay. 


I. 

Death, where is thy Sting! 

O Grave, where 1s thy 
Victory ! Chriſt is riſen from 
the dead, and become the firſt 
fruits of them that ſlept; the 
Lord of Life 1s riſen again, and 
has cloath'd himſelf with in- 
mortal Glory : he that raiſed 
up Jeſus, will alſo raiſe us up, 
.and refine our vile fleſh into t 
likeneſs of his glorious Body: 
worthy 1s the Lamb that was 
ſlain, to receive Power, and 
Dignity, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour,and Glo- 


Ty, 
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ry, and Bleſſing for ever and 
ever. 
I T. 

Sing to our Lord a Pſalm of 
Joy 3 ſing Praiſes to the God of 
our Salvation ; ſing with a loud 
and chearful voice ; ſing with a 
glad and thankful heart ; ſay 


df tothe weak of Spirit, be ſtrong, 


and to the ſorrowful, be of good 
Comfort ; tell all the world this 
Soul-reviving Truth, and may 
their hearts within *em leap to 
hear it;tell them the Lord of life 
is riſen again, and has,cloath'd 
himſelf with immortal Glory. 
He made the Angels Meſſengers 
of his Vi&Rory , and vouchſaft 
even thy ſelf ro bring us the 
joyful news. " 


How many ways did thy 
Mercy invent, O thou wiſe 
contriver of all our Happineſs ! 
to convince thy Followers into 
this bleſt Belief, and ſettle 1n 
their hearts a firm ground of 
Hope ? Thou appeared'ſt to 

rhe 
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the holy women in their retunſ 
from the Sepulchre,and opendiiſh 
their eyes to know and adonſh 
thee; thou overtook'ſt in the 
way the two that diſcourſt off 
thee , and mad'ſt their heart 
burn within them to hear thee 
thou ſhewd'ſt thy ſelf on th 
ſtedfaſt ſhore, ro thy weary D- 

ſciples labouring at Sea. | 

I Vo * 


Labouring, alas, all night in 
vain, withour the Bleſſing of 
their beloved Jeſus : thou 
ſhewd'ſt thy ſelf, and told'ſ 
them who thou wert, 1n thefl 
kind known token of a bel 
neficial miracle 3 through the 
doors, though ſhut, thou ſwiftly 
paſſed'ſt, to carry Peace to thy 
comfortleſs Friends, to encou- 
rage their Fears with thy pow- 
erful preſence, and ſecure their 
Faith by. thy charitable Argu 
ments, 


| V. 
How did'ft thou condeſcend. 
vo cat before them , and — 
em 
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hem to touch thy impaſſible 
unBody ! how did'ſt thou ſweetly 
nal@rovoke that incredulous Ser- 
Fant ro thruſt his hand 1nto thy 
ounded fide ? A&ions we 
Wnow unfit for thy glorified 
-aMate., bur abſolutely neceſſary 
Wor our ſlow belief. How often, 
BO my gracious Lord , 1n thoſe 
bleſſed forty days did thy Cha- 
ity laſt to-meet with thy Di- 
| Wſciples! that thou mighreſt 
teach them ſt1]l ſome excellent 
Truth, and imprint ſtill deeper 
thy love in their hearts, diſ- 
courſing perperually of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and eſta- 
j —_ means to bring us thi- 
ther. 


VI. | 
Raiſe up thy head, O my 
* $Soul, and look up , and behold 
*Fthe Glory of thy crucified Sa- 
viour : he that was dead and 
*F laid in the Grave, low enough 
toprove himſelf Man, 1s riſen 
again & aſcended into Heaven, 
high enough to prove _— 
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God : he 1s riſen ard made th: 
Light lys Garment, and con- 
manded the Clouds ro be Cha: 
riot of his Triumph, the Gats 
of Heaven obeyed their Lord 


and the everlaſting doors opens 
ed to the King of Glory. 
VII, 


who expreſly wenr'ft thither to 
make way for thy Followers! 
what have we on Earth, by out 
Hope, by following thee, to ar- 
r1ve at laſt where thou art gone 
before us 2 

VIIE 
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5 VAIL 

© glorious Jeſu,our Strength, 
our Joy, and the 1mmortal 
Life 'of all our Souls! be thou 
the principal Subje& of our 
Studies, and daily entertain- 
ment of our moſt ſerious 
Thoughts. Draw us, O deareſt 
Lord, from the World and our 
ſclves, thar we be not entangled 
with any Earthly defires. Draw 


I ns after. thee , and the Odours 


of thy. Sweetneſs , that we may 
run with delight, the way of 
thy Commands: draw us up to 
thee and” thy Throne of Bliſs, 
that we may ſee thy Face, and 
rejoyce with thee for ever 1 

thy Kingdom. | 
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The PRAYER, 


God, whoſe gracious Provi- 
dence reſtores to thy Church 
the Face and Voice of holy Ex- 
ultation, by the triumpbant Feſti- 
* wal of 9ur Saviours Reſurreftion! 
Grant , we humbly befeech thee, 
that the Foy which ſhines in our 
- Looks, may flame in our Hearts, 
and by purifying them, make it 
worthy of thoſe bigh and glorious 
bopes, ſo firmly ſealed to-us by this 
days experience, of riſing again 
at laft from our Graves, and rt- 
joycing thenceforth for ever, in 4 
State of bliſsful Immortality, 
through our Lord Feſus Chrift thy 
Son, who with thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt lives and reigns one God 
World without end, Amen. 


1530637 0235bto 4's 
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On EaRtr Mindey ond  Taiſly 


Ur Lord YE, was dead and 
| buried , . roſe again. the . 
third. day, -loofing the Sorrows 
of Hell,, according.as 'twas im- 
poſſible-that he ſhould be hol- 
den of it ; He left his Grave(b 
not our Earth, rill he had rai- 
ſeda Cloud o Witneſſes ro his 
ReſurreCion. £ ail 
L 
Every day-of forty he ap- 
pear'd ro, ſome or ocher.of his 
Diiciples,zo confirm. their Faith, 
and open their Lnderſtandings, 
X ElF » Hearts . tO 
10n, from. them. 
Chriſt che xhifd; 1d; roſe again, 
according zo the S Land 
vas ſeen of, Cepbas, after that T7 
the Eleven, then of more than 


X five 
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five hundred Brethren toge. 
tker. moreover of Fames then; 
of all rhe'Apoſtles thy Teſtimo.F 
nies, O Lord, arc render'd eyen 
t00 ctedible by fo great a'Cloud 
of Wha enconpetiing uy 


Bring to our Lord all you hi 
Servants, bring to our Lord the 
Sacrifice! of Praiſe; bring -t» 
our-Lord all you Nartons of the 
Earth, bring Hymns: of Glory 
to his great: Name : He j$ouw 
God, and we lirs People, cit 
ted by |:t3 Goodneſs ro be haf 
py for ever :- He is our Redtt, 
mer, and we his Purchaſe, + 
ſtor'd by kits DPearh to a better 
Eternity. | ; 

Let us Farn of him, andh 
-will reach'us 'his wiys 3 kr 
-follow hint,” and' we fhall walk 
Jn the Light ;-for the Law'aml 
-11s Fypes were piven by 41:oft 
«but Grace and - Trarth camet 
Telus Chriſt.- Came let 'us"& 
S$<nid co ci: Houfe of cur"Lotl 
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and celebrate w- day with a 
oly Joy, imploring his Mer 
for a we need,'and-bleſhng bis 
Bounty for all we have. 
; p V. | . , 
Come lets adore our Go 
tat redeenvd us, and blefſed 
xe the Mercy of our God, who 


” an 33 Tn * 


as left-nb- way untry'd , that 
Fould poſſibly recover us ; who . 
3” Mot onely- offers us Salvation, 
omake usaccept it. All's one 
o thee, O mighty Lord ! whe+ 
er, Joy or, Sorrow:, ſo mans 
- Wherefore, O my-Soul, and all 
tis within me bleſs his Holy 
ae. | 


but lays in means before-hand 
: ind be ſav'd-;, Blefs the Lord 
rc 


1 he 


VI. 
Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, 
+ glorious Son of God ! and 
Ly Picſſcd be thy Mercy for ever : 
hou haſt perfe&ly fulfilled all 
y Prophets forerold, and infi- 
»Witcely tranſcended all the Won- 
(Wcrs they admird ; thou haſt 
Wonc enough ro convince us in- 


X 2 : | 


496" ani Tucſday: 

I, and ſuffer'd'roo mn 
20 flare uyindi us with thy ww ble 
ſed be wm _ i Ooh 
rious Son of God 
be thy Mercy for ——— 


( 
| 


\'S 1 
| By ſeeking our ſelves in thi 
World of Vanity, we loſe botlly/ 
thee, O Lord , and ourow 
Souls; b ſecking/our ſelves 
thee and thy Love , we im 
both thee and'our own Hap 


\N 

4 

| 

en already a (well 
neſs, _Aoyuac ron 4 end 
=3J in a fivecrer fruitioalſ 
ry. Thou art, OLord,'® 
EN. wer of al we hav) | 
thou art che Faithful Pro uiet  |þ 
of all we expect. | 
4 
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The PRAYER. 


\ God,. whoſe graciqus Provi- 
dence eſtabliſht the impor- 

tant Faith of our Lords Roſur- 
reftion , by bis frequent conver- 
ſing with his Diſciples and Fol- 
if lowers, the pace of Forty days 
of «ſter.3u all moſt convincing Cir» 


ol cxnſtances | Grant, -we humbly 


_ beſeech tbee, that by its proper 
tl 09 6ct 7 oe ek 
70n Bury. 


fo longer by Faith , kt with , 
theſe very £yes -we ſhall ſee him 
far ever, whbo-with.thee and the 
3 Holy Ghoſt lives and reigns tuer 

one God world without ind. A- 
men, ; 


X 3 Mzpr- 


Megevbirartion XIL./ 


On the Aſcenſion, and whitſun 
gay. : 


Luke 24. 5r. And it- came t 
- paſs, while hi bleſſed them, 
was parted from them, ani 
earried up into Heaven," \ 
Adts-17. 1. And when the dnl 
of Pentecofi-whs fully ' rom; 

- "they were ll with one adcoil 
- bn one place, 666 0A 
FTFENY Noviſh work 
= an me or 

wok thi and fee how pur» 

| Rally thy Faithful Lord'p#: 
forms his Word. - When fe 
had finiſhr here 'rhat- glorions 
Work which his Goodneſs ut 
dertook for our Redemprion; 
when he had told us what we 
eight to do, and what to ſuffer 
for the Kingdom of — 
when 


"Y a? " — ws wow as M09 


On the Aſcenſion, tc. 499 
when he himſelf had done more 


than he required of us, and ſuf- 
fer d more than -our boldeſt 


© hopes: could expect of: him ; 


EE 


23 TT oHRTSz 


TD ns 
TI 


af v oa buy - 
Ek > 


when he had wrought ourSalva- 
tion ſo far, that he ſaw-his 
abſence more expedient for 
US, | 1 
TRE IT | 

;. He irit prepares the Hearcs 
of his Diſgples , and comforts 
their Sorrows with theſe ſweer 
words ; Children, I wil not 
legue yors Orphans , but I will 
gray the, Father, and heſhall give 
you another Comforter , even the 
Spirit of Truth , who ſhall teach 
you-all things; and bring to 
your remembrance whatever IT 


have (aid.” Peace T leave with 


Jou, 'my Peace T give you, let not 
1047 heart be troubled, nor let it 


be. afraid. I g0 to my Father, 


and to your Father, to my God 


and to your God ; I go to prepare 


& plaze for you, that where I am, 


thire.you may be alſo. Ro 
a RX 4 119 


$00" On the Aſcenſion, 


Dn” FTTI. 

This faid, 'he led them forth Wl 
together ,' ay4 pave them'hij 

 Bleifing3 and+ parting from! 

theni went -away into Heaveit. ſt 
So loving Morhers , -when -the 
weaming-rime 'is eome ,'' with i 
draw themſelves from their bs 
Joved Children. But whikf 
they thus deprive their tender 
_ ones of __ own Fol 
ear and all-ſupplying preſence, 
they-ſtil! depure ome -Gajthfil 
friend to -affiſt them 3 "ot 
thongh they leave *em., the 
mean not toforſake em. + Su 
and'far greater.was the Care 
our God ,"as' his Love is ar 
greater than tharof Mothers. | 
IT DV," 50 

He ſaw tt- neceſſary for # 
myfterious a Faith,ro be ſhewn 
Ina clear and fupernaty 
Light, ro «the firſt -Belteye 
that they mighr confidemtly ref 
knew fo 'infallibly was certaft 
to themſelves : He faw-it.ncethi8 


and Whitſund ay: gol 

ary -for ſo. perverſe .a world» 
to. infuſe. into its firſt Conver? 
ters .the ,fulneſs of Charity 3 
that with an-ardent Zeal they 
might inſtru& heir hearers 3 
nd with 2 patient courage 0- 
i prceties heb early 
ww it | variety 
of Nations, to furniſh his Prea- 
hers with variety of Tongues, 
at they might teach every 
ne in their Native-Speech, and 
nderſtand their Doubts , and 

Watisfie their, Objections. 
V 


Wherefore , when the ap> 
pointed time was come, as all 
he Works, .of God go forth in 
heir fitteſt Seaſon, When the 
iſciples:, were gather'd toge- 
her 1n one .mind and place, 
do ſo.cxcellemly diſpoſed for 
e viſits, of Heaven. When 

2y had long continued 1n ar- 

lent Prayer, and wrought 
alhcir affe&ions to the utmol! 
eboint of defire , ſuddenly there 
$2 made a ſound from Hea- 
X 5 ven, 


th 
his 
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fl 
be. 
wh 
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wv 
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ol 
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hen, whence every. good and 
perfe& Gift deſcends 3 a vehe. 
ment wind filf & the whok 
Houſe; for the Grace of God 
1s ſtrong and liberal. Behold, 
orr the head of each -ſate 1 
Tongue as of Fire; the prope- 
reſt Inablements to convert the 
world. 
3 VI. 

While they were all 1llumj- 
nated with a pure light, and all 
inflam'd with a fervent heat; 
and to communicate both to 
every Nation, were all indyed 
with the gift of Language. 
Thus was the Promiſe of our 
Lord falfilled ; thus was the 
Meſſengers of everlaſting Peace 
Prepar'd, miraculouſly Bap- 
tiz'd with the Holy Ghoſt and 
Fire, and perfettly qualified for 
their great Commiſſion , to 

reach to every Creature this 
happy Goſpel, He that bel; 
«1d is baptix'a ſhall be ſaved. 


The 


50$ 


The PRAYER 
On Aſcenſion-day. 


Lone be thy merciful Provi- 
B ence, O Feſu ! who, when 
thou badſt finiſht thy great 
Work on Earth, aſcendeſt into 
Heaven to draw up our minds 
even thither after thee; that 
where our bappineſs is, there 
might our beart be alſo ; Bleſſed 
he thy infinite goodneſs , O dear 


Redeemer ! Who, when thou badſt 
faught us the Words of Eternal 
Life, ſent'ſt down the Holy Ghoft 
to mabe us obſerve them, and 
raiſt up our afſeftions to that gle- 
11045 Kingdom whither thou art 
gone before us. Amen. 


Lo 
- 


59g 
The PRAYER 
For Whitſunday. 


Cweeteſs Spurit 0 e! 
e) who 4 ra in yt 


Emblem of a.Dave, purge out 
the millſt of us ail bitternef au 
- gall of Malice; that with ave 
uf we may rective the ingy, 
Ward able to Tave our'$, als 
Exlighten our Darknjſs, inflang 
our Coldneſs, purge our.Pro 
ſwetten our Sowerpeſs, pardas 
our SinjulueR,rtform our Wicked- 
neſs, ſeal all thy Gracious Pro- 
miſts of thy Goſpel to us, and ftal 
A to the. day .of Ah 
men, Amen. . . 
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| The Sixth Part. 


MgviTtarTtien I. 


For the Aſſiftance of God's Holy 
Spirit. 


Rom. 8. 13. For if ye live after 
the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if 
ye through the fhirit do morti- 
fie the deeds the body, ye 
ſhall live. | | 


4 ; 1, - 
Ome let us humbly firſt im- 
plore his Grace, to make 
ns worthy to adore our Sandtt- 
fier z whofrom the Father = 


rin ings un Ox A A oe to OY oy ie <A Ay —— 


| 
: 
1% 
'Y 
[| 
j 


nels. 


$98 For the Aſſiſtance of 


the Son eternally proceeds, and 


yith Lars nd the Son 1s 
Nigiked He. fr 

TH us "—_ Breath of Life, and 

brings us forth. in our ſecond 

Birth 3 LEN _ —_— us 

Hetrs Heaven 

us a Title to everlaſting A ky 


I, 
Let us refills 'our *Under- 
Nandings, to aſſent to his 
Truths,. ayd. qur. Wjlls to fol- 
low his Divine Inſpirations ; ; 
let. vs fill our. Memories warh 
hi-' innumerable.;Mercies , and 
our whole Souls with the Glory 
of-his. Attrihutes.; let ws con- 


fidently. addreſs\to him.quriÞe- 


ritions,, who. \PRoUſesap xx help 
che Jahrmiry gf our Prayers; 
let us nor doubt the . Bounty of 
his Goodneſs, but hope he will 


grant what qo _—_ to 


EO 
RERLT; hot 


Tn the firſt Ages, - 
World-was, your, choil's 
hem for ie Onlde: che Hook 


the dr tg | 
EEE a 


that itdJeſy vaſt a 
wo he wiſe hee _ 
* CER 


go. For the Af ance hb 


grateful wretches if well do no 
thing for him. Thus. far ſome 
few. could ſay , and; very fey 
* could do with thoſe ſlender aff 
Ntances they then enjoyed.;. Af 
ter: thou gav'ſt thy People: 
written Rule: IF which: eg 

in a ſer, Form of; Nb 
Gipline which grew-audi{pread 
into a ublick Religion 3 5' and 
uanfeern enly on 99. A ,whak 


HA 


thoſe EE ſu =_ My! 

io _— 
pr IR Faith all, us 
plind Clad ho they 


f EIS - "hed 
e 
þ exþ pe iguce ney $9 
ir | thoſe pow 
erful Noives lore th their God. 
Yet this prepared them for. the 
tunes of Grace; to an thy 
er- 


| Gods holy Shirit; $17 
Mercy, O-Eord ,”:reſery'd. far 


greater Favours, - 


beth Holy br IN mi 
ſed an 
bl by ey Og 


A 
full hands-"- Wy at my La 

in thezr ww ff write it'1n 
their bearts 3 *' 1 will be their 
God; and: they ſhal be viy Peo- 
ple. '7 'will popr "out my Syirit 
pon” all and; kar Sons - 


> FEES SRD 


- # . 


_— avid $: the Bit 
e 'wanted it 'to-bring 
thentforth 3 butO , fend -— 

y 
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$12 For the !. 


4 
. - ! 
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live to wry tris IG 
deems? was Ne ctough 


il he wine ab; ant Live ws 
a 
all weneede#!” Let us'6 


to thee,O m ul Lord, let us 
cohfely* to -our miſerable 


Condition! :Uas, 
INS 
0 '2 e 
pratkons: round' ern 


mathe? in our old dull p 


ſlow ro Underſtind, and Fer 
to Obey? 


we ſhould herd forgo 


$14 For the Aſiſtance.of 
ten our God that made us 3and 

negle&ed rhe Service .,of,opr 
Lord that bought, us, pv not 
thy.Fulneſs :been readily. fur- 
r.with one Bleſſing more 
t6.; beſtow on LE dren; 
hadſt nor thou pro ntly re- 
ſcryced a better, Ble than 
the. dew of the Clouds and Fat- 
nels of. the Earth ; better;thap 
plenty:. of Corn and Wine, Of 

the mulcitude of Poſterity, 'er 
inton o're our. Brethren, , 


RT]. 
"" Tpke were - I great Re- 


ES but be- 
greater than theſe are 


Divine. Refreſhments 
here the Heaven. of Heavens 
aud. the; rare delicjous, Fruigs 
of. the;Holy Ghoſt,;:Merknelg 
and Peace, and Joy difftuſed-w 
our. Breaſts 3 Strengrh and,uw- 
daunted Courage kindled inf our 
Hearts ;,.a thouſand fiweet-.im- 
braces of the Spouſe of Souls; 
a thouſand dear pledges of his 
Serrſng, Love: z theſe are the 


great 
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\Ged's Haly Sparite $19 
great Rewards of the Law of 
Grace ;, and,. given to prepare 
us for Ketthgiom of Glory. 

_ 
O blefſed* Spirit, who, be | 
ſtowſt thy Favours as thou 
leaſeſt '5 and - the more _thon 
aſt given, ſill the more thou 
giv'ft '' Fit and diſpoſe thy.Ser- 
vatits"'firft to ' emtectain thee, 
then - graciouſly ' vouchſafe to 
deſeend Into our hearts. Fill 
us, Q Holy Ghoſt, and our lictle 
Veſſels z and as thou filleft us, 
inlarge out "Capacities: make 
us the more we, receive of thee, 
ſill grow 1n defire of receiving 
more,” till we aſccnd_ to thoſe 
farisfy1ng Joys above, where all 
our Faculties, fnall be ſtretchr 
ro the titmoſt ; where they 
ſhall alf -be filted to the brim, 
and overflow'd with a torrent 
of pleaſure for ever, | 


vt 


318 For the Afftanc act of 
"The PRAY-ER. 


Ome Holy Spirit , the 
C ditpenſtr fa Il Graces oh 
Ft the Hearts of, thy lines 
and repleniſh. them with thy;s 
cred InjÞir ations ; ill umanati on 
Undirſtandings , and __ inflam 
our Afﬀtttions , and ;ſaniFific al 
the Faculties of our Souls; tht 
we may know, and love, ani 
rorftantly do the things that bs 
long to owr Peact, . Our Ott 
lating Peace. | 

TI 


To love one another is. a hi 
Life, a Htaven upon Earth, «ui 
the bleft effeft of the fre of tit 
rut Spirit, which warms with 
out ſcorching, and ſbines without 
ſmoakiig, and enlightens with 
out conſuming. Kindle in 0 
bearts, O Lord, the boly fire 
 Meebneſs, Peace and Unit); 
Fhat all the world may kno 
whoſe Diſciples we are, by ſeti 
ws love one another. But ny 

- 


God's Holy Spirit. 419 
liver us from the contrary fire 3 
 Wthe fire of the falſe Spirit , that 
\Bſcorches without warming , and 
moahs without ſhining, 4nd thn« 
umes without enlightning. De- 
ver us from Faftion, Sthiſm, 
and Herefie , and every leaſt un- 
charitable paſſion 3 this we beg 
through Feſus Chrift our Lord 
end Saviour. AMEN» 
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MEDITATION TIL, 
On St. Matth. 3. 2. 


Repent, for the Kingdom.of Hes: 
ven 13 at hands 'F 


[. 
"Y God, when I remember 
thoſe words of thine, Re-l 
pent, ſor the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven Is at band. When I confi: 
der they were the firſt thou 
ipak'ſt in publzck , the choſen 
Text of the ctcrnal Wiſdom; 
Inſftamly IT am ſtruck with the 
importance of the Duty , and. 
cleeply affected with the power 
of the Motive. If what this 
laſt line ſays be not wholly true, 
bur repeated in comſe, as a 
Farm of Devotion , forgive, 
dear Lord, the deceitfulneſs of 
ry hearr, and make me think 
as well as ſay my Prayers, Make 
.me 


On St. Matth. 3.2. $19: 
ne apply thoſe ſearching words 
o my ſelf, and bind them faſt 
pn my immortal Soul. 

Il 


Repent, O my Soul ! for the 
Kingdom of Heayen 1s at hand; 
Repent, for the Kingdom of 
* {Heaven depends on thy Repen- 

tance. Unhappy me ! | I can» 
not lire without Sin, nor hope 
For Pardon without due Re- 

pentance, I cannot Repent 
"Fvithour the Grace of God, nor 
" Yobtain his Grace. without hig- 
pwn free Gift. O. my ſweer 
ESaviour, who cam'ſt not tg call 
' the Righreons., bug ſuch as T 


1 ſam, Sinners to Repenrance! 


ESince I am nov ftrong enough 
to be perfecily Innocent, at 
aſt make me humble enough 
to be truely Penitent 5 make. me 
heartily ſorry for what I kave 
done amiſs , and nor.do again 
what will make me ſorry. 
EL 1. | 
Let not our. Lord be angry,. 
and w2 wall ſpeak yet once + 
T 2 more z 


520 OnSt. 3. 2 


more; for we have muchto 
ask,and he has infinite to give, 
We have miich to ask for our 
ſelves and all rhe world, who 
depend entirely on his free 
Goodneſs. Many ,O Lord, are 
the Graces we want ; and none 
can give them but thy Bounty, 
Nany are the Sins and Miſeries 
we are expoſed to ; and none 
can deliyer us but thy Prov] 
dence. Woe to the day and 
hour wheretn I ſinned ; woe to 
the many days and hours | 
have fooliſhly miſpent ; or ra: 
ther woe to me who abuſe my 
days and hours, allowed by thy 
Goodneſs to work out my Sal 
vation. 
I'V. 


Deliver us, O Lord, from the 
puniſhments we deſerve ; and 
deliver us from the Sins that 
deſerve thoſe puniſhments. De- 
liver us, O Lord, from what 
theu know'ſt is againſt us; de} 
liver us from what we know 
our felyes will undo u?. De- 

liver Þ 


| 
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On St: Matth., 3. 2. $2r 
liver us from the Spirit of Pro- 
phanenefſs and Infidelity; from 
the Spirit of Errour, Sehiſm, 
and Herefie ; deliver us from 
the Spirit of Pride and Ava- 
rice; from the Spirit of Anger, 
Sloath, and Envy. Deliver us 
from the Spirir of Drunken- 
neſs and Gluttony 3 from the 
Spirit of Luft, Wantonneſs, and 
Impurity : Deliver us, O gra- 
cious God, from every evil Spi- 
rit, and vouchſafe to give us 
thine own good Spirit, 

V 


Vouchſafe to give us the Sp» 
rit of Fortitude ; the Spirit of 
Temperance, Juſtice, and Pry- 
dence; the Spirit of Wiſdom, 
Underſtanding, and Counſel ; 
the Spirit of Knowledge, Piety, 
and fear of thee ; the Spirit of 
Peace, Patience, and Benignity 3 
© the Spirit of Humility, Sobrie- 

ty and Chaſtiry. O thou who 
. } never denieſt thy Favours, un- 
leſs we firſt deny our Obedt- 
ence! thou who art often near 


Y 3 us, 


$22 On St. Matth. 3.2. 


us, when we are far from thee; 
often ready to grant, when we 
are unmindfaul to ask ! Refuſe 
not, O Lord to hear us, now we 
call on thee ; and make us ſtill 
hear thee when thou calPſt to 
US. 
VI. | 
Fill our Underſtandings wi 
the knowledge of ſuch Truths, 
as may fix them on thee the 
Eternal Verity; inure our 
Wills to imbrace fuch Objeds, 
as may unite them to thee the 
Soveraign Goodneſs, Shew us 
the narrow: way that leads to 
Life ; the way which few cay 
find, and fewer follow, Guide 
ns ſHll on in the middle path of 
Vertae , that we never decline 
fo any vicious extream. Let 
not our Faith grow wild with 
ſuperfluous branches , nor be 
ſtript into a naked and fruitleſs 
trunck : ler not our Hope ſwell 
up to a raſh Preſumption, nor 
ſhrink away into a faint Deſpair. 
Ler not our Charity be cooÞd 
ints 
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On St. Matth. 3+ 2, 623 
into a careleſs Indifferency, nor 
heated 1nto a furious Zeal. 

TH. 

But above all , ſuffer us not, 
OLord, to be guilty of thoſe 
unpardonable ſins, againſt thy 
Holy and Bleſſed Spirit ; ſuffer 
us not obſtinately ro perſiſt in 
any known Wickedne{ ; nor 
ralicijouſly 1impugn any known 
Truth, Suffer us nor +© die in 
our fins without Rep<nrance 3 
but O have Mercy on vs 1n that 
ferions hour. Have mercv on 


us, and govern us in our Life ; 
have mercy on ns, and ſave us 
at our Death. 


$24 Qn St, Matth, 3. 2 


The PRAYER. 


CF Holy Spirit , the fru 
| sfpenſer of all Graces ! vj 
fit the Hearts of thy Servants, 
and repleniſh them with thy $4 
ered Inſpirations; iluminats oz 
Unaerſtandings, and inflant 
our Aﬀettions, and ſanttifie al 
the Faculties of our Souls; that 
we may know, love, and tor- 
fantly do the things that bt- 
long to our everlajting Peact; 
and endeavour to work 0 

own Salvation with fear and 
trembling , breaking off our fins 
by Repent ance, that Iniquity may 
not be our Ruine , but may ſafely 
arrive at laſt , and live for 

#n thy Heavenly Kingdom F: 
vVermore, Amen. 


MErviTtarTtion IIL 


On St. Matth. 11, 28, 29, 30. 


Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and F 
will give you reſhl, Take my 
yohe upon you, and learn of 
me, for I am meth and lowly 
in beart : and ye ſhall find 
reſt unto your Souls: For my 
yobe is [eaſee, and my buythen ts 
light. © 


* 
Etire now, my Soul, from 
thy common thoughts , 
4 permitted to entertain thy leſs 
 & {crious hours. Retire, and call 
thy wandring fancies home, 
and ſpeedily range them into 
Peace and Order ; that thou 
may'ſt ſo be prepared to hear 
thy Lord invite thee ' among 
the reſt to taſte his Sweetneſs, 
> Come 


6” 


526 On St.Matth. 11.'28; ec. 


Come to me * op that labour, 
and are oppreſt, and I will re+ 
freſh you. Take my yoke and 
learn of me, for F am mitck 
and humble of heart; and you 
ſhall find reſt-ro your Souls; 
for my yoke 15 ſweet and my 
burrhen light. 
FT. 

Enough, dear Lord, enongh 
is (aid, to draw all the world 
eo thy Holy Diſcipline. What 
can be offer'd fo agreeable to 
our Nature ? too much, alas, 
weld to Pleaſure and Profit : 
What can be offer'd ſo power- 
fully atrra&jve, as to make our 
Work delightful , and then re- 
ward it; as to propoſe an Em- 
ployment like the Muſick of 
Churches; devour, and tweet, 
and gainful to rhe performers. 
' Whither, O- my God . ſhould 
we'go, but to thee? thou haſt 
the words of Erernal Life. 

| = 4 _ 

Thou art our wiſeſt Inſtru- 
Rer to: know what to do ; and 

only 
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On St.Matth. 11. 28, ec, $27 | 


only Enabler to do - what' we 
know ;. Thou art the free 'Be- 
ſtower of all .we have; and 
fairhful Promitſer of all we hope. 
Thou kindly calÞt us, O make 
us gladly hear thy voice, and 
conſtantly follow it, till we 
come to thee. Suffer us no 
longer to go aſtray Ike loft 
ſheep, wandring up and down 
in our own by-ways. Suffer 
us no longer to be diftrafted a- 
mong many things, from thee, 
O Lord, who art but one. But 
gather us up from the World 
into our ſelves; then take us 
from our ſelves 1nto thee ; 
there to be raviſht with thy Hoe 
lv Embraces,there to be feaſted 
with the Antepaſts of Hea- 
ven. : 
I'V. 
O how unſpeakable are th 

Sweetneſſes, O Lord, whic 
_ thou haſt hid for thoſe who fear 
tance !. which thou haſt partly 
revealed to thoſe who love thee, 
and keep their Teſts uncor- 

rupted 


g23 On St.Matth, x1. 28, &s, 


rupted with the world. But 
O, what are they then to thoſe 
who ſee thee, and in that fight 
ſee all things elſe ! to thoſe who 
rejoyce perpetually hefore thee, 
and 1n that joy find all joys 
elſe: 
; 

O beauteous Truth , which 
known it forces Love , and 
lov'd begets Felicity! Live 
thou for ever in my faithful 
memory z and be my conſtant 
Guide inall my way. Still let 
me think on thoſe Joys above, 
and undervalue all things com- 
pared to my Salvation. Still 
et me think on my Savjour's 
Love, that purchaſed for me all 


thoſe ſays. 
J VI 


© my ador'd Redeemer ! be 
thou the Maſter - wiſh of my 
heart, the ſcope and end of all 
my time. Soon as I wake, let 
me look up to thee z and when 
T ariſe , humbly adore thee on 
my bended knees ; Offen " 


| -64-w 


0x St.Matth. r 1. 29, &c, $29 


the day let me call in my 
thoughrs to thee; and whenT 
go to reſt , cloſe up mine eyes 
in thee. So ſhall my time- be 
govern'd by thy Grace, and my 
eternity crowned with thy Glo- 


ry. 
VIE. 


Lord, e're I rake my leave, 
let me repeat ſome few words 
more of thoſe incomparable 
many thou haſt left among us. 
Ler me attentively meditate 
their ſubſtantial ſence ; and 
ſettle them as principles of my 


life and ations. Lay not up 
for your felves treaſures on 
Earth , where ruſt and moth 
corrupt, and thieves break 
thorow and ſteal. Bur lay up 
for your ſelves treafures 1n Hea- 
ven , where neither ruſt nor 
moth corrupts, nor thieves 
break thorow and ſteal: for 
where your Treaſure 1s, there 
v1] your heart be alſo. 


VIII, 


$30 On St.Matth. 11. 28, ec. 


VIIE 
Go now, you curious,. and 
ſtudy what you pleaſe 3 for me, 
Fle ftay and liſten to my Sa- 
viour, hel] teach me high and 
ſure and uſeful- truths ; he'll 
reach me truths that will make 
me happy. Hark bur'this one 
word more, and you'll ſtay too, 
if any ſence of your eternal 
good can hold you 3 hark how 
he kindly tells us this new and 
glorious ſecret, We fhall be 
hereafter like the Angels 1n 
Heaven. 4 
I X. 
O ſweet and precious words 
to them that reliſh 1t , and 
throughly digeſt 1ts ſtrong 


nouriſhment, to them that feed | 


on't as often as. their daily 
bread ; we ſhall hereafter be 
like the Angels in Heaven, and 
whar, O dearcſt Lord, are thoſe 
bleſſed Angels, bur Spirits 
thar know, and love and de- 
lighr for ever? Sach, O my 
Soul, we ſhal \be, and that _ 

ife 


F 


01 St.Matth. 11. 28, Oc. $31 


life we ſhall lead, we ſhall beand 
live like the Angels in Heaven, 


XR, 

We ſhall know all that's true, 
and love all that's good.; and 
delight in that knowledge and 
love for ever. No ignorance 
ſhall darken us, nor errour de- 
celve us3z no cares ſhall per- 
plex us, nor crofles affli& us ; 
we ſhalf be like the Angels in 
Heaven, our joys: ſhall be full, 
and pure, and everlaſting ; we 
ſhall be like the Angels in Hea- 
ven. Cheer thee, my Soul, and 


bleſs thy bonunreous Lord ; *tis 
by him we ſhall be like the An- 
gels in Heaven ; cheer thee, and 
raiſe thy hopes yer glorioufly 
higher. We ſhall be like him- 
{cIf, for we ſhall ſce him as he 
15, 


832 08 St.Matth. 11. 28, 0, 


The PRAYER, 


-T. 
Lord, whither ſhould Teo 
| but to thee ? Thou haſt the 
words of eternal Life. My Con- 
ſcience accuſes me of breaking all 
thy Commanaments. Thave ſin- 
ned-in thoughts and words; it 
thoughts more than T can think, 
and 'in words more than I am 
able to expreſs for the number of 
them, that I have fcarce room for 
any more. TI am impure, but 
tbo of purer eyes than to be- 
hald Iniquity ; therefore if thoiu 
ſhouldft enter into Fudgment 
with me, I am not able to anſwer 
thee one word of a thouſand. 
| It. | 
T confeſs there is but one way 
to fly from thee as an angry God, 
but to fly to thee as a reconciled 
Father; reconciled in the Bloud 
of thy Son Feſics Chriſt, to fy 
from the ſtrict Bay of Judgment, 
io thy tender Bowels of Compaj- 
fon, 
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0n St.Matth. 17. 28, ec: $33 


ſion, not agcording to my merits, 
but according to my neceſſities 5 
and humbly beſeech thee , pardon 
«l my ſins pait, and ſtrengthen me 
againſt all ſin for the time to come, 
and to this end awaken my dead 
Conſcience,confirm my Fudgment, 
enlighten my VUndwrſtauding, con- 
form my Wills, reform my Life, 


enflame my Zeal, and confirm 
my Faith, that from henceforth 1 
may live unto thee, and ſerve 
thee, and re(b unto my Soul ; for 
thy Jos is eaſie and thy burtben 
wghts 


—_@ 


Myvirarion I'V. 


On St/Luke 1 9. 41. 


And when be was come near, he 
beheld the City, and wept over 
it. 


J* 

Ife up thy voice, Feruſaltm, 
L mi be wok PAs fo to 
the City of Fudah, Behold your 
God, behold the Lord your 
God is come with a ſtrong 
hand ; his Reward 1s with him, 
and his Work before him: He 1s 
come to bring redemption to all 
\ the world, and graciouſly offers 
it firſt to you his peeple; but 
you refuſed the Holy one, and 
the Juſt, and defired a Murthe- 
rer to be granted to you, 

[T. 
Hark with how ſweet and 
elegant a Compaſſion thy kind 
Re- 


Chriſt weepeth,'%c. i535 


Redeemer. complains: of thy 
ingratitude : O Feruſalem, Fe- 
ru/alem z, thou that kill'ft the 
Prophets, and ſton'ſt them who 
are ſent 'to thee. How often 
would 1 have gather'd thy 
Children together as a Hen ga- 
thers her Chickens under her 
wings, and thou wouldiſt not. 
Hark, with how tender and 
charitable reproof thy Lord 
unwillingly withdraws from 
thee his Favour. O hadft thou 
known, even thou, at leaſt in 
this thy day the things which 
belong unto thy peace ! but 
now they are hid from thine 


£YCSe 
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Harken once more, and if his 
Kindneſs cannot move thy 
Love, he'll try how his Anger 
can work upon thy Fear. Hear- 
ken then, and tremble at thoſe 
terrible threatnings with which 
thy provident Lord forewarns 
thee of thy danger ; Gird thee 
with ſackcloth, FZeruſaiem, = 
ic 


636 Chrift weepeth 


lie down in aſhes ; cover thee 
with mourning, and' bitterly la- 
ment : for the day ſhall come 
when thy enemics ſhall beſiege 
thee, and compals thee avout 
with a trench. 

I'V. 

They ſhall not leave one 
ſtone upon another , but beat 
thee to the ground, and rhy 
Children in thee. Thy people 
- ſhall be ſlain by the edge of the 
ſword, and led as ſlaves into all 
Countries. They ſhall wander 
up and down without King or 
Prince ; they ſhall mourn with- 
out Sacrifice or Altar ; and Fe- 
ruſalem ſhall be trodden under 
feet by the Gentiles, till the 
fulneſs of Nations be accom- 
pliſhr. = 


But O, how long, Lord, Ho- 

Iy and Merciful,how long ! wilt 
thou be angry with them for 
ever? Haſt thou not ſaid, He 
that ſcatters Tſraet, will gather 
them again 3 and keep them as 
a 
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over Jeruſalem. 537 


a Shepherd does his flock, Re- 
member thy ancient Promiſes, 
O Lord, and fave the remnant 
of thy once-lov'd Iſrael ; take 
away the veil from before their 
eyes, that they may ſee thy 
Truth, and imbrace 1t : take a» 
way the hardneſs from their 
ſtony hearts, that: they again 
may be, thy people, and theu 
again their God. 


VI... 

Then ſhall they lay aſide the 
garment of Mourning, and pur 
on the brightneſs which cothes 
from thee. They ſhall cele- 
brare the Jubilee of this their 
greateſt Deliverance, and every- 
one ſing in that day of Joy, 
Come let's aſcend tothe Moun- 
tain of our Lord; let us learn. 
his ways, and walk in his paths. 
As 1t was our Wickedneſs to 
g0 aſtray from our God; fo 
now return'd,letus {eek him ten . 
times more. 


VII. 


$38”  Chriſtweepeth 
$4 3 OE 

Too late: have we known 
thee, O thou ancient Truth; 
too late have we lov'd thee, O 
thou defired of all Nations! 
we were miſled by the Errour 
- of -our Fathers z we were a- 
buſed by our own blind Paſſ\- 
ons. The Kingdom we cxpe- 
Qed deſerves not that. name, a 
ſhort, and vain, and trouble- 
ſom Proſperity. Thy Domi- 
nion, O Lord, 1s in Holineſs and 
Peace 3 and of thy Kingdom 
there ſhall be no end. : 

| Ss + : - 

Such was the Kingdom thou 
promiſed'ſt to Davit, Thy 
Throne will I eſtabliſh for c- 
ver. Such is the Kingdom thou 
oh to thy Servants; they 

It live and reign with thee 
for ever. O make us love,dear 
Eord;, this eternal Kingdom, 


. and all things elſe ſhall be ad- 


ded to it. O make us love this 
eternal Kingdom , though no- 
thing 


over J« uſalem. $39, WY 
thing elſe be added to - it. 
Thou art ,. @ Lord, the true 
Light of the World ; they who 
m_ thee. walk not in Dark- 
nels, + 0h , 


go Chriſt weepeth 


The PRAYER 


Lord, we beſeech thees call 

home thine ancient people 
the Jews ;, bring in the Fn 
of the Gentiles, that they may be 
all one (heep-fold under one 
Shepherd. O that thy ſaving 
Light might ſhine forth upon thoſe 
many thouſand . Souls who ſit in 
Darkneſs, and in the _—_ 
Death, before they go hence, an 
be no more ſeen. 

: Il. 

Reveal thy Son and his ſaving 
Goſpel to thoſe Afjaticks, Aﬀeri- 
cans, ard Americans, that utver 
beard of a Crucified Jeſus, 0 
Ho good in thy good pleaſure to 
this our Sion, make up the brea- 
ches of this our Jeruſalem 3 teach 
#s,; O Lord, at leaft in this our 
day, to know the things that 
belong to our peace, before they 
come to be hid from our eyes. 

III. 

Tit bow long, 0 Lord, bow 

| long 


To 
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ng wilt thou -be angry 2 for 


evir ſhall thy Fealouſee burn 


:? O remember not againſt us 
the Sins and Offences of our lives 
paſt; let thy tender Mevcigs 
beedily prevent us, for we ave 
brought to great miſery. Help us, 
0belp us,0 God of ourSalvation 
for the Glory of thy Name; 0 


deliver us, and be merciful unto 
ow fins for thy Names ſabe. 
Hear us , and bave mercy upon 
«, and. do more abundantly for 
us than 'we ave able to asb or 
think, for thy Son, and our Re- 
dumers. ſake Chriſt Feſus, As 


NICN. 


MxprrErion ”; 
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f 


| jov19 26 26, 27+ T vw | 


Reize eo trverhy\ 
he w hall fta 'y nd. at the 


ter day upon the Fetch, 
Yoke after my * 3þin work 
deftfoy rd —_ Y ef by: | 


+ 1 fer ee wy £ ſig/a 


ds eyes ſhall behold, and' 
Enother, though my reins 
conſumed within me, 


$4" me _ us praiſe the 


Goodneſs of our God, who 


orders every thing to the beſi 
- for his Servants; whoſe Pro- 
vide governs ns all . our 
Life, and at Jaſt ſends the Mef- 
ſenger of Death, He caſts us 


down on the beds of Sicknefs; j 
» ' al 


Fi 
4 
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b by ens - curtain *twixe 
« by "WO uz 
+ Sut all jts vain defi Eg 
: rafting all buſineſs ro our Bed | 
© $f Sickneſs ; there'1n'that quiet 
"Slitude he ro-0UT hearts, 
\ ſnd ſers before us all vur Life; 
Where. he, diſcovers the . alla- 
ics of this World, and invites 
Ws now 2 laſt ro prepare for the 


Wther, 

; 'I x 052 1 's 
 Thither he fends his Meſtte- 
"Wo s of Peace, tor wich our 
Io Mis anc recanclle. 1 toHea- 
| Thither ehds; even 
| is nely Son, to ſecure our';p 
age, and conduQ usz0 him 
) how” quite other as our, 
thoughts be then ro, whax che 
were *in" our careleſs health? 
Yow fhall we freely cenſure 
what we once efteem'd 3, and 
te eafily convinced jnro wiſer 
ounſels, when our bodies ſhall 
be dried up with 'a burnin 
Feaver, and P waſted away with 
5; deep Conſumption; " oinn 
nd Z > our 


54 f Is Siekne(s- 
our unruly Senſes ſhall be 


checkt with pain , arid our raf 
minds made ſober with fear 


when the occaſions of 


* ſhall be, removed away, 
every thing about us inclines 
to repent, rir 
Blefſed for ever be hyNg | 
© Lord, whoſe Mercy (an&if 
even thy Puniſhments iro a 
you. Thou bringſt us "low, 
wade us to be humble; 
preſcrilyſt us a Sickneſs £ 
cure our Infirmities. The 
commandſt the Grave to « 
Pence with none, bur indife 
rey ine on all alike. That 
all may alike provide for that 
fatal hour, and none be undone 
by miſtaken hopes, thou tell 
us plainly, we all muſt die ; buff 
kindly conceal'ſt the time andfſ 
place; 5 that everywhere We I' 
nd on our guard, and « 
ry mometit expo? tliy com 


ing. . 
e fel 


Tn Sickneſs: \ $4$ 
Ce ea ogg 


-Y Throne; and in his hands are 
a the keys of Life and Death. 


the belt, and none =» 


i can © accuſe . his 


ll V. 
- Come let us make our Peace 
| berimes with our God ,, before 
the evening approach too near 3 
"while ir-is call'd to day let us 
faithfully Iabour z for the night 
"will come wherein none can 
4 Z 3 work. 


$46 In Sickneſs: 
work. Let us implore his f 
your firſt for our ſelves, ax 

till. then preſume o begfors 
thersz - Ler-.us. look. firſt into. 
our. own. breafts , - and - ſtriftip].! 
exanine-- what &s thael : 
Tell; me;.-my: Soul, how ſtat 
OUTi great: Accounts 2. uy 
things;. even! between. E 
and-us ? | are we prepared -» 
Rennie ory tet b » 
tice every leaſt 
lolt.?. 


VI. 


” akbe:ace. Gill bas i 


tution'to-beimade, which,-x 

love of: this world. tem 15.48 0 

delay 2/1s there no. full. ; 
miſ-affeRion-to rectifie, . 


ourrown-: falſe hearts. abuſe 1 
to connive-at?. Forgive, .O $6-ſj i 
veraign Goodneſs, theſe our 


ImperfeRions., . and: ln t 


whole hearts on gow: = 

thy ſelf Why are we. thus at 

beſt. but, good by halfs , for 

whom there:1s a-Heaven' Drepd- 

red, worth all our Logs 
Why 
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_ 


volf thy pure Grace, ſo much of-qyr 


own Corrupgey Nature. Dc- 
| Le Imp rhe 


I Temprarions gf this, Worlds 


yo % = =» 3 2 


_— mY + 


and _ 


-- "i 
SIE ye ka Glove: | 


75 and ape. 0eg gen perform Wo. we 


te work we y Ws ge fr 

eel wr ng; go” made 

C Tres are tow 
believe, 


thee: In thee we and 


Z 4 love 


I is Sjchuſs. | 
Name; thoy 
So 
A Con, 
tage 


flax, 
2/5 og fe Pu 


don the fins which daily we 
have - committed, and work: 
true and' a hearty Repentance 
IDE 

W 
make Me Got 
how would we 


-to endure any Croby 
Sickneſs -which 
bitrers the world to pur ate; 
that after -rhis 'Experjence, i! 
it be thy good pleafire wp. 


ſtore us to our former health, 
.we may amend our lives, ac 
be made fit for thy Heave 1 
Kingdom. 


O make' us” ble th Nani 
for all thy Mercies, and let 
| . ON 


4 
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one be loſt by our ingratitude: 
Let us*not fee 1n vain the 
Crown at the Races end, and - 
fit down lazily in the ſhades of 
Eaſe; but let us firetch our 
ſelves, and purſue to the mark, 
« for the glorious Prize that's ſer 

nt 
. ay to 5 
us haſten to prepare for night. 
X 


Then come you holy Angels, 
ny and watch out us, and ſuffer 
i not the Etiemy to diſturb our 
paſſage 3 come and receive in 
ace our departing Souls, and 
' r them ſafely to the pre- 
WI ſence of our Lord. Then, O 
' thou _— Redeemer | + = 
World, Soveraign K 
Life and Death ! Thou, 'who 
deſpiſeſt not the tears'of the 
Penitenr, nor turneſt away from 
the afflited 3 thou who pre- 
ſerveſt all that rely on thee, and 
fulfilleſt their defires that long 
to be with thee. Ras 
Z5g Rl, 


b& » 
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| X 1. 
Hear. thou:our. Cries,and par. 
don our. Sins 5 and graciouſly 
deliver--us from. all our fears, 
Call us. to thy ſelf with thine 
own-bleſt voice; call us,O dea 
reſt - Jeſu, -1n- thine own ſweet 
words.: Come you bleſſed of 
my Father; poſſeſs the Kingdom 
prepares for- you from. the 
oundation of - the .World. 
Then, --O my happy Soul, 1m- 
medatcly obey, and: go forth 
with .gladneſs to ,qneer thy 
Lord; to. live with him and 
behold. his. oy z to rejoyce 
with him and- fing his praiſe. 
XII. 

. O Bounteous Lord! the one- 
ly. Author of. all we have ; the 
onely.Objeft :of. all we hope ! 
8s: thou- .haſt thus prepar'd a 
Heaven for us, O may thy Grace 

epare: us ,for it. O make us 
wwe the Life of the Righreaus 3 
and. let: our- laſt. end be like 
theirs, thar we may die the 
death of che Righreous, and on 

: hs 
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The PRAYER. 
Oe to me, wretched fanny, 
what ſhall Ido ? Thaw 


God ; Thbave offended the eyes 
bis Majeſty ; whither ſhall I 
Fon the Fuitice of my Judge ? 
; Whitber , but to the mercy of my 
Saviour? Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, ſor I am weak; O Lord, 
beal me for my bones are vexed; 
my corrupt Nature bas brought 
forth fin, and fin has brought 
forth ſorrow. Where ſhall I eek 
Jor pardon ? where ſhall T fin 
relief but in thee, my God, my 
hope and portion in the Land of 
the Living ? 
IT. 

My days are declined as a 
ſhadow, and T1 am withered a- 
way as graſs, and nothing re- 
mains but the cold grave.  Olet 
me call back that uncomfortable 
Ford { My days indeed are dt- 
elineg | 


ooo ESO os. wh Ot as Uv ng 
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clined, but my Eternity is ſafs. 
1 an withertd away as graſs, 
but the fpring will come and re- 
vive me intd a flowey \ Fin 
aiſe 3; this my Hope is laid us 

my boſom, let then my bo Þ be 
crumbled into duſt. TI brew m 
Redeemer lives, and in the i 
day T ſhall riſe out of the wt 
Or be compa ba with my s kin 
and in 1; ſh ſhall ſee God, and 
3n that fy fight be for ever 


bappy. 
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MrviTtation VI. 


A preparation for Death.. 


RevelL. 14.12. I heard a voite 
from Heaven, ſaying uuto me, 
Write; from benceforth bleſſed 
ave the dead which die inthe 
Lord : evenſoſaith the ſpirit, 
for they reſt from their la 
 bours. F 


| 

qHis Life indeed 15 the way 
we muſt walk ; but this 
alone cannot bring us to our 
end. E're we arrive at our ap- 
pointed home ; we muſt be led 
through the gates of Death, 
where we ſhall abſolutely be 
ſiript of all we have; and car- 
ry nothing with us but what 
 weare; where we not onely 
muſt quit the whole world, but 
leave behind us even part of our 


ſelves. 


> —— __ was > A ., my NVWuruny 


A: preparation for Death, $58 
ſelves. Haſt thou, my. Soul , 
ſcen;; ſome ' Neighbour die ? 
and. doſt thou remember thoſe 
circumſtances of Sorrow? We 
ate ſure, the caſe e're long will 
be our own; and are not ſure 
but Ie may be "ay. ſoon, 


Have we our felves been 
dangerouſly fick, and do we re- 
member: the thoughts we had 
then? how we. reſolved to 
corre& our Paſſions ; and ſtrive 
againſt the vices that particu- 
Jarly endanger us. *Twill come 
to this again , and no reprieve 
be found to. ſtay one ſingle m1 
nuce the hand of Death , but 
he immediately will ſeize! upen 
us,.. and bear us away to the 
Region of Spirits, there to be 
rang'd in. our proper place, as 
the courſe of our Life hath qua- 
lified us here. 

wha Peg bodies be 

e our -bodies 
crumbled into duſt, and that 
blown abour- o're the face 7 


$65 Apreparation for Death. 
che Earth? yer we undoubred. 
ly know our Redeemer lives, 
and ſhall appear in 
atthe laft-/grear day he ſhall ap. 
|=) in the midſt of innumera- 
le ' Angels; and - with theſe 
very- eyes we ſhall ſee him: 
we ſee him 1n whom we 
have ſo long believed ; we ſhall 
find him we have ſo of- 
cen ſonght ; we ſhall poſſeſs 
him whom our Souls have lo- 
ved, and be united to him for 
ever, who is the onely End of 
our Being. 
a 
O thou Eternal Lord of 
Grace and Glory ; our joy and. 
portion in the Land of the Li- 
ving, what haſt thoy there pre- 
p_ for thy ſervants, who 
w'ſt ſuch pledges of thy 
bounty here? what Soft thou 
yfor-cabd in - thine own 
mon, who giv'ſt us _ {elf 
this plac of bamfſhment: ! 
ot will thy open viſjon tran- 
ſport our Souls; menne * = 5 
ait 


thy 
my hope 
ing ee. 
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Heaven. 
VIL 
Come, happy Souls, to whom 
belongs ſo fair a title ro all 
Mercies. Come, let, us now 
_ up onr thoughts, ator | 


tinual 


_ "#5 Ss 339 I ay —F >. 


A preparation ſor Death. 539 
rinually medicate our futureReg- 
titnde's Let;us comfortiour:la- 
bours, with the. hope of reſty,and 
our; ſufferings. with the expe- 
&anee of aquick.reward.. Now 
thar ;the hand. pf our: gracious 
everlaſiing-Bliz; now-thar they 
ſtand wide open to admir ſuc 
as preſs on with their utmoſt 
ſtrength, fuch as have wiſely 
made choice of Heaven for the 
onely end and bufineſs. of their 
Life , rejeaing all rheſe falſe 
allurements, to attend the pur- 
ſuir of true felicity. 

VIIL 

O bleſſed Jeſu, our hope and 
ftrenpth, and the full rewarder 
of all thy ſervants! as thou 
haſt ffeely prepared for us rea- 
dy ways, ſo Lord let thy Grace 
enable us to work. Make us 
dire& our whole life to thee, 
and undervalue all things com- 
pared with thy Love.* Seal 
thou our eyes to the illuſions of 
this World, and open them 


up- - 
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| The PRAY ER. | 


CH | | 

J Thos that art the Phyſician 
both of Body and Soul, bave 
mercy upon all thoſe that are vi- 
fited with thy band of Sickneſs, 
and toſſed upon the bed of paix ; 
Lord, give them eaſe ; Lord,give 
them belp; lay no- more upon 
them, than thou wilt exabla them 
to bear 3 bleſs all means that 
ſhall be uſtd for their recovery, 
and let not their ſickneſs be to 
death, if it be tby bleſſed will. 
However thou dealeſt with their 
Bodies, be gracious anil yr 9 
0:45 to their Souls ; thoxgh the 
outward man decay, yet let the 
inward man be rexewed day. by 
day : and when thiir Bodits 
ſhall go the way of all the Barth, 
grant that their Souls may g0 
the way of thy Saints and of 
thy Servants. Eats 


+ I'T. 
And we beſttch thee, gracious 
' God, 


$62 A'preparation for Pearh, 
God, to ſanitifie all ſpeftagles of 
frailty and mortality to us that 
are in bealth and ſtrength; belp 
us ta wait all the days of our 
pointed time wntil our chqnet 
all rome; make us all wi 
Virgins, that we may ger Ol in 
our. Lamps, not onely the Lamps 
of Prafeſion, but the Oyl of Sinct- 
1Wy5 that we be always really 
to go in with the Bridegroomw 
our Souls when it ſhall pleaſe thre 
to come unto us, tither by th 
general or by thy particular Vife- 
tation; purifie and cleanſe us 


whife we beve day in this Life, 
from all droffie affeftions, that 
when the night of death comes, 
in which none can work, we may 
br Jorpe fit immediattly to enter 


into thy eternal reſt, through our 
Lord Feſius Chriſt, 'thy Son and 
our Saviour. Amen. 
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tieve" that 2 afoot 
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ries bao ju aig their 
bodies tremble no more "_e 
__ 


4p 

ge 9 pint are. crilarge 

ck ous liberty, ws nach _ 
n'd to this priſon of the body, 

bur gone-to dwell. n the.Regi- 


on of Spirits 3 no EX 
ſed. to theſe ftormy.. wy 34 


ly arrived at their ſafe har- 


It. 
0. pra our- Lord all you 
, whom his 
Ains alive 
ng forbears to 


vherto negleed his voice 3 ma- 
king 


Loſs of F riende. g6q 
"king Experiments by the deaths 
of others, to-adviſe his Servants 


I'V. 4 

To clear this uſeful Truth, 
We tao muſt die, and ſtrictly 
account for every 1dle word 3 
re muſt appear before” that 
"great Tri and tremblingly 
receive our everlaſting doom. 
Seems it ſo hard a fate to tread 
the parch- which all our -Ance- 
ſtors have gone before: us? *4- 
dan the firſt of men, and Abra- 
ham the Friend of God ;. Da- 
vid the man after Gbd's own 


heart, and Daniel! the Prophet 
ot the Lord: « 2 +: © 1 


V. - 

All theſe haye paid. their” 
debt ro Nature, and ſubſcribed 
the Law of univerſal Mortality. 
| 7:48 himſelf, che Eternal Som 
of God, expired 6n the Croſs, 
and went to his Glory through 
the Gates of Death, and { 
our fond ſelf-love fo blindly flat- 
Ytcr us,. to wiſh an exceprions 

Aa on 


$6 Lof of Primids. 
from this peneral Rule? *Ti; 

 nofefor us, O Lord, ro chuſe our 
own conditions, but ro manage 
wm what thou appainteſt. 


Am a&0f Refignation when. a 
Y Friend 1 1s dead, 


A tnigey ook, be ple je 
fabe pity on thy di 
toy ing for the los of bu 
+. Thok hnoweſt, Lord, 
how uhh ou: learts were hilt 
# affefi%9 , and therefore boy 
jaſtly I lament my {0ſs. But 
ſince it , was thy pleaſure to vt 
*tiv? him to thy ſelf,” be pleaſid 
*#{ſo to haſtes my" joarnty to him. 
Groe me patience to endure t 
Trobe of thy ſcourge, ard thank 
ſully to acknowltige thy Good 
iNef-3 in bis happineſs. © Him thi 
aft taken from The tvil to comt 
*O'aeltvtr me «ſo from A by 
oof acath; - 


Loſs of Friends | $6$ 
IT. Cc 
Give me, dear God, a ſight of 
ny ſins, and turn all my tears in- 
to 4 godly ſorrow 'for' offending 
thy Divine Majeſty. O be thou 
1 Father, Brother, Friend, and 
all to me, that all my wants may 
be ſupplyed by thy all-ſufficiency 3 
0 let my treaſure be laid up with 
thee in Heaven , that where my 
treaſure is, there my beart may be 
m4 PR and m_ afar rn thy 
aſare $0 jree me jfromt!t a= 
erate of fleſh, let me be recei- 
ved Into that Dnire of Saints, 
whereof I doubt not bus my 
Friend is a joyful Member.Grant 
this, O Heavenly Father, for thy 
'Y Sor Jil Cbriſt”'s ſake, my onely 
"T Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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MEevitartion VIIL 
On the.day of Fudgment. 


Heb. 9. 27. It i appointed for 
all men once to die, and. after 
that the Fudgment. 


T- 

Praiſe our Lord, all you his 
O Wotks, bleſs him and ma- 
gnifie him for ever :. praiſe his 
Almighty Power that gave you 
your Being, and ſtill preſerves 
you from relapſing into No- 
thing. Praiſe his all-ſceing Wiſ 
dom, that here diredts your 
ſteps, and leads you on to your 
eternal end. Praife above, all 
his boundleſs Goodneſs , that 
pours into every thing as much 
25 it can hold. And though our 
ſhort fight now reach not {6 
far, bur often miſtake and re- 
pine at his Governmeanr, eu 
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the laſt great day,we ſhall clear- 
ly diſcern a perfeR concord 1n 
the harſheſt note. 


[ | ; 
. This is neull, to expire and 
= and dwell for a _ in = 
lent grave 3 we muſt ex 
andidies day; a'day of publick' 
accoumt -and reſtitution of all 
things, when our 'ador'd Re- 
deemerſhall come intheClouds, 
and fummon all Nature to ap» 
pear before him, there, to re« 
ceive each their proper part 
exatly fitted to their beſt ca- 
pacity.z . there to behold the 
whole - Greation ſtrive to ' ex= 
my in it ſelf the Perfeions of 
ts ' Maker , whoſe | admirable 
Wiſdom ſhall guide that laſt u- 
mverſal- Scene, and finiſh the 
whole Aﬀion in a 'beauteous 
cloſe. e".1 b SEES 
of I | I T. "00S 

' When the Arch-Angel 
ſound/his Trumper, . and pro- 
claim aloud this univerſal Sum- 
monsz” Ariſe you dead and come 

Aa3 to 


$70 On the day of Fudgment. 
to Fadgment ;, ariſe and appeay 
Then 


Body. 

iately Childers 

of Adam ſhall be gathered 16+ 
from Heaven and ' Hell 


Js 
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'On the day of Fudgment. $M 
with him. Come, come, Loid 
_ thou long . defire of. our 

earts3/: come /quickly, thou 
full delight of our Souls 3 came 
and declare to 'all 'the Workd 
thy Glory ; come .and rewand 
before [all the: world thy Ser- 
vants. 55 


V, -2:2JTY 
Lo, where aloft he comes-in 
Power fe Majeſty,attended with 
2 Train of innumerable Angels ; 
behold, where he ſits inthrog'd 
on the wings of Cherubims, and 
takes at once a' view. of: all 


mankind ; ſoon he commands 


his Angels to ſever his ſheep, 
and garher them together 'on 
his right hand. Firit then v0 
them he turns his glorious face , 
and ſhines upon them avith 
_ pr , —_— ..Come 
you bleſſed of my Father, pol- 
ſefs / the Kingdom nepal for 
you from the: beginning of the 
World. 77} 1.90 
VI. | 
O the Joys their Souls ſhall 
Aaz4g feel, 


i g92 On the day of Fudgment. 


feel , when thoſe | Heavenh 
words ſound in' their ears; 
Joys that the wit of man can- 
'Not conceive; Joys that the 
tongues of Is cannot ex- 
rels 3 Jet It ſuffice, themſelves 
| taſte their own Felicity, 
and feed on its Sweetneſs for 
eEvermore. But O, with what 
_— and trembli 
hearts the wicked ſta 


expeRing their Judge ! what 
£ IS do, it, where-Cc'reſfl ; 
with 


look , their eye can meet 
nothing bur deſpair ? A- 
ove, the oftended Judge rea- 
y to condem them ; 

the bottomleſs pit gaping to 
. devour ; withjn, the worm of 
Conſcience gnawing their bow- 
.els; and round about, all the 

world in flames. 

"FR {#7 
What ſhall they do , when 
-Fhat terrible voice ſhall ſtrike 
them ſuddenly down to the 
ttom of Hell! Go you accurſed 
' Into ever{aſting fire, prepared = 
tht 
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the Devil and bis Angels. The 
day of Man1s paſt ; when fin- 
ners did what they pleaſed, and 
God ſeemed to hold his peace. 
'Tis now the day of Gods when 
his. wrath ſhall: fpeak :in thun- 
der, and ſinners ſuffer what 
their wickedneſs deſerves. Then 
ſhall they fink immediately 1n- 
to the pit of Sorrow, and dwell 
in darkneſs and torments for 
ever, while the juſt: ſhall go up 
1n joy and triumph, and rezgn 
with our Lord in his Kmgdom 
for ever. 

\ # * 7 uW 

Thus ſhall the whole Creati- 
on be finally diſpoſed,and Mer- 
cy. and Juſtice divide the 
World. O my Soul ! who now 
art ' here below , and readeſt 
theſe dreadful. Truths as things 
afar off. Know thou ſhalt then 
be preſent, and ſee them with 
thine Jes, and be thy ſclfcon- 
cerned for all Eternity. Know 
as thau liveſt , thou art like to 
die; and as thou dieſt, thou 

Ag art 
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art ſure ty be judged. Think 
bane eg r— on _ wal be 
to on the wrong 
hand; think =_ thou then 
wouldft give to have repenred 
in 'eime 3” think what 'thou 
would ſt give for a little time to 
repent. . i F 
\ I'X, ': it 
- - Then ask the bright Angels 
whae made them happy ; 'and 
ſtreight they'll anſwer witha 
ſprightful voice , . We readily 
obeyed our great Crcaror, ' afid 
he fixt us here to ſhine fot 
ever. As the 'bleſt Saints 
what brought them rv felicity, 
and immediately theylt- tell 
vou in the ſame glad tunes We 
faithfully lov'd our dear Redee- 
mer, and that love placid us 
here. Ask both rogether , 
what bred thoſe excellent Ver- 
rues, and both together will 
rochim aloud, bleſſed for ever 
De the Grace of our God, which 
alone has. 'wroughr all our 
Works in- us: Bleſſed for ws 
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be the Bounty of ' our Lord, 
which gave us freely firſt, then 
crowned his own Gifts. 


X. 

Watch therefore now atid 
continually pray z foe we know 
not the hour when the Son'df 
Man will come. O San of 
God and Man, who cam'ſt in 
Mercy to fave us; bring the 
ſame Nerey withathee , when 
thou coni'it to judge us. Mean 
while affiſt us with thy heaven- 
ly Grace, to fland perpetually 
with our Accounts prepared 3 
that we may die tn the peace of 
God, and his holy Church ; and 
go to live with him 'and his 
bleſſed Saints. Command th 
vigtlant Angels to watch a 
us, and carry us ſtrongly on to 
the place of our defires. Ir is 
decreed for all men once to 
die,and afcer Dearth, Judgnienr. 
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The PRAYER. 


WE: "2 IT bide me, 
Lord from the face o of th - 
wrath? where ſhall I bi 
when thou come ef to Fudge the 
teving and the dead ? I tremble 
_ at my own uuworthintſs ; 3 Tan 
. aſhamed, thys impure, to appear 
Fn thy preſence: Waſh me yet 
more, O Lord, from my iniqui- 
ties, and purge me thorowly from 
my fins. Purge me with Hyſop, 
and I ſhall be clean; waſh mt, 
and F ſhall be whiter than ſnow : 
any me to hear of Foy and 
Glaaneſs, that the boxes which 
thou baſt brgken may vejoyce. I 
bnow the Enemy that obſtrults 
my way ; my ſins exclude me 
from thy Kingdom, -where no un- 
clean thing 6an enter, nor any 
clean be denied admittance. 
1 
O happy they, whom o1r Lord 
fball bonour on the day of his Tri- 
umph ! 
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umph! and riſcng from his ſtat 
of Tudgment -go gloriouſly before 
them, and witb theſe ſweet and 
gracious words invites them to 
follow him , Come 30k bleſſed of 
my Father , poſſeſs the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the Foun» 
dation of.the World : the reward 
of your Labonrs F will give you, 
T my ſelf will be your Reward ;' 
come enter into your Maſters joy. 

I 


Deliver us, O Lord, from that 
ſad deplorable end, which thy 
Fuſticg bas prepared for the | 
wicked : Deliver us from thoſe 
vain deceitful ways, that lead 
1s to ſo miſerable an end. O 
mabe us always fear thy Fudg- 
ments, that we never feel them ; 
always bope in thy Mercies, that 
we never Grfeit them. Bleſs us, 
O Lord, with 4 happy Death, 
that our Souls may depart in 
peace, and g9 up and dwill a- 
mong thy Saints and Angels. 

TV 


Bleſs 18, O Lord, with a holy 
Es Life, 
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Life, anA4 then our death can- 


not but be happy 3 this we beg. 


or thy Son Feſxs Chriſt's ſabt, 
Jo died for onv ſins P and for 
Phe fins of the whole world 3 He 
roſt agayn for our Fuſtifccation, 
and ſits at the right band of 


God the Father Almighty , fhom - 


thence he ſhall come to judge both 

the quick and the dead. To 
whom be aſcribed, as is moſt due 
all Honour, Power, and Glory, 
Adoratlon, and Subjeftion, from 
this time forth and for evermore. 
Amen. 0 
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